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Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
In February, in an issue of the New Zealand Herald Canvas magazine, headlined “The Age 
of Disconnection”, there was a report on the observations of author and Professor of Social 
Studies of Science and Technology at MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology): 
 
“We’re surrounded by compulsives,” she says.  The power-walking businessman apparently 
bellowing at an invisible adversary, who’s actually a colleague also on a Bluetooth earpiece – 
a vision that a decade ago would have attracted psychiatric attention; the twitchy teenager 
vacillating between romantic status updates on Facebook; the pop star tweeting drivel every 
15 minutes. 
 
 
 
 

What Turkle identifies isn’t new: the telephone destroyed the art of conversation a century 
ago, Victorians opined; the hiss of the Sony Walkman irritated as many people as the iPod; 
poison pen letters were as destructive as cyber-bullying.  The real danger, she says, is the 
24-hour immersion.  We’re no longer drinking from the waters of intimacy with letters and 
hour-long calls, but lost in a tsunami of violently loud chatter. 
 
“Thirty years ago I envisaged this technology as playful, something we’d turn on at the end of 
the day, but now there’s no escape.  It owns us,” she says wistfully.  Teenagers are terrified 
of losing status if their back is turned from the electronic conversation for a moment, careers 
are turned upside down by an email delayed by seconds, helicopter mothers – those who 
obsessively monitor their offspring – fret if their electronic tether to their child is severed even 
briefly.  “For many, technology has become a source of terror,” she says. 
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On one level, Turkle concedes, she, like a modern Nancy Mitford, is merely illuminating a 
new wave of bad manners.  When new technology engulfs a culture, such as the arrival of 
the motor car, society strains.  Shock produces laws such as the 1865 Locomotives Act, 
which required every automobile to have a man walk ahead of the vehicle with a red flag.  
Yet we learn and adjust. 
 
Turkle hopes that evolving social mores will make boorish lunchtime texting as unacceptable 
as smoking at the lunch table.  “We’re just at the birth here.  We make the mistake of thinking 
that just because I grew up with the internet, the internet is grown-up too.  It’s not: it’s going 
to reshape itself and take us to some amazing places,” she says. 
 
The issue I want to start to address in the September newsletter is that of the Social 
Networking media and its affect both on the teenage state of mind and potentially on student 
achievement.  At no  time in human history have there been so many opportunities for people 
to stay connected with each other regardless of the traditional limitations of physical 
distance.  Facebook, Twitter, mobile phones, SMS and a range of online chat systems and 
blogs provide endless opportunities for our young people to “stay connected” with each 
other.  However, it is possible to be “connected” with hundreds and yet to be very isolated. 
 
All teenagers have a deep desire to be part of a herd.  Even when they deny this by stating 
they want to assert their independence from their parents, they immediately choose a form of 
dress, speech and communication that their selected ‘crowd’ favour. 
 
The challenge for parents of teenagers is “which group (or herd) do I really want my teenager 
to roam with?”  Or even more importantly, “which herds do I need to strive to stay as far as 
possible from?”  By Year 11 and 12 it is difficult to change a young person’s tribal allegiances 
or patch (associates, clothes, tattoos, language, music genre, hairstyle and even general 
demeanour). 
 
So what has this got to do with social networking media?  Everything!  Being on Facebook is 
something even pensioners do.  What really matters on any social networking medium is 
whose friend you are and how do you use the site? 
 
All of us are aware of how things seem different when we went to school.  It seemed like all 
that mattered when we walked out to our shady tree in the school grounds, to eat our 
marmite and chip sandwich, was whose friend you were and how you used that relationship.  
However, in reality, nothing is new – except the medium. 
 
While the medium may change (i.e. we may find that Facebook may not be the flavour of the 
month and suffer the same fate as Bebo in five years time.)  The rules about how to be safe 
and succeed will be the same. 
 

(1) In all relationships – don’t speak or write without first thinking.  Think about how 
the other person will react, whether you could use better words or timing and 
always follow the rule that face-to-face is best when dealing with the tough issues 
(i.e. changing boy or girlfriends, etc). 

(2) Avoid the use of crass or rude words.  They may come back to bite you in an 
employment interview in ten years time. 

(3) Don’t say anything about anyone else that you wouldn’t like that person to hear. 
(4) Remember that hardly anyone shows on the surface (their home page if you like), 

what they are really like as a person.  Trust what they do consistently rather than 
what they say. 

(5) It is always wise to keep some distance from friends.  Don’t live in their pockets.  
Never “visit a friend” at meal times or late at night. 
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It is pretty easy to see how Facebook or mobile phones breach many of these current rules 
of human interaction or at least tempt users to break them.. 
 
ñThereôs an old saying in the psychiatric community: If you donôt teach your child to 
appreciate being alone occasionally, theyôll end up lonely.  We need the silence, and 
to hear that, we need to turn off the phone occasionally ï even put it out of our mind.ò 
 
Over the next few newsletters, I want to spend the opportunity in discussing what are good 
parenting strategies and providing background information, that we need to survive (and 
come out on top of) the 21st century teenage parenting experience. 
 

 

NATIONAL BANK JUNIOR MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

 
This contest, sat by 173 schools in April, produced impressive results: 
 

Merit Award winners (over the 90th percentile): 
 
Year 9  Connor Gyde 
Year 10 Ngaru Joyce-Te Wake 
Year 11 Mark Davis 
  Sam Woolerton 
 
Top 200 Award: 
 
Year 9  Non Seehamart 
Year 11 Devon Kyle 
 
Top 100 Award: 
 
Year 9  James Morritt 
Year 11 Sharleen Lu 
  Paul Newton-Jackson 
  Christopher Whiteley 
 
Top 30 Award and Prize Winner: 
 
Year 11 Sheng Cao 

 

ICAS MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

 
The 2011 Australian Mathematics competition was sat by hundreds of thousands of students 
in over forty countries.  One hundred and eighteen students entered this international 
competition on 4 August 2011, with 54% gaining a Credit Certificate or better (i.e. top 30% 
plus of candidates).  Overall there were 30 Credit, 31 Distinction, 2 High Distinction and one 
Prize winner. 
 
A Distinction Certificate is for the top 15% of candidates, High Distinction the top 2% and  
Prize Awards are for placing in the top 0.3%, which means only three out of every 1,000 
students get this award. 
 

ACADEM IC EXCELLENCE  
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Year 9 Credit Awards (10 students) 
Junting Wei, Hugo Brown, Anthony Chilcott-Parker, Ryan Van Straalen, Thomas Goodwin, 
Robert Simmons, Matthew Fielding, Nonthiwat Seehamart, Brandon Harrison and Stefan 
Andreef 
 
Year 9 Distinction Awards  10.  Conor Shalloe  88 

  9.  James Morritt  88 
       8.  Marcus Ground  88 
       7.  Reed Fisher  88 
       6.  Jack Davies  88 
       5.  Luke Goodwin  90 
       4.  Daniel Davis  93 
       3.  Stephen Joe  94 
       2.  Michael Torrance  96 
       1. Connor Gyde  98 Percentile Rank 
  
Year 10 Credit Awards (6 students) 
Sahil Patil, Callum Connell, Alex Jackson, Jordan Ogilvy, Luke Bowers and Daniel Johnson 
 
Year 10  Distinction Awards    2. Joseph Chen   87    

  1. Youngmin Goo  93 Percentile Ranking  
    
Year 11 Credit Awards (8 students) 
Mark Swarbrick, Sharleen Lu, Hannah Clare, Jessica Reilly, Geraldine Fish, Quinn McKay, 
Dominic Scott-Jones and Keegan Frost-Jones 
  
Year 11 Distinction Awards    5.  Paul Newton-Jackson   93 
       4.  Mark Davis  94 
       3.  Andrew Huang  95 
       2. William Heald  96 
       1. Samuel Woolerton 97 Percentile Ranking 
 
Year 12 Credit Awards (3 students) 
Matthew MacLeod, Rebecca Wilson and Oliva Thompson 
 
Year 12 Distinction Awards    5.  Claire Sayer  83 
       4.  Belinda Pedersen 83 
       3.  Sam Armstrong  83 
       2.  Linda Lin   85  
       1.  Freddy Walker  94 Percentile Ranking 
 
Year 13 Credit Awards (3 students) 
Thomas Swarbrick, James Lin and Melissa Oosterwijk 
  
Year 13 Distinction Awards    9.  Evan Wilson  77 
       8.  Big Taechameekietichai  79 
       7.  James Mason  79 
       6.  Natalie Hong  79 
       5.  Chang Zhai  82 
       4.  Jake Oh   82 
       3.  James Kennedy  82 
       2.  Reece Patterson  84 
       1.  Grace Gatenby  84 Percentile Ranking 
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High Distinction Awards    2. Y12  Conor Robson  97 
       1. Y11  Christopher Whiteley  99     
     
Prize Winner      1. Y11   Sheng Cao  100 Percentile Ranking 

 

 

STAGE CHALLENGE GROUP MAKES NATIONAL FINAL 

 
Stage Challenge 2011 saw 200 schools and 17,000 participants competing at 13 different 
venues around New Zealand.  At each venue, a Regional Competition was held.  The winner 
on the night at each regional event automatically went through to the National Finals TV 
Competition.  As well as these entries, the judges selected six “wildcards” to also be a part of 
the National Finals.  The wildcards were entries that the judges deemed to be outstanding 
and standouts in the whole New Zealand competition.  This year St Paul’s performance was 
selected as a wildcard. 
 
So not only did our group take out second place at the Waikato Regional event, but we also 
made it through to the National Finals.  This is an outstanding accomplishment and the 
student directors, the performers, and support crew should be congratulated.  They made it 
through to be part of an elite group whom competed in the Nationals – a fantastic 
achievement which the group should be very proud of. 
 

HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION REPORT (REPORT PROVIDED BY ARTS PREFECT, FIORA STEWART) 

 
“This year House Music rose to a new level as a competition and proved hugely successful.  
On Wednesday, 10 August, the inter-house small group items and solo items competitions 
were held.  All eight houses of the School displayed a tremendous amount of talent and 
variation and the night was both fun and successful.  A large range of entertainment was 
provided from the houses but the end results were as follows: 
 
In the House Solo items, third place went to Clark House’s Matt May, who played ‘Eruption’ 
by Van Halen on the guitar; second place went to School House’s Jonathan Eyers, who sang 
‘Sam’s Town’ by the Killers; and first place went to Williams House with the amazing William 
Wen on the piano.  William played ‘Study’ in Gb Major composed by Chopin, also known as 
‘The Black Note Study’. 
 
In the House Group Items, third place went to Harington House’s ‘Lullaby in Birdland’ by Ella 
Fitzgerald; second place went to Sargood House’s ‘Joker and the Thief’ by Wolfmother; and 
first place went to Hamilton House’s version of the song ‘Knights of Cydonia’ by Muse.  This 
consisted of Paul Newton-Jackson on the drums, James Lin on the violin, Luke David on the 
trumpet, Drew Reid on the electric guitar and Chang Zhai on the piano. 
 
Both Hamilton and Williams Houses deserved these wins, showing the incredible musical 
ability within their Houses.  The winner’s talents were showcased again the following week 
on the big night of the House Choir competition held on Thursday, 18 August, for the whole 
School to appreciate. 
 
House Choir competition night is always one of the most anticipated evenings of the school 
year and one of the favourite inter-house competitions.  2011 proved to be no exception and 
held even more excitement than the previous year.  All of the House Choirs stepped up to 
the challenge and battled it out for points.  The theme for this year’s House Choir competition 

CULTURAL PARTICIPATION  
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was House Colours, which turned out to be quite a difficult theme to find a song for.  Each 
House item was accompanied by musicians from the House, showing off their individual 
instrumental musical talent. 
 
First up to compete was Hall House with the song ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ by Journey.  This 
song fit the theme with the lyrics “Some were born to sing the blues …” in the second verse.  
Hall House produced enthusiastic actions and a clever voice accompaniment similar to that 
of the popular television show, ‘Glee’, recording of the same song. 
 
The next House in the competition was Williams House who sung the hymn, ‘Jerusalem’, a 
popular Chapel hymn of St Paul’s.  This song fit the theme well with the opening and 
recurring lyrics, “And did those feet in ancient times walk upon England’s mountains green 
…” The song was delivered with confidence and strong voices and it was nice to hear a well-
known song in the Chapel. 
 
After a small item to break up the competition, Clark House sung, ‘I’ll Say Goodbye (Even 
Though I’m Blue)’ by the Dance Exponents, a New Zealand band.  This was an obviously 
well-chosen song for the other blue house.  Clark House’s performance was full of 
enthusiasm and was entertaining to watch with the clever and funny movements that came 
with it. 
 

The fourth house item of the evening was Sargood’s ‘Red Rubber Ball’, a classic by Simon 
and Garfunkle.  The performance was a big step up from Sargood’s previous year’s item and 
had the audience entertained with again lots of involvement and enthusiasm. 
 
Following another break in the competition were the black and white houses, Hamilton and 
Fitchett, who ended up taking out third and second place for the evening respectively.  
Hamilton’s musical item was ‘Black Hole Sun’ by Soundgarden and Fitchett’s was ‘Nights in 
White Satin’ by the Moody Blues.  Both performances were worthy of their placings and 
fantastic efforts.  They illustrated a high standard of musical skill, entertaining actions and 
had the audience captured. 
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The second to last performance was the girls’ House, Harington.  Harington’s House colour 
is burgundy, and unfortunately burgundy isn’t a very popular theme in modern music.  
Because of this, Harington decided to take another approach and use all the House colours 
representing the fact that as well as being a part of Harington, each girl in the House is in 
one of the boys’ Houses as well.  They sung ‘Colour Blind’ by Darius and used painted 
hands, colour and harmonies to present their performance to the School. 
 
Lastly, there was certainly a lot to expect out of School House who were the winners of last 
year’s House Choir competition.  Following the same talented approach as last year, School 
House sung “Gold” by Spandau Ballet.  Not only did the performance have enthusiasm, 
different parts, harmonies and actions, but was also accompanied with an exciting, 
entertaining and clever entry and exit.  School House maintained a well-deserved first place. 
 
Overall it was an incredibly fun and successful night.  It was good to see such a large turnout 
from the St Paul’s community and so much enthusiasm from the participants.  While the 
judges were deliberating, Reverend Luccock played the guitar and led the song ‘Song in my 
Heart’, well known by a vast majority of the School from Chapel services taken by the Rev at 
Tihoi. 
 
After the score for all the House Music competitions were added up, the final placings for 
House points were as follows: 
 
7th place – Fitchett 
6th place – Hall 
4th equal – Sargood and Williams 
3rd place – Clark 
2nd place – School 
1st place – Hamilton 
 
A huge thank you to the House Choir judges: Mr Neil and Mrs Tankersley; Event co-
ordinators: Mr Gilbert, Mr Cowan, Mrs Flint and the sound and light team for all their help and 
contributions to another successful House competition.” 
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CELEBRATION OF MUSIC SETS A NEW BENCHMARK 

 
The annual Celebration of Music evening on 14 September was a resounding success and 
set a new standard for future year groups to aspire to.  A most impressive feature was the 
public debut of instrumental groups such as: the orchestra, whose performance of “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” was outstanding and was of a level that a group of professional performers 
would have been proud of; the Marimba Band which is a completely new musical group 
introduced by Director of Instrumental Music, Mrs Michelle Flint; the Big Band directed by Mr 
Ian Parsons who performed two superb pieces of music, “Blues at Frog Bottom” and “Bossa 
Madeira”. 
 
The range and depth of talent on display was amazing.  Each of the performers was of an 
extremely high standard and the evening left an extremely positive impression on the 
audience, many of whom have since taken the time to provide individual written feedback on 
the night.  It was an event where you couldn’t help but come away thinking that the cultural 
cornerstone of St Paul’s is in great heart.  Performers, in order of appearance, were: 
 
Solo Vocalist:  “Someone Like You” 
   Josie Reilly 
 
Violin Solo:  “Butterfly Lovers” 
   James Lin 
 
Chapel Choir:  “Living on a Prayer” and “Blackout” 
   Director: Mr Francis Cowan 
 
Organ:   “Voluntary in C min” 
   Paul Newton-Jackson 
 
Marimba Band: “Marimbissimo”, “Canon” and “Boom Chicka Boom” 
   Director: Mrs Michelle Flint 
 
Electric Guitar: “Eruption” 
   Matt May 
 
Solo Vocalist:  “The Vagabond” 
   Ross Noble 
 
The Sargood Band: “Joker and the Thief” 
   Peter Winkelmann, Jack Schicker, Josh Lemon, Cameron Bartley 
 
Hamilton House Band: 
   “Knights of Cydonia” 
   Paul Newton-Jackson, Ryan McIntyre, Luke David, James Lin,  

Chang Zhai 
 
House Choir:  “Nights in White Satin” 
   Fitchett House 
 
Zither:   “Dance to the Yao People” 
   Nina Lee 
 
Orchestra:  “Pirates of the Caribbean” from “The Curse of the Black Pearl” 
   Director: Mrs Michelle Flint 
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Jazz Ballet:  “Skyscaper” 
   Patrice Forgeson 
 
Bermuda Square: “Missing Something” 
   Jess Reilly 
 
Solo Vocalist:  “I’ll follow you into the Dark” 
   Ryan McIntyre 
 
School House Group: “Viva La Vida” 
   Jonathan Eyers, Michael Torrance, Marcus Collins, Ross Noble,  

Sam Armstrong, Cameron Downey, Liam O’Donoghue 
 
Solo Vocalist:  “Lithium” 
    Holly Ho accompanied by Chang Zhai 
 
Big Band:  “Blues at Frog Bottom” and “Bossa Madeira” 
   Director: Mr Ian Parsons 
 
Solo Vocalist:  “Sam’s Town” 
   Jonathan Eyers 
 
School Choir:  “Deep in the Darkest Night” from “Dracula” 
   Director: Mr Francis Cowan 
 
Grand Finale:  “Crime of the Century” arranged by Paul Newton-Jackson 
   Director: Mrs Michelle Flint 
 
Big Band Members were: 
Alastair Carmichael, Thomas Goodwin, Joshua Voigt, Jeremy Doneghue, Olivia Thompson, 
Luke David, Luke Goodwin, Robert Simmons, Zac Watson, Andrew Huang, Connor Johnson, 
Carl Brandt, Paul Newton-Jackson, Jonathan Eyers, Liam O’Donoghue, Paddy Hennessy 
and Sam Armstrong. 
 
Marimba Band Members were: 
Joshua Voigt, Robert Simmons, Cailean Poole, Alastair Carmichael, Mantez Singh-Thandi, 
Sam Armstrong, Ross Noble, Rebecca Wilson and Zac Laurich. 
 
Choir Members were: 
Sam Armstrong, Finnbar Claridge, Harshitha Colonne, David Rooney, Jordan Davies, Mark 
Davis, Cameron Downey, Harrietanne Embling, Jonathan Eyers, Shani Fernando, Chanelle 
Harrison, Connor Johnson, Daniel Johnson, Lily Kang, Ethan Kimpton, James Lin, Linda Lin, 
Lucy Roberts, Ryan McIntyre, Paul Newton-Jackson, Ross Noble, Melissa Oosterwijk, Nina 
Phillips, Blake Phillips, Jessica Reilly, Josie Reilly, Sam Domett, Ryan Steer, Mark 
Swarbrick, Ebony Tapara, Samuel Tharratt, Ariki Thomson, Michael Torrance, Isaac Van der 
Vossen and Christopher Whiteley. 
 
Bermuda Square Members were: 
Jessica Reilly, Shani Fernando, Paul Newton-Jackson, Vaughan Christie, Connor Johnson 
and Jo-Jo Stewart. 
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Orchestra Members were: 
William Wen, James Lin, Melissa Oosterwijk, Michael Torrance, Nina Phillips, Paul Newton-
Jackson, Marcus Collins, Hannah Clare, Belinda Pedersen, Alastair Carmichael, Joshua 
Voigt, Patrice Forgeson, Olivia Thompson, Luke David, Sam Armstrong, Robert Simmons, 
Chang Zhai, Nina Lee, Alexandria Ashford, Connor Johnson, Jonathan Eyers and Jordan 
Davies. 
 
We congratulate and thank each of the students who took part in this successful evening.  A 
big thank you to Mr Peter Gilbert who did a wonderful job coordinating the event and thanks 
to Mr Francis Cowan (Director of Music) and Mrs Michelle Flint (Director of Instrumental 
Music) for the fantastic role that they have done over the year mentoring, supporting and 
coordinating music within St Paul’s – the results of their superb efforts were clear to see at 
this year’s Celebration of Music.  A great evening and a great result for music in our School. 
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ST PAULôS STUDENTS WIN TWO BRONZE MEDALS AT NZSS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Having met the required event national times, St Paul’s entered a team of five swimmers in 
the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Champs held at Te Rapa Water World on Saturday, 
27 and Sunday, 28 August 2011.  The team members were: Nick McGuire-Holcroft, Cam 
Voykovich, Kieran Dale, Charles Christey and Hamish Black.  Competing with nearly a 
thousand swimmers from 132 other secondary schools from throughout New Zealand, this 
event was certainly on the grand scale and was quite a spectacle; it even had an opening 
ceremony. 
 
Time finals were run over the two days with medal ceremonies interspersed throughout the 
events. 
 
All of our swimmers swam personal bests, meaning they beat their best qualifying times for 
this National Championship.  The competition was certainly tough with some events having 
up to eight heats. 
 
The highlight of Day One was firstly the fourth place in the final of the 200m junior mens’ 
medley relay and then secondly, was the final of the junior mens’ 200m freestyle relay.  
Ranked slowest, St Paul’s were up against the might of Palmerston North Boys’, Wellington 
College, St Peter’s and Hamilton Boys’ High School.  Undaunted by the occasion and the 
battle ahead, Kieran, Hamish, Charles and Cam swam the race of their life to beat St Peter’s 
and Hamilton Boys’ and secure the bronze medal.  To stand on the podium and proudly 
receive their medals was a highlight never to be forgotten by all who were present. 
 
The highlight of Day Two was Hamish Black’s bronze medal performance in the junior men’s 
200m fly final.  This was a stunning individual performance by Hamish, in such a grueling 
event.  Charles Christey was fourth in the same event. 
 
Well done to the whole team for a truly stellar performance, you have done yourselves and 
your School proud.  A huge thank you must also go to Mr Roger Bell for his support of the 
boys throughout the swimming season. 

 

JUNIOR PREMIER BASKETBALL SIDE WINS PROVINCIAL TITLE 

 
On Tuesday, 6 September, the St Paul’s Collegiate School junior boys’ Premier basketball 
team completed their season with an 88 to 34 point comprehensive victory over Hamilton 
Boys’ High School (HBHS) to win their division for 2011.  The boys lost two games early in 
the season, but won the last ten games in a row, including their semi-final and final, a great 
effort indeed. 
 
In the final, our team was again ably led from the front by captain, Kerwan Rose, who along 
with fellow guard William Te Tomo controlled play well both on offence and defence.  The 
game was an awesome, energetic display of teamwork, the players combining unselfishly, 
resulting in five players scoring in double figures.  The scoring was led by outstanding efforts 
from Daniel Ruri with 29 points and Blake Phillips with 21 points. 
 
The St Paul’s aggressive defence kept HBHS at bay, with Wade Paniora and Ben Dobbe 
outstanding.  We turned the opponents ball over on many occasions, resulting in easy points.  

SPORTING  ENDEAVOURS  
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Charles Christey and Anthony Chilcott-Parker defended well and steadied our offence and 
from the first few minutes it was obvious that we had it over them.  A half time lead of 20 
points was extended in the second half as the boys continued to dominate all facets of the 
game. 
 
The future of boys basketball indeed looks bright for St Paul’s with these talented young 
basketballers in our midst.  Our thanks go to coach, Mr Peter Hampton for his crucial input 
over the season. 

 

3RD
 XI SOCCER TEAM TAKES OUT THEIR DIVISION 

 
The third Soccer eleven won their division in the Waikato Secondary Schools’ Football 
competition.  On Saturday, 3 September in their final fixture, against St Peter’s School, after 
an early missed penalty, St Paul’s continued to attack the St Peter’s goal and they 
deservedly led by 1-0 at half time – as a result of a goal scored by Bradley Nieper.  The 
second half of the game proved very exciting with St Peter’s quickly scoring twice to lead 2-1 
with 20 minutes left in the game.  With St Paul’s having to win to take out the title, our team 
responded superbly with two great finishes from James Kennedy and a wonderful strike by 
Sean Keliher from 30 metres out from the goal.  St Peter’s quickly responded with a goal of 
their own and the final five minutes proved a frenetic period of the match, with St Paul’s 
hanging on to a well-deserved 4-3 victory. 
 
The win, in the final game saw the St Paul’s 3rd XI take out the division title ahead of Hillcrest 
High School.  The side played ten games over the season, winning nine of their fixtures.  
Thanks go to Mr Ian Boyle for the positive and enthusiastic manner in which he has coached 
the side over the season. 

 

UNDER 14 RUGBY TEAM MAKES PROVINCIAL FINAL 

 
Making the final against Hamilton Boys’ High School (HBHS) was a major achievement for 
this year’s Under 14 team.  Nine boys came back from Tihoi in a great effort to defend the 
Steve Gordon Shield which we won last year.  We had lost 24-7 to this team in round-robin 
play, so needed a solid game plan to counter their fast and flashy backline.   HBHS scored 
first on a brick hard ground, which was mud a week ago.  We replied with ‘pick and go’ play, 
which went 20 metres and Tom Gordon muscled over the try line.  Dillon Kelliher was the 
next to score after the team put him in the clear.  HBHS came back.  It was two tries each 
and ten all at the break.  We shared the try scoring, gaining one each in the second half.  
Shneil Singh went in close to the posts after a superb lead up by the forwards playing close 
pods.  Unfortunately we missed the conversion, which in retrospect would have won the 
game. 
 
Fifteen all at full time and we would have been happy to have shared the trophy, but Waikato 
Rugby Union officials insisted that we play 20 minutes of extra time.  Injuries and cramping 
took their toll and HBHS managed a try and a drop goal to take the title. 
 
Legendary lock, Steve Gordon, presented the trophy to HBHS and praised our boys for their 
gutsy effort of coming out of the bush at Lake Taupo on Friday to play rugby on Saturday.  
Tom Gordon was awarded player of the day for his superb understanding and executive of 
the role of number 7.  Every player played until they were dead on their feet.  There was 
nothing left in the tank.  Thanks go to Mr Craig Morton and Mr Defyd Williams for their 
excellent coaching input over the season. 
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GIRLSô 1ST
 XI HOCKEY VS DIO IN THE óBô DIVISION FINAL 

 
Having had close games against this side during the season we knew the final against 
Waikato Diocesan’s (Dio) energetic players would be another hard fought match.  As in 
previous encounters, the game moved from end to end and the first half saw us with a slight 
advantage territorially.  With a greater penalty corner count than Dio, we needed to have 
converted our opportunities but were unable to do so and both teams were scoreless at the 
break. 
 
This deadlock continued, with both sides having their chances until ten minutes from the end 
of the match where Dio scored.  St Paul’s continued to work hard but were unable to 
equalise.  Dio scored again in the last minute to win 2-0. 
 
While a disappointing result, the team can look back on a season that was full of success, 
individual development and a wonderful improvement as a team – all good preparation for 
tournament week! 
 
Player of the final: Lizzy Rajan. 
 

PREMIER FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT ï NAPIER 2011 

 
The 1st XI delivered a fantastic feat of footballing achievement by coming 16th at the National 
Tournament in Napier.  This ranks the team as the 16th best in the country! 
 
The tournament started with an effervescent display against Tawa College – a school of 
some repute from Wellington.  Tawa had no answer to the Bounce – inspired, joga bonito 
boys from St Paul’s Collegiate.  Tawa was eventually beaten 7-1.  Waikato Ball showed his 
wizardry with the ball by scoring four goals and bamboozling the Tawa defence.  Elliot 
Collier, Jacob Robb and Conor Aldridge were the other scorers in this incredible start to the 
tournament. 
 
Next up were a formidable Marlborough Boys’ side and their physicality came to the fore.  
They won 3-1. 
 
Tuesday meant the game against Lindisfarne could determine whether or not the team could 
finish in the top two of their group and therefore qualify for progress upward to a higher final 
position.  The team weathered an early barrage of Lindisfarne offence and aggression before 
Dan Goodwin rose heroically to head home a corner.  Scott Hilliar made it 2-0 when he 
curled in a free-kick from outside the penalty box. 
 
The next game on the Wednesday was THE game that would decide whether St Paul’s 
would play-off for positions 17 to 24 or find themselves in the privileged position of being in 
the top 16.  Tauranga lay in wait.  Earlier in the season, they had pounded the St Paul’s team 
5-1.  They were, as a consequence of this no doubt, very optimistic about their prospects of 
progressing upward. 
 
But, with the Bounce exploding in their feet, the Bounce brigade fought for every ball and 
refused to let Tauranga score, even at the risk of getting their head kicked in, which did 
indeed happen to Ayush when his bravery prevented a certain goal.  The game, ending at 0-
0, went to the inevitable penalty shoot-out.  The St Paul’s penalty takers had stepped up and 
scored, so it was left to Tournament MVP, Angus Harris, to pull off yet another save worthy 
of a Premier League Highlights show and seal the game for the team.  This was a moment of 
incredible euphoria and delirium.  The top 16 now belonged to this remarkable bunch of joga 
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bonito boys.  Their elation and ecstasy was the antithesis of Tauranga’s despair and 
dejection. 
 
In the remaining games (i.e. New Plymouth 2-0, St Peter’s 1-0, Whakatipu 0-0), St Paul’s 
were highly competitive and impressed all the spectators present with their energy and 
bounce-inspired play, conceding only eight goals throughout the tournament. 
 
This young team did not just defy expectations, they totally ignored them.  Ignited and 
activated by the Bounce they became EXTRAORDINARY. 
 
In the song “Bounce” there is a line where Sam Hewat sings “… higher and higher and 
higher and higher yeah!”  These boys, in their conduct, their performances on the field and 
their eventual top 16 place, showed they had not just heard these esoteric words, they had 
LISTENED TO THEM, FELT THEM and above all … BELIEVED THEM! 
 
Our thanks go to Mr Michael Groom (Coach) and Mrs Lyn Harris (Manager) for giving the 
boys this superb opportunity.  The team is an extremely young one, with just Captain, Angus 
Harris, leaving at the end of the year and so the future looks extremely bright for Football at 
St Paul’s. 
 

1ST
 XI BOYSô HOCKEY FINISH 5TH

 IN INDIA SHIELD 

 
The Hockey boys travelled down to Timaru for their tournament, held over the period of 22 – 
26 August 2011.  The following is a summary of their results: 
 
SPC 1st XI   vs   John McGlashan College 1st XI   ( WON   3 - 1 ) 

For the first few minutes of the match JMC camped in our half but the SPC defence held and 
absorbed all the initial pressure. As the half progressed SPC steadily increased their share of 
possession and territory penetrating the opposition circle on numerous occasions. This 
resulted in four penalty corners being awarded to SPC during the half from which two goals 
were scored. The first was slotted by Matt Tingey, who tidied up after a PC went a little pear 
shaped, and the second was hit in by Tim Coxhead. The score remained at 2-0 right up to 
half time. 

In the second half SPC lost some of the edge they had and conceded a well-executed field 
goal to JMC. What followed was a bit of an arm wrestle but Matt Snodgrass was able to 
score brilliantly from another penalty corner giving SPC a deserved win of 3 goals to 1. 
 
SPC 1st XI   vs   Lindisfarne College 1st XI  ( WIN  2 - 0 ) 

SPC needed a win from this encounter to take the pressure off the next game and ensure 
advancing to the quarter finals. Lindisfarne looked like a very competitive team so we 
expected a tough match. 

Early in the game a superb build up was mounted by SPC and this led to a great goal by 
Jason Coventry. The game then see-sawed with SPC launching several scoring 
opportunities but then Lidisfarne would come back and put us under pressure. During one of 
their penalty corners Matt Snodgrass snatched the ball from a striker and carved his way 
towards the opposite circle which enabled Brook Daly to put away our second goal. Coach 
Hardman’s strategy was to keep the ball away from their strong midfield and force their 
attacks down the side. This worked very effectively so that the score remained at 2 - 0 until 
the end of the game. 
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SPC 1st XI    versus   Whangarei B H S  1st XI   ( DREW  1 - 1 ) 

SPC started well but found it difficult to lift themselves to their usual standard of play. This 
was not surprising as we knew we were safely through to the quarter finals and many players 
were still recovering from tiredness and injuries from the previous day’s games. Also Coach 
Hardman used the opportunity to rotate as many players as possible between the pitch and 
bench. 

SPC started well and were very unlucky not to score four or five goals in the first half. The 
one and only goal scored was never-the-less a superb effort with the ball being passed from 
Alec to Jason to Sean to Brook who finally slotted the ball into the net. 

In the second half SPC virtually spent the whole time defending with our keeper Robert 
Carmichael executing several sensational saves. Unfortunately Whangarei were able to 
score in the dying seconds so the final result was a 1 – 1  draw. 

 
SPC 1st XI    versus   Timaru B H S  1st XI - Quarter Final  ( LOST  2 - 1 ) 

Both sides made a tentative start but after the first five minutes SPC began to dominate the 
game a little. This led to several excellent scoring opportunities but unfortunately none were 
put away. 

Early in the second half, due to a lapse in SPC’s defence, Timaru scored a “soft” goal. From 
then on the game was an arm-wrestle with SPC having to play catch-up. In the last three 
minutes Matthew Snodgrass scored a sensational goal to square up the game. From then on 
it was a desparate struggle which produced another “soft” goal for Timaru. In the dying 
seconds SPC was probably deserving of a penalty corner but were denied when the umpire 
whistled full time. 

This was a huge disappointment to SPC who had high hopes of making the top four this time 
and thus moving up to the top tournament (Rankin Cup) next year. Our original goal for this 
tournament was now gone and so we were now focused on securing a convincing 5th place. 
 
SPC 1st XI   vs   Rotorua B H S 1st XI   ( WON   7 - 2 ) 

Throughout the game there were concerns about passes not connecting and other mistakes 
but in the end this was a convincing win to SPC. Scorers for SPC were  Roydon Nutsford (3), 
Sean Henley-Smith (2), Jason Coventry  and  Tim Coxhead. 

 
SPC 1st XI   vs   John McGlashan College 1st XI  - Play off for 5th or 6th  ( WON   5 - 2 ) 

We had beaten JMC earlier in pool play so we were expecting them to go hard out to avenge 
that defeat. JMC scored first with a stroke after a minute of play and got one other goal later 
in the first half. Apart from those two lapses, SPC managed to dominate the match producing 
numerous scoring opportunities. In the first half SPC found the net 3 times (goals to Nutsford, 
Windley and Daly) and in the second half got two more (goals to Coventry and Nutsford). 

 
Overall results for the Tournament 

TOP PLACES: St Andrews College (first), Timaru Boys (second), Tauranga boys (third), 
Western Heights (fourth) and SPC (fifth in the tournament and a ranking of 21st in the 
country). St Andrews certainly deserved to be overall winner, however, it is interesting to 
note that SPC had beaten Tauranga and Western Heights convincingly earlier in the season 
and if luck and some calls had gone our way we definitely could have beaten Timaru too ... 
such are the vagaries of tournament seedings, draws and umpires decisions! 

We are very proud of how all our players conducted themselves at tournament but are 
particularly pleased that Matthew Snodgrass received a tournament “player of the day 
award” and “the most valuable player award” for our team. 
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Finally, the players, coach and manager would like to thank all the parents who either 
assisted directly with our participation in the tournament or supported us from the side-lines.  
Thanks go to Mr Craig Hardman (Coach) and Mr David Sole (Manager) for the superb job 
that they have done with this team and for their excellent mentorship at tournament. 
 

PREMIER óAô NETBALL RESULTS 

 
The Premier ‘A’ Netball side competed in the ‘A’ division of the Upper North Island 
Secondary Schools’ Tournament against the top 32 Netball sides in the top part of the 
country.  This tournament was played at Mount Maunganui. 
 
St Paul’s started the week with two really tough games against two of Auckland’s top teams.  
Heading into the first game against Auckland Diocesan School for Girls, we knew it was 
going to be a challenge.  We got off to a steady start, managing to keep even with them up 
until the third quarter, when we started to lose focus and let them get the better of us.  The 
final score was 24-31 to Auckland Dio, which was still a great effort for us considering they 
are one of Auckland’s strongest Netball schools and they are ranked 11th in the country.  Our 
second match was against St Cuthberts, who again were a really tough team.  We had a 
great first half and were goal for goal with them until half time, which was a huge 
achievement for us.  The experience of their side kicked in and they were able to score 
enough goals that we were unable to close the gap – final score 35-23.  After talking through 
our performance of the first two games, we were able to pick ourselves up and refocus and 
win our next four games.  The first was against Kristen, which was one of our best games of 
the week.  Our consistency and determination pulled us through for a win 45-30.  This 
success carried on throughout the next three games; winning against Matamata College, Te 
Aroha College and Long Bay College; before proving competitive but suffering loses to 
heavyweights Carmel, Tauranga Girls’ High School and finally Long Bay College.  Overall we 
had a great week and everyone managed to have some excellent personal performances 
despite how tired and fatigued we all were.  We managed to maintain our place in ‘A’ grade 
for next year, with a final placing of 24th.  With just under 30 girls playing Netball and three 
teams in the provincial competition, our ability to foot it against such strong netballing schools 
is hugely commendable.  Our thanks go to coaches, Ms Margaret Forsyth and Mrs Dale 
Atkinson and manager, Ms Vicki-Joy Lees.  The input of these ladies on our School Netball 
has been huge.  Ms Forsyth’s role has been crucial in getting the team into the ‘A’ grade, but 
also consolidating their placement in this toughest of divisions.  We are very appreciative of 
their commitment, given the busy lives they have outside of the School. 
 

GIRLSô 1ST
 XI HOCKEY RESULTS 

 
The girls’ 1st XI Hockey team proved very competitive in Whangarei, competing in the Eveline 
Hankers Memorial Secondary Schoolgirl Satellite Tournament.  Our girls travelled up to 
Whangarei and with a 9.00am match against Massey High School on Monday saw us start a 
little slowly and we found ourselves down 2-0 at the break.  A more consistent second half 
saw no further score.  A 1-1 draw against Te Puke that afternoon saw our Hockey improving 
but a tough road ahead to the semis.  We played Tikipunga on Tuesday morning, beating 
them 2-0.  One more pool game on Wednesday saw us take on Bream Bay College (who 
were to win our pool).  This was probably our best game – against a side that had a 12 goals 
for and three goals against record before they played us.  We beat them 2-1 with a very 
gutsy and determined performance.  We finished tied second in our pool on points, but 
missed out on the semi’s due to a poorer goal difference than Massey.  Our cross pool match 
against Rotorua Girls’ College was another tough match with a goalless draw at fulltime.  We 
went to strokes and Rotorua started better than we did, but we pulled back and were two all 
before going to a golden goal shoot out.  Rotorua were unable to convert their second 
attempt which saw us through!  Our last game saw us playing Rosehill College.  They scored 
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in the fifth minute and try as we might, we were unable to equalise.  They scored a second 
goal in the dying minutes to beat us 2-0. 
 
The girls are to be commended on a most successful season (second in their division in the 
domestic season) and a well-earned sixth place at tournament.  The development of the 
team over the season and tournament itself was most gratifying to coaches and 
management alike.  Thank you to Mr Neil Muirhead for the great job he has done managing 
the side over the season.  The team really stepped up to a new level of play at tournament. 
 

UNDER 15 JON TANNER TROPHY HOCKEY REPORT ï 21 ï 24 AUGUST 2011 

 
This is the first national school Under 15 Hockey tournament ever to be held in the country.  
Organised and hosted by St Paul’s Collegiate School.  The cup was named after an Old 
Collegian, Mr Jon Tanner, who represented the School and New Zealand on the Hockey 
field.  He is still involved with New Zealand and Midlands Hockey and was the driving force 
behind the turf at St Paul’s while he was a member of the Board of Trustees. 
 
This tournament was going to be tough with seven top Hockey schools being invited to come 
and join us.  They were: St Kentigern College, Tauranga Boys’ College, Wellington College, 
Lindisfarne College, Auckland Grammar, Scots College, Christ’s College and St Paul’s 
Collegiate School. 
 
We played our best Hockey against teams that were going to be difficult to beat.  We started 
each game with great structure and put them under pressure, but found we struggled to 
sustain it against very good sides.   Losing to Auckland Grammar 4-2 and Christ’s College 7-
1.  Goals scored by Aubrey Fish and Ryan Steer. 
 
As the tournament went on, our structured play extended for longer periods with a narrow 
loss to Scots College, coached by Old Collegian, Tim Vodane, 2-1 and St Kentigern College 
2-1.  Goals scored by Ryan Steer. 
 
This left us playing off for 7th and 8th position against Wellington College on the final day.  
Once again, St Paul’s was playing against a school that is much larger than itself and is one 
of the top Hockey schools in the country.  The first half both teams were putting each other 
under pressure with Wellington ending the first half one goal up.  After a half-time team talk 
by coach, Mr Ballantyne, we came back in the second half with a nice flick goal over the 
goalkeeper by Chris Higgens.  This was enough to get the whole team fired up with another 
goal by Aubrey Fish soon after putting us ahead 2-1.  Wellington responded with another 
goal drawing the score even.  With five minutes to play Ryan Steer slotted a goal in to take 
back the lead, 3-2 to St Paul’s was the final score, securing 7th place. 
 
Players that need to be mentioned are Simon Morbey who was outstanding in goal and 
produced some awesome saves, and Captain Jono Bloor who ran tirelessly and kept the 
pressure on the opposition.  The whole team can be very proud of what they have achieved.  
This is the first tournament for most players and we were the only school in the tournament 
with only Year 9 boys in the team.  As this team progresses through to next year, we are 
hoping for better results. 
 
The final was between Christ’s College and Lindisfarne College.  Lindisfarne won the Jon 
Tanner trophy 2-1.  All teams enjoyed and appreciated the tournament and are willing to 
return. 
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COLTS RUGBY XV U16 RUGBY TOURNAMENT 2011 

 
This Tournament has been running for three years now and St Paul’s, up until this year had 
not secured a win against the much bigger schools in the competition.  This year however, 
although not being switched on in the first match against Palmerston North Boys’ High, they 
played superbly well in the other two.  The defence let through five tries in the first match but 
in the second match against Hamilton Boys’ High School, who had beaten Sacred Heart by 
50 points in their first match, the defence was ferocious and determined.  St Paul’s led this 
game until late in the second half when HBHS went over for the winning try.  In the final 
game against Sacred Heart from Auckland, with the confidence gained from their efforts 
against HBHS, the Colts went on to win by 21-12.  All players played with passion, 
commitment and desire, especially captain Josh Tye, Brody Rennie, Kieran Dale, and Callum 
Brown in the forwards and Aaron Crow, who received the Back of the Tournament trophy, 
Baxter Mackay and Caleb Lingman who made many incredible tackles on his much, much 
bigger opponents.  Thanks go to Messrs Peter Gilbert, Andrew Gibbs and Chris Luman for 
giving the boys this wonderful opportunity.  
 

OLIVER SMITH GAINS GOLD FOR HIS PROVINCE 

 
On 22 August 2011, the annual North Island Cross Country relays were held in Stratford, 
Taranaki on the local horse racing course.  Individuals were selected from around the north 
island to represent their region as part of a four person team.  Representing the Waikato/Bay 
of Plenty region as part of the Under 19 men’s team was Oliver Smith.  He travelled to the 
event with Mr Holmes.  The course consisted of a 3km loop through the race course that 
utilised the undulations and rough terrain of the environment.  The conditions were ideal, with 
Mount Egmont, Ngaruahoe and Ruapehu all within clear view from the race course.  Less 
than a week before the event, the track had been covered in over a foot of snow. 
 
Oliver ran first and established a good lead over the rest of the field to put his team into first 
place, handing over to the second runner.  The Waikato/Bay of Plenty lead was gradually 
extended throughout the race and they took the gold medal with a one minute, three second 
lead over their closest competitors, Auckland. 
 
Split timing results of the event showed that Oliver ran the second fastest time of the Waikato 
team, the fastest runner being Julian Oakley from Tauranga. 
 

OTHER SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

¶ Adam Ballantyne was named in the Waikato U14 Development Rugby squad.  He was 
the only St Paul’s player named in this team. 

 

¶ On Sunday, 14 August, a few students from St Paul’s competed in the New Zealand 
Duathlon Champs in Taupo.  Adam McCarthy, Jack Davies and Ryan Nicholson all raced 
in the Under 14 section.  It was cold and windy but they all managed to complete the 
race.  Ryan placed 27th, Jack placed 17th and Adam placed 15th after cycling the last part 
of the race on a flat tyre. 

 

¶ Jonty Wood was awarded his 1st XV cap at assembly as he has played over twenty 
games for our Premier Rugby side. 
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BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

 
On Sunday, 28 September, Bishop David Moxon presided over a full School evening Chapel 
Service which saw two St Paul’s Collegiate School students baptised and three put forward 
for confirmation in the Anglican faith: 
 
Baptism:    Jaime King 
 
Baptism and Confirmation:  Paul Newton-Jackson 
 
Confirmation:    Josie Reilly 
     Alex Hargreaves 
 
We would like to take this opportunity of congratulating the above students, for having the 
confidence to take up this opportunity to publically acknowledge their commitment to the 
values and teachings of the Church, in living out their lives.  Many young people today feel 
nervous about making such a commitment, as they have an uncertainty about their position 
in their faith journey so we congratulate the students who took up the opportunity to take this 
significant step. 
 
A number of parents have since expressed an interest in having their son/daughter baptised 
or confirmed.  We would urge you to contact Reverend Craig Luccock, 957 8842 if this is a 
choice your family is considering in 2012. 
 

WAIKATO DIOCESAN CHAPEL SERVICE 

 
On Sunday, 4 September, we visited our sister school, Waikato Diocesan School for Girls, 
for evening worship.  Bible readings and prayers were delivered by our Chapel Prefects, Ally 
French and Jason Coventry.  It was lovely to be able to enjoy the warm hospitality of Mrs 
Vicky McLennan and the Diocesan boarding community. 
 

STUDENT LED WORSHIP 

 
We have had some wonderful student led Chapel Services this term.  Our Year 9 boys have 
enthusiastically taken up the challenge of leading the School in weekday worship, and have 
delivered sermons and prayer that have consistently been of a high standard, with insightful 
and thought-provoking topics.  Many boys when asked at their initial interview in Year 8 what 
was their biggest fear, answered with a comment about public speaking.  Student led Chapel 
Services not only provide our third formers with an opportunity to master a perceived area of 
personal weakness, but a chance to deliver a relevant and challenging message to their 
peers. 
 
On Sunday, 18 September, the Boarding Prefects led the hostel community in evening 
worship, with Charlotte Atherton providing the welcome; Talya Thomas delivering the 
sermon; James Hogg and Sam Tipping the readings; and Alistair Bayly leading prayers. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN DIMENSION  
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The following is the sermon delivered by Talya Thomas: 
 
“One of the first times I truly felt part of a community was my first time at a St Paul’s rowing 
camp.  I remember arriving at Mangakino feeling nervous and scared as I had never met 
anyone before and I wasn’t used to knowing no-one, but five or so minutes after arriving 
everyone was so welcoming and eager to settle in and have a good time. After only a few 
hours I began to realise how strong the community feel was between those that rowed 
together, we not only rowed together, we ate and almost lived together, but most of all we 
had fun, with games and take time out to relax – something which was so hard to do in peak 
season. After a few weeks we were almost like a family, we all felt so comfortable and happy 
around each other and we always talked about how good it was to have such a good 
community between us. 
 
Close communities like this are seen all over the world, whether it be social, sporting, 
cultural, academic or spiritual, some are close knit and others seem almost non-existent but 
it’s the fact that we don’t realise how strong a community is until we reach the hard times in 
life. Think of Christchurch, they were never recognised as being a close community and they 
most likely weren’t, that is until the recent earthquakes that have struck and partially 
destroyed their cities and in many cases their lives. Over the last year they’ve worked 
together and supported each other 24/7 even when it hasn’t seemed possible, when the 
earthquakes continued to strike and we see now that it has brought them so close as a 
community. By having these difficult times they’ve realised how they couldn’t have gotten 
through this hard time without the support and love of the people and the community around 
them. 
  
This same situation occurred with the 9/11 attacks in America. I heard last week a story that 
really spoke to me and made me feel for those who have been affected by the twin tower 
crash. The story was of a man who was about to enter the tower as the planes crashed, he 
managed to run away just in time but after hearing a yell he returned, even though the dust 
and debris continued to fly everywhere and the tower continued to fall. The yell he heard was 
a woman who was disabled and her wheelchair had got caught against some rubble. He 
could have left her but this man picked up this lady with her wheelchair and carried her out 
into the safe area, kilometres from where he picked her up. This man risked his life for a 
woman he didn’t know, just because he was near the same building as her. Now think … If 
there hadn’t been a community of workplaces in and around the towers then this man never 
would have been able to be there to save this woman’s life and she might not be here to tell 
her story today. 
 
Community is such an important aspect in today’s society and it always has been, even 
when it hasn’t seemed to be. In the reading from Acts on the Apostles it talks about how the 
disciples worked together to achieve miracles and wonders, providing reasons for the outer 
community to have faith in the Lord Jesus and his workings. Without the community between 
the disciples and Jesus we would not be presented with the ideas of faith and hope that we 
get reminded about weekly through school, moulding the people we are today. 
 
Communities are what make us who we are. 
 
Communities are what set us apart from others. 
 
Communities are what get us through the hard times. 
 
So next time you think things aren’t looking so good or you are feeling down, think of your 
communities, think of the people you know you can count on. Because the people who truly 
care for you, will always find a way to be a part of your community, and you’ll never have to 
go looking when you need someone to lean on.” 
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CHAPLAINôS COMMENT 

 
One Valentine’s Day my wife gave me a very special Valentine’s Day gift.   It was a large 
ceramic plate upon which she had painted two Celtic birds – it was beautiful and, as one 
could imagine, required many hours of work.  The plate sat on a table behind our couch.  
One day I dropped something behind the couch and, without removing the plate first, I 
crawled under the table to reach the object.  As I reached for the object, I accidentally 
bumped one of the table legs, and . . . the plate fell off!  It landed on the hardwood floor and 
broke into three pieces.  I was horrified!  Needless to say, my wife was not happy, but she 
did eventually forgive me for my carelessness and stupidity.  As part of my penance, I glued 
the plate back together as best as I could.  From a distance the plate still looks very beautiful, 
but, close up, the cracks and chips become noticeable very quickly.  To this day I regret my 
carelessness and the resulting damage it caused to the plate.  One thing that surprised me 
was how easily this seemingly strong and robust plate broke when it hit the ground.   
 
When I look at the plate, I am reminded of our fragility as human beings.  While we have the 
capacity to be strong and resilient – we must never forget that we are also quite fragile.  One 
careless word or action can cause great damage, and, while the wounds may heal, the scars 
will remain as little reminders of the hurts that we have endured.  My carelessness left 
permanent chips and cracks on that beautiful plate.  How often does our carelessness, 
selfishness or laziness cause lasting scars to those for whom we love and care? 
 
Now imagine if I took that same plate and, in a fit of rage, smashed it on the pavement.  The 
plate would likely shatter into thousands of small pieces, making it irreparable.  When we 
intentionally seek to injure someone—whether it is physically, emotionally, or mentally—we 
can cause damage that is irreparable as well.  I think we often don’t understand the power 
we have to do damage to those around us.   
 
Ephesians 4:29 says “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen. “  When my friends and I came across that verse, we made an informal agreement 
with one another.  We agreed that when someone was slandering or gossiping about 
someone else, we would simply say “It’s almost 4:30” – a simple way to remind ourselves 
that we need be aware of the damage we can do when we say hurtful things.  I have to be 
honest, it didn’t always work – but it’s a start. 
 
We are God’s children and that makes us precious and important in God’s eyes.  We need to 
constantly remind ourselves and one another of that.  We are also more fragile than we 
sometimes realise.  We need to be careful with our words and actions.  We carry each others 
lives in our hands – we need to love, nurture and cherish those people around us.   We need 
to use words to build one another up rather than tear one another down.   When we do this 
we create communities where people feel healthy and whole, not scarred and damaged, 
where tears are rarely seen and smiles are in abundance, and where fear, anger or sadness 
are replaced with feelings of love, hope and joy. 
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1960S ï SCHOOL AND SARGOOD HOUSE REUNION 

 
On Friday, 26 and Saturday, 27 August, we welcomed back to the School 75 Old Collegians 
and staff who attended the School in its first decade of inception and those for whom 
boarding life in Sargood and School Houses was important part of their initial experience of 
St Paul’s Collegiate School. 
 
In the early days of the St Paul’s, School House was located in the original school building – 
the Tower Block and what is now known as the Mathematics classroom (i.e. located on the 
left-hand side of the main quadrangle).  St Paul’s Collegiate School in those days was quite 
different to what we see today; surrounded by farmland and then situated on the outskirts of 
Hamilton; with a unstable start with four Headmasters in the first four years, a roll that was 
predominantly boarders and rose from 113 in 1960 to 280 in 1965 and 405 in 1969.  It truly 
was a Venture in Faith in which personalities and indivudals such as the famous 
Headmaster, Mr Reg Hornsby played a crucial role. 
 
So it was with great pleasure, that we hosted Old Collegians and staff who had played such 
a crucial role in the formation and development of St Paul’s at an afternoon assembly on 
Friday, 26 September and then took them on tours of the School and then to a luncheon on 
Saturday, 27 September.  Our thanks go to Old Collegians’ President, Mr Ivan Posa,; Old 
Collegians Executive Officer, Mrs Deborah McRae and Director of Marketing and 
Development, Mrs Glenys Parton, for their excellent work in making this wonderfully positive 
occasion possible. 
 

RETURNING INTENTIONS 

 
October 1st was the final day for families to confirm the returning intentions of their 
sons/daughters for the 2012 academic year.  Pleasingly we have strong boarding waitlists at 
Year 9, 10 and 11.  We are in the process of finalising enrolments for girls at Year 11, 12 and 
13.  We have staffed the School for next year based on the information we had had to date.  
Regrettably any families withdrawing their sons/daughters from now on (i.e. the Board of 
Trustees require that a full term’s written notice of withdrawal is received by the 
Headmaster), will be required to pay Term One fees (i.e. tuition and boarding) in 2012  
 

SIBLING ENROLMENTS FOR 2013 ONWARDS 

 

A reminder to all existing School families – if you have further children to enrol into St Paul’s 
for future years, please make sure that we have an Application for Admission form on file for 
them so that we can make contact with you early in the year prior to enrolment to ensure 
they are interviewed early to avoid disappointment.  This especially applies to boarding 
students as Year 9 beds are limited in number in each of the boarding houses and once they 
are all allocated, we will only be able to offer a waitlist scenario despite family affiliations.  
Please contact Donna Shalloe if you are unsure about whether we have the siblings of your 
current students on file – 07 957 8889. 

 

At this stage of the year we have seven boarding families waitlisted for the 2012 intake and 
indications are that this will be replicated even more in 2013/2014, forcing the Board of 
Trustees to consider increasing the number of boarders it can potentially accommodate.  

SPECIAL CHARACTER  
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However, siblings of existing School families should not be affected by this over demand, as 
long as they have completed an Application for Admission well in advance of their year of 
entry and arrange for an enrolment interview early in the year preceding entry. 

 

MAINTAINING DRESS AND UNIFORM STANDARDS 

 

One of the points of difference of St Paul’s Collegiate School is our adherence to high 
dress standards.  Part of the challenge of adulthood is taking responsibility for your own 
personal presentation.  The reality is the way we as individuals dress and are groomed 
has a significant influence on how we are perceived.  Please, over the examination 
period, encourage your son/daughter to have a haircut.  Any student returning for the 
Carol Service, Leavers’ Service, House Dinners or Prize Giving with inappropriate hair 
length or colouring will be required to have an immediate haircut.  For boys this will be an 
automatic Number 3 haircut, a choice which may have an impact with their peers on the 
beach over the summer holiday period. 

 

MAJOR UPGRADE OF DINING ROOM 

 
October 3rd will mark the start of construction and the process of modernising and expanding 
the School’s Dining Room.  The $1.75m refurbishment will see the current Dining Room 
pushed out 11 metres towards the main Soccer pitch, increasing its seating capacity from 
240 to 360 diners.  This increase will allow us to better cope with the challenge of feeding 
lunch to 750 people over just a sixty minute period and to cater for the predicted increase in 
the boarding roll over the next few years.  The new double-glazed windows and doors and 
heating system will make it more comfortable, particularly for those using the facility for 
breakfasts and evening meals during Terms Two and Three, while the toilet facilities will be 
substantially upgraded, as will the facilities within the kitchen to wash-up plates and cutlery.  
The internal finishing will be to a high standard with Rimu panelling consistent with that 
installed in the recently renovated Management Centre.  The following is a floor plan and 
external profiles for this key building within our School. 
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TIHOI ï THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN 

 
Tihoi is in the midst of term four with spring weather.  The students are currently enjoying 
trips up the mountain, kayaking on the Mohaka River and learning navigational skills in 
preparation for Parent Tramp.  
 
The new mountain bikes are being put to good use with students having the opportunity to go 
riding as an alternative to running during fitness.  The tracks in the Pureora Forest Park are 
outstanding and access is directly out of the centre.  This new initiative is being enjoyed by 
the students and staff on a daily basis. 
 
Towards 2012; the centre is preparing for the inaugural Tihoi Outdoor Leadership 
Programme (TOLA).  This Year 13 Academy operates an intensive multi-faceted academic 
programme which incorporates both secondary and tertiary teaching experiences. The 
programme is delivered utilising holistic education where the standards the students are 
assessed against are the same experiences they will be utilising in the residential and 
outdoor aspects of the academy.   
 
Through utilising small class sizes and motivated students, the programme is able to offer 
144 credits during the year in order to encourage students to achieve a raft of academic and 
industry based qualifications. 
 
These qualifications include:- 

¶ National Certificate of Educational Achievement (University Entrance) – Level  3 

¶ National Certificate in Outdoor Recreation (Leadership) – Level  3 

¶ National Award in Outdoor Activity Supervision – Level  3 

¶ National Award in Outdoor Experiences – Level  2 
 
During the fortnightly rotation students undertake six and a half days of academic based 
schooling in line with the traditional school based subjects of English, Science, Physical 
Education and History. In addition to these subjects there are also tertiary and industry based 
academic requirements focused through the provision of courses in Leadership, Psychology, 
Management and Meteorology. 
 
Courses are run in intensive blocks of between 4 and 12 weeks for each subject. The 
academic programme is progressive in nature with subsequent standards building on those 
conducted previously. All secondary academic assessments will be completed by the end of 
term three, leaving term four for industry and tertiary requirements. The culmination of the 
programme will involve a ten day expedition in a pursuit decided by the academy students. 
 
This exciting new initiative coming to the Tihoi campus is being led by Callum Findley.   
 

ST PAULôS PARENTSô ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 
Great to see so many at the House Rugby and the Ball Parents’ Dinner. 
 
Last  meetings for the year 
30th October 7pm, the Sports Centre (upstairs in the Long Room). 
Friday 17th November - 4pm drinks and snacks with Staff in the Long Room, followed by a 
look around the school to consider projects. 
Christmas meeting - early December - date to be confirmed. 
Project Planning: 
We are still open to ideas for projects- please contact Tim Elliott, Lyn Harris, Eleanor 
Carmichael or any committee member. 
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Cook Book: 
There are still copies available, please contact the Office - great for Christmas gifts. 
Calf Scheme 
Thank you to those families who donated calves.  Grazing is still needed for our donated 
calves. Contact any committee member or email Association Secretary, Eleanor Carmichael 
at eleanorc@xtra.co.nz 
 

GREAT OAKS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED (SCHOOL SHOP) 

 
Second Hand Clothing: 
We are appealing to Year 13 families for good quality second hand uniform that we can sell 
on behalf, through the School Shop.  All clothing must be laundered and be in good condition 
with names removed.  Only clothing purchased from Great Oaks Trading Company can be 
resold through the School Shop.  Please do not hesitate to contact us on (07) 957 8841, if 
you require any further information. 
 
Tihoi Shop Brochure for Intake One 2012 
The School Shop Tihoi brochure for Intake One, 2012 has recently been posted to all parents 
of students in this intake.  The Shop is fully stocked with quality outdoor equipment for the 
purpose of Tihoi.  Please contact the Shop staff if you require further assistance or to book a 
time to run through our products. 
 
Please note the School Shop will be open from 1.00pm on Monday, 24 October for the Tihoi 
Induction Evening.  All profits accumulated in the School Shop are returned to the School. 
 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 
The second half of Term Three has produced a huge number of highlights.  On the sports 
field our sides performed impressively during Winter Tournament; top 16 and 21st placings 
for our 1st XI boys’ Soccer and Hockey teams respectively and a 24th placing in the tough ‘A’ 
grade of the NISS for our Netballers were some of the highlights.  For a relatively small 
school, with just three Netball, boys’ Hockey and boys’ Football teams, this is a truly 
remarkable experience.  Commendably many of our teams made provincial finals, while our 
3rd XI Football and Premier Junior Basketball took out their respective competitions. 
 
Culturally the efforts of our Stage Challenge group to make the National finals (top twenty 
performances), the amazing depth and breadth of talent on display at what must have been 
one of our highest quality Celebration of Music evenings, the re-emergence of quality 
musical groups such as our Orchestra, Marimba Band and Big Band has been an extremely 
heartening feature of the term. 
 
Academically many in the senior school will be disappointed by their performances in the 
recent Benchmark examinations.  A lack of time to prepare, the distraction of Winter Sports 
Tournament/finals are all factors that won’t have the same influence in November.  
Cambridge examinations for our Year 11 and Year 12 student’s start the day Term Four 
commences (i.e. 26 October 2011) while just a fortnight later NCEA examinations 
commence.  With the rearranged dates for the school year due to the Rugby World Cup, our 
seniors have to accept that at least a week of the October break has to be dedicated to 
revision.  Assistant Headmaster, Mr Peter Hampton, has prepared a superb “Survival Guide 
to Study” which gives Year 11 to 13 students advice on how to manage their study 
programme, including a wall planner to help allocate/prioritise their time – our seniors sitting 
these high-stake external examinations need to be encouraged by parents to use this 
revision aide. 
 

mailto:eleanorc@xtra.co.nz
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I look forward to meeting many of you at the Sport and Cultural Prize Giving on the evening 
of Labour Day and at the many House Dinners prior to the senior’s departure for NCEA 
examinations.  I hope you enjoy the opportunity of quality time with your sons and daughters.  
Thank you for your ongoing support and confidence in St Paul’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
G W LANDER 
HEADMASTER 

 
 

 

 

Hamilton House takes out both Senior (above) and 

Junior (below) House Rugby Competitions 

Angus Harris is the first recipient of the 
Beck-Jaffurs Trophy for the 

ñSt Paulôs Footballer of the Yearò 


