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Dear Parents and Guardians
I returned in the middle of last month from twelve weeks of sabbatical leave. I started the
sabbatical with a visit to seven of Australia’s leading Independent Schools; Prince Alfred and
Scotch Colleges (Adelaide), Haileybury School (Melbourne), St Ignatius College and Shore
School (Sydney) and Anglican Church Grammar School or ‘Churchie’ and St Joseph’s –
Gregory Terrace (Brisbane). Specifically in my visit, I was looking at these schools approach
to the use of ICT in teaching and learning; the approach they had adopted in their Pastoral
Care network (Houses and Housemasters) to fostering student resiliency in later life;
initiatives they had adopted to raise student academic achievement. What I found really
heartened me and affirmed that while in some cases we have a way to go, we are basically
heading in the right direction. The visits confirmed the belief that it is the quality of the
relationships and the teaching staff within schools which has the biggest impact on student
engagement and the educational outcomes that they achieve.

Annual School Production for 2013 –
“Little Shop of Horrors”

Independent Schools in Australia have a much greater market share of the secondary school
education sector than their New Zealand counterparts; with 51% of Year 13 students being
educated in private schools in 2012; they receive much greater government support than
ISNZ schools and under the first Rudd government, got a huge cash injection for the
construction of new buildings and for the provision of one-to-one computer devices for senior
students. In New Zealand, despite the election of a National government, we have received
only minimal tangible support, while a Labour government would almost certainly quickly take
away any of the small gains we may have had over the last five years. We can only look with
envy on the forward thinking, visionary approach offered to Independent school educators in
Australia.
Independent Schools in Australia have more recently had a major emphasis on student
“Wellbeing” – ‘an emphasis on social and emotional learning to recognise and manage
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emotions, behave ethically and responsibly and avoid negative behaviour’. There is a
general concern that the major changes brought on by digital technology; the societal trends
towards fast and instantaneous gratification; an emphasis on an accumulation of “things”,
has the potential to create or may foster a generation who may struggle to gain real meaning
from their lives and this may in turn have a negative impact on mental health and personal
motivation. Following the writings of people such as Martin Seligman and Ian Morris on
Positive Psychology, Australian schools have looked at programmes within their Pastoral
Care structures which help students to identify the key ingredients to a positive life. Many
schools undertake regular testing to help students to identify individual strengths and areas
of development through evaluation of Emotional Intelligence (EI). Some have adopted the
PERMA approach (positive emotion, engagement, relationship, meaning and achievement)
with its explicit skills and tools for students. Other schools have started highlighting and
integrating the principles of Positive Psychology in their Chapel sermons, Religious
Education classes and mentor/form classes. This former approach is the most likely one that
we will adopt at St Paul’s.
In 2012, after attendance at the London IBSC Conference, we restructured our pastoral care
systems to include vertical mentor classes (with 14-16 Year 9 to 12 students), which have
met at least twice weekly. In 2013, we introduced a trial of a programme called ‘Character
Education’, partly delivered by our senior Year 12 students.
We believe that we are fortunate as a Christian school to be able to deliver education in a
faith context and that faith is viewed as a strong part of building good men and women at St
Paul’s. As a school, should our emphasis be on academic excellence or producing young
men or women who will be the best of servants for society, family and the work place. Surely
the success of a school should be measured or evaluated on the quality of the men/women it
produces at the age of forty? It is our belief that young people inherently want to be good,
but no one seems to be coherently telling them what this looks like. Boys and girls want to
be men and women of honour. They want to be fulfilled. In many respects, that is contrary
or counter cultural to what they see in the media or what they receive in the form of peer
pressure. They need the confidence that what they are doing is right. Most parents want
their sons/daughters to be outstanding young men/women, but some struggle to provide
them with the boundaries that their son/daughter is seeking and needs. One of the biggest
challenges that schools face is the ‘development of character’, in order that our young people
can have happy and productive lives. The young are often careless in the way they act (i.e.
in areas like the internet, etc). We need to teach them resiliency strategies to help them to
overcome the adversities that they will undoubtedly experience in life. There will be some
amongst our St Paul’s community that will question whether this is the role of a school and
that it should instead be delivered by parents. St Paul’s is a place where 270 students live
for a considerable portion of their teenage years, with many of our day parents working
increasingly long hours and some students coming from a single-parent or blended family
backgrounds. As a result, we believe that as part of our Mission to provide a holistic
experience, that we have a moral responsibility to help provide students with the scaffolding
and skills that they will need if they are to experience satisfaction in later life. We feel that
the most effective way that we can deliver this is a programme aimed at ‘Building people of
Good Character’ through our mentor classes at St Paul’s.
Presently all of our students have been placed in a vertical mentor class (i.e. Year 9 to 12 for
boys; Year 11, 12 and 13 for girls). So far in 2013 we have trialled discussions in mentor
groups on goal setting, respect and the challenges of leadership. These 20 minute pastoral
slots often use digital clips from U-Tube to stimulate discussion. It is our hope that as the
programme develops, the Year 12 students will take responsibility for the delivery of a
structured topic rather than mentor teachers – we see a real strength in power of peers
teaching discussions on character, virtues and leadership.
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Staff News:
Official welcome for new Deputy Headmaster
The start of Term 3 saw the School officially welcome our new Deputy Headmaster, Mr
Ainsley Robson, his wife Allanah and their two young children Elizabeth and Couper at a
Powhiri and Induction Chapel Service on Tuesday, 30th July 2013. Mr Robson was “handed
over” by the Fraser High School community, in a moving ceremony attended by the Principal,
Mrs Virginia Crawford, staff and members of the Fraser Kapa Haka group. Mr Robson had
been a key staff member at Fraser High School for the past 12 years as a Dean, Timetabler,
Head of Department and since 2008, as Deputy Headmaster. Mr Robson has made a very
positive impression over the past month and we believe he will be a real asset to St Paul’s.
The Robson family will join the school residential community early in Term 4.

St Paul’s Collegiate students perform the
School Haka at Mr Robson’s Powhiri

Chaplain undertakes Teacher Training
Reverend Craig Luccock, for the final six weeks of this term is undertaking a teaching
practicum at Fairfield College. Over the past 18 months, Reverend Luccock has been
completing his secondary school teaching qualification as part of his desire to improve the
quality of the teaching and learning in Religious Education classes. In his absence, his
Religious Education classes have been taken by Mrs Karen Johnson, while we have
arranged for guest preachers to lead the school in worship on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
New GAP Tutors
In Term 3, we will welcome four new GAP tutors, who will work within St Paul’s over the next
12 months:
Mr Matthew Banks
 Attached to Williams House.
 Education at St Bede’s School, England.
 Studies ‘A’ Levels; Theatre Studies, English Literature, Government and Politics.
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Sporting and Cultural interests:
o Cricket and Football
o Drama and Acting – taken part in many major school productions
Leadership: House Prefect and School Councillor

Mr James Bedford
 Attached to Clark House
 Educated at George Watson’s College, Edinburgh, Scotland
 Studied SQA Advanced Higher: Mathematics, Economics and Geography
 Sporting:
o 1st XV (2011-2012), Edinburgh U16 and U17 Rugby rep teams
o Cricket: 1st XI for three years
 Completed Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
Miss Imogen Leigh
 Attached to Harington House
 Educated at St Peter’s School, York and Yarm School in England
 Studied ‘A’ levels: History, Mathematics, Physics and Biology
 Sporting and Cultural interests:
o Played Hockey at County level, Netball, Tennis and Lacrosse
o Rowing: completed at National regattas and rowed for England. Coached
novice rowers at both of the above schools.
o Helped direct and produce lower school House plays
Nicolas Hartmann
 Attached to Sargood House
 Educated at Archiepiscopal Grammar School, in Dusseldorf, Germany
 Studied: History, Mathematics, Physical Education, Economics, English, Spanish and
Latin
 Sporting interests:
o Tennis, Football, Hockey
o Captain of 1st XI Soccer side
o Leadership: School Councillor

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ICAS SCIENCE RESULTS
This year, St. Paul’s had 116 students (10 more than last year) enter the ICAS Science
competition, which is a one hour multi-choice examination requiring students to use their
science knowledge, reasoning and interpreting skills to determine the answers to 45
resourced based questions.
Our students compete across all Year levels (9 – 13), against over 10,000 students in New
Zealand and the Pacific, and achieving above the national average in all Year levels.
St Paul’s students have achieved outstanding success over the past four years. With top in
the country medal winners: in 2010 Chang Zhai (Y12), 2011 Conor Robson (Y12) and Chang
Zhai (Y13) and this year, this amazing achievement was replicated by Mark Davis (Y13).
Mark also was top in New Zealand in 2006 (Y6).
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At assembly we recognised the success of the 14 students who achieved in the top 10% and
five students achieved in the top 1% in New Zealand.
For the other entrants including the 36 students who achieved in the top 25% in New
Zealand, they received their certificates in House meetings.
ICAS Science Results 2013
High Distinction Certificate

the top 1% of participants

Distinction Certificate

the next 10% of participants

Credit Certificate

the next 25% of participants

Year 9
Entries: St Paul’s 36
Results: Participation = 17 Credit = 10
Jamie Brown
Distinction
Daniel Wheeler
Distinction
Freddy Corkill
Distinction
Josh Grindlay
Distinction
Michael Turnbull
Distinction
Benjamin Wheeler
Distinction
Jordan Wise
High Distinction
Hamish Tapp
High Distinction
Zacharias Campbell
High Distinction

NZ 4608
Distinction = 6
Top 10%
Top 10%
Top 8%
Top 6%
Top 6%
Top 3%
Top 1%
Top 1%
Top 1%

Year 10
Entries: St Paul’s 20
Results: Participation = 12 Credit = 7
Tully Dickson
Distinction

NZ 4180
Distinction = 1
Top %

Year 11
Entries: St Paul’s 28
Results: Participation = 13 Credit = 10
Stephen Joe
Distinction
Hugo Brown
Distinction
James Morritt
Distinction
Daniel Davis
Distinction
Marcus Ground
Distinction

NZ 1313
Distinction =
Top 10%
Top 5%
Top 3%
Top 3%
Top 2%

Year 12
Entries: St Paul’s 24
Results: Participation = 16 Credit = 6
Jordan Ogilvy
Distinction
Joseph Chen
High Distinction

NZ 722
Distinction = 1
Top 8%
Top 1%

High Distinction = 1
36/45
40/45

Year 13
Entries: St Paul’s 8
Results: Participation = 3
Credit = 3
Chris Whiteley
Distinction
Mark Davis
High Distinction

NZ 432
Distinction = 1
Top 4%
Top in country

High Distinction = 1
40/45
43/45

High Distinction = 3
33/45
33/45
34/45
35/45
35/45
37/45
39/45
40/45
41/45

36/45

5
35/45
37/45
38/45
38/45
39/45

MARK DAVIS CELEBRATES ICAS SCIENCE SUCCESS
Mark Davis (Year 13) participated in the International Competitions and Assessments for
Schools (ICAS) Science examination. Mark achieved the top score at Year 13 level for the
New Zealand and Pacific Region and is eligible to receive a University of New South Wales
(UNSW) medal for his achievement. Interestingly, this is not the first time Mark has won an
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ICAS medal in Science – he also achieved the top result in Year 6! We are very proud of
Mark’s impressive achievement in this prestigious International examination.
MERIT AWARDS – TERM TWO, 2013
Merit Awards are presented to the top 5% of students in each Year level. Individual merits
can be given for academic, sporting, cultural or pastoral achievements. The total number of
merits received by individuals are accumulated to determine who are to be recognised at a
special assembly held early in each of the school terms. The following is a list of recipients
for Term 2:
Year 9

Hugo Burt
Connor Edwards
James Mitchell
Liam Pepper
John Richardson
Oliver Saunders
Samuel Wilson

Year 10

Bede Higgens
Romke Gower Hoogstra
Hunter Johnson
Jackson Morgan
Thomas Wilson

Year 11
Anthony Chilcott-Parker
Daniel Davis
Marcus Ground
Poonnasint Pattanakulchai
Michael Torrance

Year 12
Yang (Max) Meng
Jordan Ogilvy
Dedao (Daniel) Zhuang

Year 13
Geraldine Fish
William Moreland
Jonathan Moss
Callum Windley
Peter Winkelmann
BOARDERS ACADEMIC AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE END OF TERM TWO
Year Level
9
10
11
12
13

Clark

Sargood

Williams

Harington

Zacharias Campbell
Weber Wang
Marcus Ground
Callum Connell
Vincent Reilly

Josh Grindlay
Thomas Yarrall
Jack Schicker
Taylor Deakin
Ke Shi

Oliver Saunders
Thomas Wilson
Hugo Brown
Oli Clausen
Jonny Moss

Kinneir Groube
Holly Hardie
Nisma Hasanain
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HISTORIC WIN IN YEAR 9 WAIMATHS COMPETITION
The annual Waimaths Mathematics Competition was held at the Hamilton Gardens on
Thursday, 15th August from 7.00pm to 8:30pm. Every Waikato Secondary School could enter
one team of three students in the three divisions of Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11.
Each team had forty five minutes to try and solve twenty questions. A correct answer on the
first attempt scored three points; two points if they got it right the second attempt and one
point for a correct answer on the third attempt. The questions for all three Year levels were
very challenging.
The Year 11 team consisting of Daniel Davis, Connor Gyde and Hugo Brown did very
well. They placed third out of nineteen teams competing at this Year level.
The Year 10 team consisting of Blair Foster, James Krippner and Oliver Soar placed
tenth in their division with twenty schools competing.
The Year 9 team consisting of
Jordan Wise, Benjamin Wheeler
and Daniel Wheeler were one
point behind with 30 seconds left
before the 45 minute time control
stopped the competition. With five
seconds left
they correctly
answered on the second attempt
their final question and gained two
points. This meant that they were
the winners of Year 9 out of the
twenty-two teams that competed.
All three were given new graphic
calculators for their first place
finish.
Mr Judkins, Mrs Hastie, Mr Muirhead and Mrs Visagie were very pleased with all three teams
as they competed against the best mathematicians in the Waikato.

CULTURAL PARTICIPATION
IMPRESSIVE SCHOOL PRODUCTION – “LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS”
In the final weeks of Term 2, we hosted our 2013 School production of Howard Ashman and
Alan Menkers Broadway hit, “Little Shop of Horrors” at the Southwell School Performing Arts
auditorium.
In contrast to last year’s production of ‘Les Miserables’ this year’s musical involved only a
small cast and had a simpler storyline that Stage Director, Mr Nicholas Clothier stated
revolved around ‘”love, ambition and horticulture”. A toe-tapping experience, full of 1960s
Rock and Roll and early Motown music, it proved a real hit with audiences. A very talented,
dedicated and committed group of students really impressed and produced a highly
entertaining and enjoyable performance over the four evenings in the middle of July.
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Female lead, Jessica Reilly (Year 13) was joined by male lead, Cameron Downey (Year 12),
Daniel Johnson (Year 12), Jasper Hankins (Year 12), Peter Winkelmann (Year 13) and Mark
Swarbrick (Year 13) and
produced powerful and
faultless acting and
singing performances.
Ably supported by 60s
street
urchins
(Zoe
Lapwood – Year 11;
Brianna O’Donoghue –
Year 11; Evie McHugh Year 12 and Jessica
Peart - Year 12), the
sixties musical theme
came
through
powerfully.
In the chorus, Heath Campbell, Henry Brown, James Bickford-Smith, Reon Bruce, Thomas
Watson, Sean Vartiainen, Jordan Davies, Jackson Bovill and Finnbar Claridge provided
strong and polished enthusiastic support.
The backstage crew of William Kenna,
Damon Hayward, Jeremy Doneghue were
very effectively led by Christopher ChilcottParker (Stage Manager) and worked
efficiently and unobtrusively behind the
scenes.
While Musical Director, Mr Francis Cowan;
Director, Mr Nicholas Clothier and Producer,
Ms Andrea Dela Rue proved a formidable
leadership team; enthusing and exhorting the
cast and crew to replicate the high
benchmark standards set over the past few
years. They were ably supported by a great
group of staff and parents: Choreographer,
Mrs Kirsty Herapth; Set-Builder, Mr Haapi
Wilson; Sound and Lighting, Mr Duncan
Smith; Make-up and Hair, Mrs Deborah
Downey and Mrs Heather Griffin-Peart;
Props, Mrs Karen Johnson; Costumes, Ms
Andrea Dela Rue; Front of House, Ms Rose Don and Mr Gary Judkins; Programme, Ms
Karen Pickering and Mr Ray Powell; Set Design, Mrs Christine Coates. A superb team
effort.
Director, Mr Nicholas Clothier provided the final word:
“Well that’s another production done and dusted! I hope that you are sitting reading this and
remembering how terrific the show was. If not, we’ll see you at the next one!
We started preparations for ‘A Little Shop of Horrors’ almost a year ago with auditions for
main parts and as the cast was so small for this one, pretty much EVERYONE was a
principal! Compared to last year’s production this one seemed pretty straight-forward in
rehearsal… The narrative was quite simple; A Man finds a plant, gets girl, goes crazy, gets

8

The Informer

St Paul’s Collegiate School

eaten. And the set that was built and decorated on-site by Mr Haapi Wilson and Mrs
Christine Coates was much easier than last year.
The kids did an excellent job on stage. As far as directing them was concerned, I let them
make quite a few artistic decisions themselves and this meant that they had much more of a
say in the overall feel of the show.
The only really complicated aspect of the show was the co-ordination of the puppet. Mark
Swarbrick (our puppeteer) and Peter Winkelmann (the voice of Audrey II) did an amazing job
especially considering the short time-frame we had for practicing this.
All of the cast
were
mature
and easy to
work with and
the process was
made so much
easier by the
hard work of all
of the staff and
parents
who
were involved.
Specifically
I
would like to
thank
Ms
Andrea
Dela
Rue and Mrs
Karen Johnson
for taking on huge amounts of work for this show. The final result was very much down to
these two amazing women.
All in all the school should once again be immensely proud of what we did with the
production this year. It keeps getting easier and easier. This is because after five of them, we
are starting to get really good at the backstage stuff meaning that Mr Francis Cowan and I
can concentrate on what happens on stage.
Next up – St Paul’s Shakespearean production in April 2014 – “AS YOU LIKE IT!!!”
SENIOR SCHOOL ART COMPETITION RESULTS
The results were recently finalised for the inaugural Senior School Art Competition
sponsored and promoted by the St Paul’s Parents’ Association. The students have created
fantastic work and we have received very positive feedback from both Round 1 (community –
students, staff, parents) held on Friday, 31st June in the Long Room and Round 2 (the public
vote) when art works were displayed for a period of time at Kitzo. All the entries have been
hung in the meeting room of the Long Room so that visitors to the school can enjoy the
efforts of our artists.
The prize winners for 2013 were as follows:
First Prize of a Gordon Harris gift card to the value of $150 went to Jasper Hankins with his
work entitled: “Inspired Anarchist” – “This image was made to inspire teenagers to break free
from the monochromatic style of society, to be different and reach for your goal, no matter
what the odds are. The image portrays a boy who defies colour, gravity and most
importantly, reality”.
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Second Prize of a Gordon Harris gift card to the
value of $100 went to Deanna Morse with her
work entitled: “Wet Paint” – “As an artist uses
dedication and imagination to create his
masterpiece, an athlete uses blood sweat and
tears. As with both, when they dry, the canvas
shows us what was dreamed of. The darkness
suggests the time, the sweat and tears
suggests the effort, the medals suggests the
success, What you put in is what you get out”.

st

1 Prize Winner – “Inspired
nd
Anarchist” (L) and 2 Prize
Winner – “Wet Paint” (R)

Third Prize of a Gordon Harris gift card to the
value of $75 went to Cameron Downey for his
work entitled: “Process” – “In this image, I placed
the word possibilities above the silhouette
because it symbolises dreams and inspirations.
Although they may seem far-fetched, they can still
be achieved”.
Special thanks to the Parents’ Association for this
magnificent new initiative and thanks must go to Mrs Kelly Saunders for her support of this
event and her continual encouragement of our student’s cultural talents.
IMPRESSIVE STANDARD SET AT HOUSE MUSIC FESTIVAL
On Wednesday, 7th August, the house group and solo musical item competition took place in
the chapel. This year, the fiercely fought clash of the Houses was judged by two of our
itinerant music teachers, Ms Melanie Lina and Mr Derek Shaw. The standard of the
performances was inspiring, making Derek and Melanie’s job a challenging one.
First on the night’s agenda was a solo performance from each House. Soloists were judged
against five criteria, which were derived from the marking schedule for NCEA music
assessments. These were: presentation, accuracy, musicianship, technique, and audience
appeal. Ultimately, the judges placed the solo items as follows:
In 3rd place was Harington House. Brianna O’Donoghue treated us to a haunting vocal
performance of the song ‘Angel’, by Sarah McLaughlin.
In 2nd place was Fitchett House. Jonathan Mayer impressed the judges with his elaborate
piano performance of Adele’s song ‘Skyfall’.
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Taking out the solo competition this year was Williams House. Year 9 student John
Richardson caused jaws to drop as he played “Dirt Wizard” on his electric guitar. We look
forward to seeing more performances from this talented student in the future.
After the soloists had performed, it was time for the small groups representing each House to
go head to head. The rules for the group items were as follows: each House must prepare a
musical item that may be instrumental, vocal, or both, and must be presented by a group of
between three and seven musicians. The performances were judged by the same five
categories as the solo items, with a special emphasis on the way in which musicians within a
group showed communication, and a focus on ensuring each group member played a
significant part. Once all House groups had performed it was clear that the standards of
musicianship and song choice were superb across the board, giving the judges a tough time
deciding the final placings.
In 3rd place was Sargood House with a hugely energetic and polished performance of ‘Take
Me Out’, by Franz Ferdinand. Sargood were represented by Peter Winkelmann [vocals,
electric guitar, and dance moves], Josh Lemon [electric guitar], Jack Schicker [electric
guitar], Alex Winkelmann [bass guitar and dance moves], and Nick Winkelmann [drums].
In 2nd place was Harington House with a stunning vocal performance of ‘Wings’, by Little Mix.
The group consisted to Jess Reilly, Beth Langton, Brianna O’Donoghue, Hinehou Te Ua
[vocals] and Shani Fernando [guitar].
And the House with the winning group performance was Hamilton House, with an
atmospheric performance of a song called ‘7 Billion People all Alive at Once’, by the brilliant
yet obscure Irish post-rock band And So I Watch You From Afar. The group consisted of
Josh Walpole-Smith [electric guitar], Lucas Martin [electric guitar], Hamish Malins [12-string
guitar], Ezekiel Crawford [bass guitar], John Penyas [keyboard], and Paul Newton-Jackson
[drums].
The hours of practice that all of these talented House musicians put in certainly paid off,
resulting in a highly enjoyable evening of good quality music. The success of the night was
also thanks to the hard work on the parts of Christopher Chilcott-Parker and his team, Mr
Gilbert, Mrs Flint, our two judges Melanie and Derek, and many more who put time into
making sure everything ran so smoothly.
The theme for this year’s House Choir competition, held on Friday, 16th August, was “Things
people do”, a theme inviting Houses to choose songs that related to jobs, hobbies,
professions, or interests.
With a tight preparation deadline, tensions were running high on the day of the House Music
Choir competition as each House worked to get their pieces as polished as possible for the
afternoon’s competition. Judging the event this year we were lucky enough to have Mrs Julie
McIntyre, Director of Music at Southwell, and Mrs Tami Ward, Music Teacher at Cambridge
Middle School, give up their time for us.
The placings for the 2013 House Choir competition were as follows:
8th Place:
7th Place:
6th Place:
5th Place:
4th Place:

Clark House – ‘We Built this City on Rock’n’Roll’ by Starship
Williams House – ‘Piano Man’ by Billy Joel
Sargood House – ‘Buffalo Soldier’ by Bob Marley
Hall House – who opened the competition with a well-rehearsed and strong
performance of ‘Please Mr Postman’, as sung by the Beatles
School House – with a powerful and captivating rendition of Coldplay’s, ‘The
Scientist’
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3rd Place:
2nd Place:

Fitchett House – who performed a harmonious and enthralling rendition of
‘The Boxer’ by Simon and Garfunkel
Harington House – engaged the audience with effective harmonies and split
parts, as well as an infectious enthusiasm, singing ‘Car Wash’ by Christina
Aguilera and Missy Elliot

The 2013 winners of the House Choir competition were Hamilton House, who performed a
hard-hitting version of the heavy and compelling song, ‘Leaders of the Free World’, by British
rock band Elbow.
It was positive to see just how close the competition was, with the standard again being
pushed yet higher, despite the tough preparation time.
ST PAUL’S STUDENTS EXCEL IN WAIKATO SPEECH EXAMS AND COMPETITIONS
WAIKATO SPEECH EXAMS
In conjunction with Speech Teacher, Roslyn Cunnington of Chatterbox we congratulate the
following students for their achievements at the recent Waikato Speech and Drama Exams in
gaining their Leadership Certificate.
Chester Hulme

Leadership Certificate - Merit Plus

Taylor Deakin

Leadership Certificate - Honours

WAIKATO SPEECH COMPETITIONS
Congratulations also to the following students for their achievements at the recent Waikato
Speech and Drama Competitions. A great result with three cups; seven first placings and
two runners-up awards.
Sam Goodey

Secondary School Cup Winner + Scholarship
Character Recital Cup – Highest mark (Gollum)
1st Prepared Reading, 1st Original Poem
2nd Acting - Improvised, 2nd Poem Recital
3rd Sight reading

Taylor Deakin

Comical Excellence Award Winner
1st Sight Reading; 1st Prepared Speech, 1st Impromptu Speech
3rd Prepared Reading

Kinneir Groube

1st Restricted Class - Poem and Reading

Darius Hasan-Stein

1st Improvised Story Telling
Very Highly Commended – Poem & Reading

SPEECH AND DRAMA CLASSES 2013
The most VALUABLE INVESTMENT you can make in your son/daughter’s life – is giving
them the chance to learn to speak well and confidently.
Speech & Drama Classes:
Public Speaking Classes:
Leadership Certificate:
Interview Classes:
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Focus on speaking and acting with performance opportunities
Learn social speeches and business communication skills
An impressive Certificate for Years 12-13
Gain knowledge, strategies and confidence Years 12-13
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CONTACT:

Roslyn 027 248 2888
www.chatterbox.net.nz
info@chatterbox.net.nz
Speech Comm. NZ Inc. Reg; LTCL–London; BEd; DIP Ed; TEFL; Waikato Festival of
Arts Convenor
BOARDERS’ CULTURAL AWARDS
Year Level
9
10
11

Clark

Sargood

Williams

X
Romke Hoogstra

John Richardson
Jackson Morgan

12
13

Jeremy Doneghue
Pat Srisa-An

Heath Campbell
X
Alex & Nick
Winkelmann
William Kenna
Peter Winkelmann

Joshua Voigt

Harington

Kerwan Rose

X

Jasper Hankins
Jonathan Ring

X
Fiona Thorp

OTHER CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS





The St Paul’s Collegiate School, Senior Debating team, won the Rotary Club of Fairfield,
Challenge Debating Cup in their debate against Waikato Diocesan School for Girls held
on Monday, 10th June. The team of: Lovely Dizon, Hannah Clare and Mark Davis
(coached by Ms Bridget Hansen) successfully negated the moot, “That this house would
allow mining on conservation land in New Zealand”.
Craig Scott received a distinction pass for his Grade 7 Trinity practical - he achieved a
91% - a very pleasing outcome for Craig.
In the Hamilton String Competitions, Jessica Chanwai and John Penyas' Ripon Piano
Quartet (other two musicians are from HBHS – Simon Miles and Daniel Ng) came first in
the Chamber Music 18 Years and Under Class. They were also awarded the Combined
Sponsors' Cup for the Best Performance out of all the Chamber Music classes. An
outstanding result considering that they beat the chamber music group who was the
winner of the Chamber Music Contest Hamilton Regional competition. In addition,
Jessica was awarded the Johan Endert Cup for Outstanding Musicianship. This was
awarded for her performances in the PACANZ (Performing Arts Competitions Association
of NZ) Acoustic Instrument Nomination Class 15 years and under 21, and for the Duet 18 years and Under Class in which Jessica performed a Spanish dance piece with her
younger sister Victoria.

SPORTING ENDEAVOURS
1ST XV RUGBY CNI FINAL VS FRANCIS DOUGLAS
In fine conditions St Paul’s Collegiate School and Francis Douglas squared off before the
start with stirring Haka’s. A challenge was issued by each.
St Paul’s made a nervous start, but was organized in defense and withstood several good
Francis Douglas attacks. Twenty minutes in and Francis Douglas scored out wide with their
fast outside backs. St Paul’s replied with a display of forward power with the final drive over
by Samisoni Taukei’aho and converted by Arjun Singh.
Three minutes before half time Francis Douglas converted a penalty to lead at the break by
eight points to seven.
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After half time St Paul’s turned up the heat and dominated for the first 15 minutes. A try close
to the posts by Aaron Cleland as a result of a combined backs and forwards attack. Arjun
Singh added the conversion.
Francis Douglas replied with a penalty and St Paul’s with a converted try. Aaron Crow
intercepted a pass from a promising Francis Douglas attack and was in under the posts.
Arjun Singh converted.
Score 21 St Paul’s - Francis Douglas 11 points with 15 minutes to go.
Francis Douglas threw plenty of variety at St Paul’s. Kicking with the wind or distributing the
ball to their outside backs and taking several late long range penalties. Their valiant rally
produced two late converted tries.
Final score Francis Douglas 25 - St Paul’s 21.
A huge thank you for their support and encouragement throughout the season goes to
Messrs Andrew Gibbs and Ryan McCarthy for their coaching and to Mr Mike Voykovich for
his managerial skills.
1ST XV PLAYERS RECEIVE THEIR CAPS
BACKS:
James Hunt - has played 24 games for the 1st XV over two years. He demonstrates a strong
work ethic on and off the field and leads by example. His electrifying pace has been a real
asset to the team, enabling him to score many long range tries. His strong right boot gains
valuable meters, when field position is needed.
Conner Fullerton - has played 24 games for the 1st XV over the last three years. He is the
current vice-captain and directs play superbly from halfback. He has a strong kicking game,
defends like a flanker, but his long flat pass is what sets him apart from others. He has
played representative rugby and last year was part of Harlequins U17.
Rhodri Mackenzie - has been a permanent fixture on the right wing over the last two years,
playing 25 games. He is known for his strong, direct running and ferocious defense. He is an
honest player, who trains and plays hard and is consistently one of the fittest members of the
team.
FORWARDS:
Sam Bowley - has had an impressive season this year and has grown as a player and a
leader. Some of the attributes that characterise his game are having extremely powerful leg
drive, speed, and power. This year Sam was selected in the Harlequins U17 side and has
played 22 games for the 1st XV.
Jaden Verryt - is a Senior Leader in the 1st XV this year. Jayden is an extremely tough and
uncompromising player and this has led to him being a formidable foe for most opposition
players. Jayden has played 26 games for the 1st XV.
Aaron Cleland - is really starting to develop into a top class front row forward and into a fine
senior leader within the team and has made valuable input both on and off the field. Aaron
has played 25 games for the 1st XV.
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ST PAUL’S HOCKEY PLAYERS PICKED FOR REPRESENTATIVE SIDES
Alec Wilson was selected in the NZ U18 Tiger Turf Junior Academy Squad of 30 players
after his impressive performances in the recent regional tournament. This is the first time we
have had a player make this squad since Nick Quinn attended St Paul’s (Clark - 1999-2003).
The Midlands U18 team and the Waikato U18 team both won GOLD at their respective
tournaments. The U18 Waikato/Bay of Plenty Midland boys convincingly won their
tournament and beating Canterbury in the final, becoming the inaugural winners of this
nationwide regional competition.
St Paul’s players involved in the Midlands U18 team were:




Alec Wilson
Kobi Nicholson
Daniel Scanlon

The U18 Waikato boys also won all their games; defeating Wellington 6-4 in the final. This is
the first time that Waikato Hockey has won this age group provincial competition in its 43
year history. St Paul’s players involved in the Waikato U18 team were:





Samuel Holmes (Captain)
Joel Kosoof
Conor Shalloe
Sean Henley-Smith (was selected but pulled out before tournament)

Also congratulations to the following players who have been selected in the Waikato U15A
and Development teams:
Waikato U15A
 Jonathan Bloor
 Aakaash Chimanlal
 Callum Jarvis-Hall
 Felix Rolls
 Maks Wyndham-Smith

Waikato U15 Development
• Richie Bloor

NATIONAL YOUTH FUTSAL CHAMPIONSHIPS SHOWCASE OUR BOYS’ TALENTS
Over the weekend of 20th/21st July, our Futsal representatives attended the National Youth
Futsal Championships in Wellington and did their region proud with a grand total of 35 goals
scored by St Paul’s players:
Waikato U14 - Finished 11th Place
Samuel Dean - goals Scored 1
Waikato U16 - Finished 5th place
Luke Goodwin - goals scored 16 (2nd equal Golden Boot for tournament)
Tom Goodwin - goals scored 7
Samuel Lockwood-Geck - goals scored 2
Waikato U19 - Finished in 4th Place
John Penyas - goals scored 6
Samuel Masterson - goals scored 1
BOP U19 Finished in 2nd Place
Ayush Lakhera - goals scored 2
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NARROW LOSS IN NATIONAL CHESS QUALIFIER
The Waikato Inter-schools chess tournament was held at Southwell School on Sunday.
Twenty-five teams of four players from Primary, Intermediate and Secondary schools were
competing for a place at the National tournament at Mt Maunganui College in the September
holidays. There were six games with a time control of 30 minutes per game. Our second
team of Darius Hasan-Stein, Benjamin Wheeler, Daniel Wheeler and William Morrow did
well placing fifth.
After the end of the six rounds our first team of Daniel Davis, Joseph Chen, Craig Scott
and Daniel Zhuang were tied with Hamilton Boys’ High School. A play-off round was
needed and at the end both teams won two games each! Another round was played and
HBHS just managed to win three games to one and the right to go on to Nationals. However,
if an odd number of teams qualifies for Nationals than there is a good chance that our team
will be allowed in this tournament. Mr Judkins was very proud of how well our boys played as
the second play-off round could have gone our way.
1ST XI COME SO CLOSE TO WINNING HOCKEY QUAD
Over the weekend of 10th/11th August, St Paul’s hosted the annual Pitu Quadrangular hockey
tournament. Westlake, McLean’s, Tauranga Boys’ and St Paul’s all versed one another,
which provided good experience for all teams against hard opposition in preparation for
Rankin Cup; which is less than a month away.
St Pauls’ first game, against McLean’s College on Saturday morning was a relatively onesided affair, with St Paul’s dominating for much of the game. Good ball movement from the
backs and quick distribution through the midfield resulted in St Paul’s being 4-nil up at the
half. McLean’s defense tightened in the second half and St Paul’s failed to capitalise on a
number of opportunities, as the game ended 5-nil to St Paul’s. Goals were scored by Ezekiel
Crawford, Devon Nolan, Maks Wyndham-Smith and two by Daniel Scanlon.
In St Pauls’ second match of the day, the historic rivalry against Tauranga Boys’ proved to be
a much tighter affair, with momentum switching sides over the course of the match. Midway
through the first half Alec Wilson slotted away a penalty corner to see St Paul’s up 1-nil at
half time. St Paul’s held off Tauranga’s determined attacks for the remainder of the match
and with a late goal each to Conor Shalloe and Daniel Scanlon, St Paul’s recorded an
impressive 3-nil win. After losing to Tauranga 4-1 less than two months ago, this is a
particularly good achievement for St Paul’s, and the team can be proud of winning back the
Ballantyne Cup.
On Sunday morning, St Paul’s played a formidable Westlake side that finished second at
Rankin cup last year, for their final game of the quad. A deflection from Kobi Nicholson saw
St Paul’s go up 1-nil five minutes into the match, which remained the score line at half time.
Westlake however dominated for much of the game and proved to be deserved winners on
the day, as they outplayed St Paul’s in most areas of the game. This was good experience
for St Paul’s, as Westlake is in our pool for Rankin cup. Final score of the match was 2-1 to
Westlake, resulting in them winning the Pitu Quadrangular tournament.
NZ SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS
Over the weekend of 16th/18th August, St Paul’s had two boys’ and one girls’ team competing
at the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ National Squash Championships.
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St Paul’s entered a girls’ team for the first time, consisting of: Natasha Sue, Navroz Gill, Holly
Irwin, Toni Anda and Armarni Irwin. The girls found themselves up against more experienced
opposition, going down in their first two matches against Thames and Waihi. However, all the
girls gave it plenty and improved steadily with Toni Anda winning our first match at the
Nationals against Waihi in a display of deft touches and raw power. Our big match and
chance for a win was against Rutherford High from Auckland. Toni again set things up with a
gutsy win at number four in the first match. Navroz was looking in total control in her match at
number two being two games up, but couldn’t quite close it out going down in five hard
games. Holly Irwin completely dominated her opponent to win well at number three while our
number one, Natasha fought bravely against a skilful opponent going down in three close
games. It was up to Armani Irwin in the last match to try and score us a historic win. Armani
gave it all she had and although she got closer and closer to her opponent over the three
games, she couldn’t quite pull it off. All the girls had a great weekends squash and gave an
excellent account of themselves.
After the first round where the boys lost to much higher ranked opposition the ‘A’ team
consisting of: James Atherton, Hugo Brown, Conor Gawith, Sam Lockwood-Geck and Sam
Wilson were far more evenly matched with their opponents, but unfortunately went down 3/2
to TaupoNui-a-Tui College in their very tight second round match. From there the team went
on to defeat Rutherford Collage 4/1, Rathkeale Collage 3/2 and in their final game against
Marlborough Boys’ College, they convincingly won 5/0.
The whole team performed very well, with some players having to play people well above
their grade. Sam Wilson and Sam Lockwood-Geck had four wins from their five games and
James Atherton was nominated four of the five matches with the fair player award.
The ‘B’ team made up of: James Morritt, Riley Kissling, Chris Tindall, George Dyer, Mathew
Caskie and Josh McLaughlin were the 31st seed, so were going to have to play very tough
opposition for the first three games, although they almost pulled off a huge upset losing 3/2
against Waihi College.
In their 4th round match they come up against Paeroa Collage winning 3/2 before going down
to Orewa College in their last game. All the players had a great time and fun experience and
Riley was nominated four of the five times with the fair player award, with both Chris and
Mathew winning two of their games and only losing to much higher ranked opposition. The
‘B’ team finished one place above its seeding which was a good achievement.
Considerable thanks must go to Messrs Garth Littlejohn and Brendon Woodhead for the time
and effort they have put in to these young people and for fostering their passion for the sport
of Squash.
BOARDING SPORTING AWARDS
Year Level
9
10
11
12
13

Clark

Sargood

Williams

Carne Lincoln
Connor Gordon

Oliver Dowling
Benjamin McColgan
Samisoni
Taukei'aho
Ben Brogden |
Salesi Leota
Kobi Nicholson

Samuel Wilson
Bede Higgens

Jack Davies
Thomas Gordon
Mitchell O'Connell
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Harington

Asipeli Mafuataimi

Meg Skilton

William Reeves

Pippa Lewis

Toby Way

Grace Namana
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OTHER SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS
Other representative honours:
Netball:
 Grace Namana
(Hamilton U19)
 Pare Gilmartin-Kara (Hamilton East U17)
Rugby:
 Sam Bowley
 Christopher Fawcett
 Trent Collingwood
 Taylor Hayes
 Caleb Lingman (Captain)
 Aaron Crow
 Samisoni Taukei’aho
 Adam Ballantyne

) All selected as New Zealand Harlequins
) U17 representatives
)
)
) Chiefs
) Chiefs
) Under 16 representatives
) Under 16 representatives

Basketball:
 Conor Crowe
 Brandon Watkins

) Waikato U19 Basketball representatives who played in the
) recent National Tournament

Water Polo:
 Damon Hayward

(Waikato U16)

CHRISTIAN DIMENSION
PREFECT’S CHAPEL SERVICE
Prayer:
Reading:
Sermon:

James Atherton
Dominic Scott-Jones
Meg Morbey

Theme:

'Seeking the Positive in times of Tragedy'

Ever taken a moment, to just stop and think about all the things in life that make you happy?
Maybe it’s your friends, family, your pets or your achievements? How often can you say that
when the going gets tough that you stop and reflect on these positive things? Not many of
you I would say, as it’s perfectly normal for all of us to focus on the negative as that is the
most prominent emotion we feel when things are bad. Every day people face trouble and
tragedy, and this comes at so many different levels, from denting your car to losing a loved
one, but it’s how we deal with these hardships that enable us to carry on with our lives.
I’m sure that every single person has either experienced or knows someone who has
experienced some sort of tragedy in their lifetime and has witnessed the effects of these
hardships. I understand these effects from personal experience as about three months ago,
a 19 year old boy who was a close family friend, died suddenly. This really devastated his
family and all the people who knew him; it was something that I never imagined occurring
and I wasn’t quite sure how to deal with it. But as time has passed I’ve noticed the incredible
way the family has dealt with the loss. They have kept in contact with his friends, been open
to support in all areas, exercised regularly and made sure they have kept close knit as a
family. It has been all these positive things that have given them the strength to keep going.
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It would have been very easy for them to become withdrawn, but instead they have
embraced the good that is left in their lives. The positive way that this family is dealing with
tragedy has reflected onto the families and friends supporting them and helped them to deal
with this too. Even though it’s hard to see that anything positive could come out of any
tragedy, from witnessing this I’ve seen how this event has brought so many families and
friends so much closer together.
The loss of a loved one is one of the worst tragedies that anyone can face, but there are
many other events that happen on a daily basis that we perceive as tragedies; things such as
being burgled, losing a job, failing a test or ending a relationship. Depending on what
tragedies we’ve been exposed to before, our perceptions of what a true tragedy is will vary
from person to person. It’s important that we deal with each hardship on the level that it is, for
example if you have crashed your car, yes it’s a hassle to have to get it fixed, but looking on
the positive side, it could have been so much worse, especially if someone in the car had
been injured or killed. By looking at the positive we enable ourselves to put things in
perspective and this can help us deal with the trouble we are facing, as there will always be
someone better off than us and someone worse off than us. It seems ironic, but when a
hardship strikes which in the scheme of things is relatively minor, it often helps you to get
over what has happened to you if you help someone else who has been affected more
greatly than you have. This once again puts your trouble in perspective and makes it seem
not as bad as it could be.
Sometimes when life gets tough, people think that buying something such as a new car, or
turning to drugs and alcohol will comfort them, yet we neglect to realise that it’s sometimes
the simple things in life which help us cope best. In poverty stricken countries people face
tragedy every day, they are exposed to things such as starvation, disease, civil war and
frequent death of family and friends. They’re reduced to the very basics of living, therefore
any assistance in the way of food, shelter and medicines and even a simple act of kindness
helps these people to cope with their hardships every day. So it’s important to remember that
there’s is a lot of suffering worldwide and we need to be open to support them. Dealing with
times of tragedy and sadness cannot be done alone; God will always be there to help you
share the load as that is the best way to relieve yourself from the grief. By letting others help
and support you, you allow them to let you see the good that is left in life.
To hold the positive close to you, is to appreciate all the good things that you have in your
life. There is no justification for some of the horrors that people have to face, so it can
destroy you if you dwell on the ‘what ifs’. By seeking the positive and supporting each other
we help ourselves to make the most of what we have been given.
WILLIAMS HOUSE CHAPEL SERVICE – SUNDAY, 30TH JUNE 2013
Welcome:
Prayer:
Readings:
Sermon:

Anthony Simpson
Sean Vartiainen
Dylan Wallbank and Thomas Harsant
Toby Way

Theme:

‘Making the most of opportunities’

Have you ever walked away from a situation feeling frustrated because you realize you just
missed an amazing opportunity that you may never get the chance to peruse again? Well
you are not the only one, as every day we pass up opportunities that could enhance our lives
or give us more insight into the interesting world that we live in. We are all lucky enough to
have sporting, academic, cultural and many other opportunities enter our lives, but it is often
the case that we let these favourable circumstances pass by without willfully acting upon
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them. When opportunities come our way, we are sometimes reluctant to take action and
eventually that possibility will soon have passed. There is a Latin phrase that you might have
heard. ‘Carpe Diem’, Seize the Day, which is often used to express how one should take
every opportunity and make the most of their surroundings. This is all very well but there are
several factors that lie in the way before we even start. Laziness is one of these; quite often if
opportunity is taken it has to be worked at. This leads people to dread this work and rather
avoid the potential possibilities. Fear of failure also sees a lot of opportunities missed as
people are afraid of failing even before beginning. Procrastination is another opportunity
stopper, as many would like to take up the opportunity, but will postpone it until it has moved
on.
Here’s a humorous story that epitomises making the most of an opportunity. A young soldier
and his terribly obnoxious officer travelled by train together. If you've commuted by train you
know that some seats face each other. The men happened to sit across from a pretty young
lady and her grandmother. There was an immediate attraction between the girl and the
young soldier. They talked for much of the trip and after several hours of traveling the train
rumbled through a pitch-dark tunnel. About halfway through the tunnel two sounds were
made: the smack of a kiss and the whack of somebody's face getting slapped. When the
train burst back into the sunlight there were four different thoughts. Granny was aghast and
thought, "How dare that boy kiss my granddaughter. But he deserved being whacked for that
kiss." The officer thought, "it’s fine with me that he kissed the girl, but she didn't need to slap
me for it! The girl thought, "Great kiss but why did Granny have to slap the guy? Only the
soldier new the truth; he had just seized the moment to both kiss the girl and slug his officer!
The challenge for all of us is to ignore any feelings of procrastination, fear or laziness we
might initially have and just have a crack at the opportunity. This might be deciding to learn a
new instrument, playing a new sport or just taking up an offer from somebody to do
something. If we venture from our comfort zones and keep living live to the fullest there is so
much to be gained and we will eventually be better people for it. We will all one day finish
school and our childhoods would have come to a close so it is very important that we seize
all the opportunity’s we get as kids before it’s too late and we have moved onto different lives
with new and different ventures. The way we should live our lives could be moulded on the
Japanese culture of eating. When they sit around the table, they will have all varieties of
dishes placed on the rotating platter and as it comes to them, they fill their plates and then
rotate the platter again; if they miss it then they will probably not get that dish again. This is
such a simple illustration, but would tell us more for life, if you miss a chance you miss it –
you may not get another. So make the most of it while you can. ‘Carpe Diem’ - Seize the day.
HAMILTON/HALL HOUSE CHAPEL SERVICE – SUNDAY, 11TH AUGUST 2013
Prayer:
Readings:
Sermon:

Ezekiel Crawford
Geordie Migo and Lucas Martin
Paul Newton-Jackson

Theme:

‘Making a Real Difference Through Service’

Saint Francis of Assisi said ‘preach the Gospel always, and where necessary, use words’.
This evening I will be talking to you about the most powerful way to model and uphold the
values of the Christian Faith; through service to others. Even for those of you who may not
specifically identify yourselves as being Christian, the fact that showing love for others
through tangible, hands-on support is an inherently good thing cannot be denied. ‘Preach
the Gospel always, and where necessary, use words’. In his quote, St Francis challenges us
to preach, or show our love, through our actions, rather than our words.
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I’m not going to try to tell you all how lucky you are – chances are, you already know that,
and even if you don’t, it doesn’t matter. The beauty of serving others is that it transcends, it
surpasses boundaries like age and social status. You don’t have to see yourself as being
better off than someone to lend them a helping hand. When it comes down to it, people
working together are just that – human beings acknowledging a basic need to communicate
and share struggles with one another.
In the first reading we hear Jesus telling his disciples that whenever they feed the hungry,
welcome strangers, clothe the naked, and visit the sick or imprisoned, they are not only
serving the people who need it most, but are also serving God. I think this reading from
Matthew is especially good because it puts into words an idea that is central to the Christian
faith; that God is in all people; in all of us. Perhaps this goes some way towards explaining
why it is that people find so much joy in helping others; as well as getting things done and
fulfilling a need we are allowing our spiritual sides to truly connect.
Some parts of the second reading might sound a bit familiar to you; the sentence ‘as each
has received a gift, use it to serve one another’ is paraphrased in our school prayer. In this
letter from St Peter to the early church, Peter is reminding us that we each have our unique
gifts and talents, and urges us to use these to help fulfil the needs of others around us. Now,
I am going to talk to you about one gift that everyone on earth has, a gift that, even though it
is perhaps one of the most difficult to give, is always always always worth giving on account
of how much happiness it can bring.
This gift is the gift of time. The reason that time is such a powerful and rewarding gift to
receive is the same reason why it is a difficult gift to give; time is valuable, time is precious,
everyone has the same amount given to them, and everyone is free to spend their time
however they choose. In his letter to the Galatians, St Paul says ‘For you were called to
freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through
love serve one another.’ This sounds quite similar to what we heard before in Peter’s letter to
the early church, and there is a good reason for this; a key facet of the Christian message is
the importance of using our free will, which is in itself a gift, to help out those around us.
But back to the subject of giving time, I
would like to talk to you a bit about
Hamilton’s House Charity for 2013, the
Grandview Community Garden.
Earlier
this year, the Year 13 leaders of Hamilton
house came up with the idea of taking a
more hands-on direction with the House
Charity initiative. We wanted to find a
charity that would allow all members of the
House the chance to make a significant
difference locally, and gain real satisfaction
in doing so. We decided to support the
Grandview Community Garden, as it was a
charity that was both local, and also
welcomed the idea of groups of 20+ boys
coming to lend a hand. The Grandview
Community Garden was set up on a patch of Salvation Army land in Nawton in 2011, with
the aim of providing a place for refugees, new migrants, and those from the Nawton
community to grow their own food with an emphasis on thrifty, sustainable gardening and
healthy physical activity. Many families who benefit from the Garden are refugees who have
arrived in New Zealand with no money, and lack the knowledge and resources to start a
vegetable garden. At the Community Garden, many people like this are given their own
small plot of land, and taught the skills they need to provide for themselves and their families.
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Near the end of last term, a group of boys from Hamilton house met at the community garden
on a Sunday to spend a solid two hours mulching trees, digging out weeds, clearing land,
removing lumps of wood and concrete, as well as meeting some of the gardeners. As an act
of charity, just how powerful this gift of
time
and
effort
was
can’t
be
underestimated.
Not only were the
gardeners at Grandview grateful for our
help , but also, and perhaps even more
importantly, we were encouraged to help
out again in the future, as we could see
just how much of a tangible difference we
could make by giving up two hours of our
time.
I very strongly believe that charity doesn’t
truly become real until we connect with
those who we are helping, and are able to
appreciate that we can make a real
difference. There is a line in the hymn
‘Jesus Christ is Waiting’ that says ‘let my
care be active’. The work that Hamilton
House have done, and will continue to do at the Grandview Community Garden is an
example of what a positive experience ‘active care’ can be, and one which I hope you find as
inspiring as I do. I encourage and challenge you all to discover a new way in which you can
serve others, whether it be spending time with an elderly relative, helping a sibling with
homework, or even contacting a local charity to offer any form of help. I pray that through
lending others around us a helping hand, we are able to grow closer to them and through
this, closer to God. I will leave you to reflect on a quote from Mother Teresa; ‘We can do no
great things, only small things with great love’.
CHAPLAIN’S COMMENT
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed.
Mark 1:35
Mark’s Gospel is both the shortest and fastest pace of the four Gospel’s. The phrase “Jesus
went” appears in Mark more than any other Gospel. By the time we arrive at the quote you
read above, Jesus has been baptised by John, spent 40 days in the wilderness, recruited his
disciples, exorcised and demon and performed a number of healings. This all occurs before
the end of the first chapter!
Then, in the midst of all this frenetic action, Jesus got up early in the morning to pray in a
solitary place. At this point, Mark’s Gospel slows down, almost to a standstill, before the
pace once again quickens. I find that one verse to carry a powerful message for all of us
about the need to slow down.
We live in a world consumed by busyness. Globalisation requires companies and industries
to be accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. New technologies that were supposed to
give us more time seem to be having the opposite effect. We live in a ‘go go go’ world in
which the ‘cult of busy’ reigns supreme. We take pride in our ability to multi-task, when
research shows that we are less effective when doing so. We obsess over efficiency and
sacrifice quality. Fast food, fast cars, fast communication, fast talking (yes, research has
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shown that we even talk faster than we used to!). One thing is clear – we need to slow
down!
I believe that one of the great tragedies of our increasingly secular world is that we have lost
the art of being able to slow down, to be still, and to simplify things. We celebrate our
busyness, even though we know that the hectic, fast paced world in which we live is bad for
our physical, mental and emotional health! Religion has something very important to teach
us about slowing down. One commonality among all major religions is that there is an
expectation that people seek out time and space for stillness, whether it is through prayer,
contemplation, meditation or some other method.
All of my most powerful spiritual experiences have not occurred in moments of excitement
and tumult, but in times of quiet contemplation—in prayer, meditation, singing a quiet hymn,
reciting a Biblical or poetic verse, or singing a Taize chant. It is in the quietness and
stillness of my life that I experience that deepest and most profound connection with my God,
with humanity, and with our beautiful created world.
One of my favourite stories is of an interview between Mother Theresa, a tireless worker for
the poor in the slums of Calcutta, India. The interviewer asked her how often she prays.
Mother Theresa responded that she prays for over an hour every day. The interviewer,
rather surprised by this answer asks, “So what do you say to God.” Mother Theresa
responded, “Nothing, I just listen.” Naturally, the reporter asks, “So what does God say to
you?” Smiling, Mother Theresa says, “Nothing, He just listens.”
There is emerging research to suggest that meditation can help us develop virtues of
mindfulness and compassion as well as slow the aging process. Other evidence suggests
that those who regularly practice prayer and/or meditation are generally more happy, tolerant
of others, and altruistic in nature. This is true whether one is a Catholic nun or a Buddhist
monk. So what is the common denominator? They have learned to slow down and practice
stillness.
We need to slow down! But the question is how? The truth is that practices of prayer,
contemplation, and meditation are found universally across all major religions and cultures.
Furthermore, they are not practices exclusively for those who are ‘religious.’ These practices
and rituals are available to anyone who wishes to slow down their lives. An author by the
name of Leo Babauta, on his website gives the following 10 Essential Tips for Slowing Down.
1. Do less. It’s hard to slow down when you are trying to do a million things. Instead,
make the conscious choice to do less. Focus on what’s really important, what really
needs to be done, and let go of the rest. Put space between tasks and appointments,
so you can move through your days at a more leisurely pace. Read more.
2. Be present. It’s not enough to just slow down — you need to actually be mindful of
whatever you’re doing at the moment. That means, when you find yourself thinking
about something you need to do, or something that’s already happened, or something
that might happen … gently bring yourself back to the present moment. Focus on
what’s going on right now. On your actions, on your environment, on others around
you. This takes practice but is essential.
3. Disconnect. Don’t always be connected. If you carry around an iPhone or Blackberry
or other mobile device, shut it off. Better yet, learn to leave it behind when possible. If
you work on a computer most of the day, have times when you disconnect so you can
focus on other things. Being connected all the time means we’re subject to
interruptions, we’re constantly stressed about information coming in, we are at the
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mercy of the demands of others. It’s hard to slow down when you’re always checking
new messages coming in.
4. Focus on people. Too often we spend time with friends and family, or meet with
colleagues, and we’re not really there with them. We talk to them but are distracted by
devices. We are there, but our minds are on things we need to do. We listen, but we’re
really thinking about ourselves and what we want to say. None of us are immune to
this, but with conscious effort you can shut off the outside world and just be present
with the person you’re with. This means that just a little time spent with your family and
friends can go a long way — a much more effective use of your time, by the way. It
means we really connect with people rather than just meeting with them.
5. Appreciate nature. Many of us are shut in our homes and offices and cars and trains
most of the time, and rarely do we get the chance to go outside. And often even when
people are outside, they’re talking on their cell phones. Instead, take the time to go
outside and really observe nature, take a deep breath of fresh air, enjoy the serenity of
water and greenery. Exercise outdoors when you can, or find other outdoor activities to
enjoy such as nature walks, hiking, swimming, etc. Feel the sensations of water and
wind and earth against your skin. Try to do this daily — by yourself or with loved ones.
6. Eat slower. Instead of cramming food down our throats as quickly as possible —
leading to overeating and a lack of enjoyment of our food — learn to eat slowly. Be
mindful of each bite. Appreciate the flavors and textures. Eating slowly has the double
benefit of making you fuller on less food and making the food taste better. I suggest
learning to eat more real food as well, with some great spices (instead of fat and salt
and sugar and frying for flavor).
7. Drive slower. Speedy driving is a pretty prevalent habit in our fast-paced world, but
it’s also responsible for a lot of traffic accidents, stress, and wasted fuel. Instead, make
it a habit to slow down when you drive. Appreciate your surroundings. Make it a
peaceful time to contemplate your life, and the things you’re passing. Driving will be
more enjoyable, and much safer. You’ll use less fuel too.
8. Find pleasure in anything. This is related to being present, but taking it a step
farther. Whatever you’re doing, be fully present … and also appreciate every aspect of
it, and find the enjoyable aspects. For example, when washing dishes, instead of
rushing through it as a boring chore to be finished quickly, really feel the sensations of
the water, the suds, the dishes. It can really be an enjoyable task if you learn to see it
that way. The same applies to other chores — washing the car, sweeping, dusting,
laundry — and anything you do, actually. Life can be so much more enjoyable if you
learn this simple habit.
9. Single-task. The opposite of multi-tasking. Focus on one thing at a time. When you
feel the urge to switch to other tasks, pause, breathe, and pull yourself back. Read
more.
10. Breathe. When you find yourself speeding up and stressing out, pause, and take a
deep breath. Take a couple more. Really feel the air coming into your body, and feel
the stress going out. By fully focusing on each breath, you bring yourself back to the
present, and slow yourself down. It’s also nice to take a deep breath or two — do it
now and see what I mean.
We can change this culture of speed and busyness, but we must begin by changing
ourselves. We must change our practices and habits in order to create a happier and
healthier world. Slow down. Enjoy every moment of your existence. Listen for the small still
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voice of God. Practice the art of presence when talking to friends and family. Give thanks
for all of life’s little blessings . . . and don’t forget to breathe!

SPECIAL CHARACTER
TIHOI – THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN
The second intake for 2013 has settled in well and have completed the first session with
great energy and enthusiasm. Many of the 62 young men who make up this intake are
learning valuable lessons as they start their Tihoi journey. The students have participated in
house tramp, bush survival, rock climbing and kayaking thus far.
With the recent visit to Tihoi from the St Paul's Board of Trustees, Cyn and I were able to
discuss and show board members the recent developments both in the centre, the outdoors
and academic achievements that students and staff can be proud of over the past 12
months. It is not until we sat back while writing the report that we realise how many great
things happen at Tihoi in a relatively short space of time outside of the day to day
achievements also being made. It is also very evident how generous and supportive all
people within the school community are with continued donations to Tihoi in many different
areas. We thank you all for this.
One of the major physical developments which we are hoping to open to the current intake of
students in October is the Tihoi Fitness Assault Course. A 500 metre track across the creek
where the old circuits course was, has been tracked, planted and will have approximately 15
elements for students to complete as part of the daily fitness programme. The hard work of
current staff member Robert Brown has seen a long term vision turned into a reality. Work
will continue on the course during community day this intake and throughout the coming
years. This fitness assault course will add another dimension to our fitness programme.
Exciting staff family news sees a number of new babies expected over the coming months.
Hillary McDonald and Simon Goodwin are expecting their first child in September, Peter and
Nicola Evans are expecting their first child in late August. Damian and Sheryl Firth have just
announced that in December they are expecting twins, they currently have Keegan (3) and
Liam (2).
Josh Mann has completed his position as Tutor to take up an opportunity in the drilling
industry in Australia. Josh has worked hard over the past year and a half and we wish him all
the best in his new venture.
The large gum trees have been removed from the hill leading up to the outdoor chapel/30
foot rock wall. These areas have been replanted in native trees with the goal of the area
being completed and tidy by December 2013. Arborists felled the trees and mulched the
branches with the remainder of the clean up being completed on community days or with
staff and students. This area continues to be a very special place at Tihoi.
The Outdoor Programme continues to be very strong and a highlight for every student at
Tihoi. The opportunities and skills delivered continue to be of the highest standard with staff
continuing to gain national awards and to develop their professional skills across the
pursuits. All equipment is well cared for with excellent processes and systems in place.
14 new canoes arrived in July and this will become an activity the students will participate in
both during the Outdoor Programme and Expeditions. We would like to thank the Parents
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Association for the great ongoing support in helping with the funding for these initiatives. The
first canoeing programme will be delivered on Lake Tarawera.
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS FEEDBACK
In both of the newsletters in the first term, we provided feedback on the results of the 2012
Community Survey. This survey, completed in November last year, was completed by 250 of
the 400 St Paul’s Collegiate School families.
In this newsletter, we report on feedback on the questions that largely related to St Paul’s
delivery of Pastoral Care and how it could improve its students for positive citizenship.
The percentage of parents who rated the School’s performance as a 5/5 or 6/6 for:
Strongly Agree
72%

1% unable to respond

Provides a safe and supportive overall
learning environment

76%

1% unable to respond



Provides a fair
discipline system

consistent

65%

6% unable to respond



Encourages students to respect one
another

69%

3% unable to respond



Creates multi-cultural awareness for
my child

50%

5% unable to respond



Handles bullying issues effectively

38%

28% unable to respond



Fosters effective interaction between
girls and boys

48%

25% unable to respond



The House system is a pivotal part of
St Paul’s

80%

1% unable to respond



Challenges the students to do their
best in all aspects of their education



and

Comments that featured regularly were on the following areas:
“Encourage greater involvement in community organisations … get them more involvement
in the community … voluntary week … more involvement in community service. Greater
awareness of biculturalism … greater exposure to diversity of NZ today … greater multicultural awareness.”
With regards to bullying, quite a number of parents commented that their children hadn’t
experienced it so couldn’t comment with confidence, but obviously 8% (i.e. 18 families –
rated the school 1/6 or 2/6) were unhappy with the school’s response in this area, so it is fair
to say, this should be a focus for the future – to explain clearly the measures we take (i.e.
twice yearly confidential student bullying surveys) and the intervention that results from the
feedback we receive and the options available to families whose son/daughter is
experiencing bullying. Bullying is an issue in every school in New Zealand and we need to
work hard to ensure we act in a proactive, effective and transparent manner.
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Challenges Students to do their Best in all
Aspects of their Education
93

83

44

1
(Strongly
Disagree)

13

7

2
2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Provides a Safe and Supportive Overall Learning
Environment
99
87

34

1
(Strongly
Disagree)

12

7

1
2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Provides a Fair and Consistent Discipline
System
74

84

34
16

8

1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

27

14

3
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4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)
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Encourages Students to Respect One Another
107

60
43
18

6

1
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Creates Multi-Cultural Awareness for My Child
81
64
39

37

8

3
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Handles Bullying Issues Effectively
67

64
41
14

22

30

4
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Fosters Effective Interaction Between
Girls and Boys
79

38

37
21
5

2
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

The House System is a Pivotal Part of
St Paul’s Collegiate
108
85

3

1
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

27

15

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

‘DUTY OF CARE’ FOR BOARDING STAFF
The ‘Duty of Care’ course is designed for those who are involved with the pastoral care of
school-age boarders. It was written for the New Zealand Boarding Schools’ Association
(NZBSA) with the aim of developing the knowledge and skills that are necessary to perform
boarding duties effectively.
As the leading authority on boarding in New Zealand, the NZBSA represents the interests
and well-being of boarders, boarding staff and boarding schools, and promotes best practice
in boarding. The NZBSA facilitates communication between schools, hostels, educational
bodies and government agencies such as the Ministry of Education.
The course requires the successful completion of 14 individual units of study, which are
evaluated by an external assessor. We congratulate Mr Andrew Constable, Mr Ryan
McCarthy, Mr Matthew Markham and Ms Katie Rhymer for successfully completing this
boarding qualification.
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BOARDING CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
Year Level
9
10
11
12
13

Clark

Sargood

Williams

Harington

Judd Redmond
Judd Redmond
Willis Webb
Cameron Wratt
George Koreman

Michael Turnbull
Michael Turnbull
Shaun Drew
Chester Hulme
Tom Schicker

Ben Truebridge
Ben Truebridge
Nicholas Simpson
Thomas Harsant
Francois Eksteen

Hazuki Yokoyama
Kendal Buchanan
Nicole Parry

RETURNING INTENTIONS FOR 2014
As we are in the process of finalising enrolments for 2014, we ask
that any parents of an existing student from Year 9 through to
Year 12, whose son/daughter is definitely leaving at the end of
2013 to notify the Headmaster in writing by September 2013. If
you are uncertain about your child’s returning intentions you
must notify the School no later than 1st October 2013. Any family
not giving the required written, term’s notice, will unfortunately
be charged Term One fees for 2014.
STUDENT ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL
St Paul’s has a legal responsibility to ensure that all absences are ‘explained’. This means
that if your son/daughter is unable to attend school on any particular day, we would
appreciate it if the parents of Day students would ring the School Office on the day of your
teenager’s absence. Students should bring a note explaining their absence to their
Housemaster when they next return to School.
If your son/daughter has an appointment during the day, they need a note to verify this and
must sign the ‘gate book’ in the main office Reception area.
STUDENTS USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
A reminder that all students bringing a motor vehicle to and from school are required to gain
permission from the Deputy Headmaster. St Paul’s students are under the School’s
jurisdiction from the time they leave home to the time they return home from school. Once
they have been granted permission, they must display their St Paul’s car permit in the car
window. Prior permission must be given by both sets of parents and the School, before
passengers can be carried. Drivers must have a full license to carry passengers. Student
motor vehicles can only be used at the start and the end of the school day. Abuse of car use
will result in the withdrawal of permission for a student to use their motor vehicle to get to and
from school. Serious breaches of the School’s bylaws can result in significant disciplinary
action.
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PARENTAL FUNDRAISING FOR TEAM/GROUP ACTIVITIES
It is important that all fundraising events for school activities are carefully coordinated and
before being confirmed, go through the Deputy Headmaster, Mr Ainsley Robson, for final
approval. We are fortunate to have a committed and enthusiastic parental body who are
very supportive of our students sporting and cultural activities. Occasionally teams or groups
want to raise money for a trip, Tournament or activity. Permission must be sought from the
Deputy Headmaster who will in turn liaise with the Director of Extra-Curricular Activities or
the Director of Development, as well as the Finance department (if it is a sponsorship issue).
It is important that events don’t clash with pre-planned events on the school calendar or with
activities planned by other groups within the St Paul’s community. Our aim is to maximise
the funds raised without impinging on other initiatives planned.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating and thanking Mr Peter Hampton for the
superb job he did as Acting Headmaster in my absence on sabbatical leave, during Term 2.
Ably assisted by Mr Jed Rowlands (Acting Deputy Headmaster) and Mrs Helen Bradford and
Mr Peter Gilbert (Acting Assistant Headmasters), they did a magnificent job in running the
school so effectively and efficiently. I have nothing but praise for the tremendous way our
Senior Leadership Team stepped up and managed the school over Term 2.
On a personal note, it was wonderful to share quality time with my wife and soul-mate,
Judith. Headship is demanding and particularly tough on spouses. We enjoyed immensely
our time together in France, Spain, Portugal and towards the end of our trip, our attendance,
along with HOD Science, Mr Kelvin Hogg and Harington Housemaster, Mrs Jackie Lock, at
the IBSC International Conference looking at Best Practice for Boys, held in Richmond,
Virginia. I want to publicly thank the Board of Trustees for giving us this great opportunity.
Since my arrival back in New Zealand, life has returned to its normal frenetic pace. The third
term has started superbly. There is a very positive, focused atmosphere around the school.
Mr Hampton and myself have been completing references for scholarship applications from
our Year 13 students, while Halls of Residence applications are due for completion by
Housemasters. Seniors (Years 11-13) are in the midst of the completion of their major
benchmark examinations. The results of which will give them an indication of progress so far
and the degree of work that will be needed to be put in, in order for them to reach their
academic targets for the year. With just three school weeks until Cambridge examinations
commence and six until NCEA and Scholarship start, there is significant urgency needed in
the apportioning of our seniors time to the prioritization of revision and study.
We have hosted a number of wonderful functions at the school over the past month, where
our students have done us proud – the Powhiri welcome for Mr Robson, the successful
celebration to mark 50 years since the establishment of Williams House; the Old Collegians’
reunion; the well-attended Year 10 Subject Information Evening; while the House Music
Festival was one of our best ever, with the quality of musicianship and singing extremely
impressive at the solo, group and choir performances.
Ballroom dancing lessons are well underway in preparation for the social highlight of the year
– the annual School Ball.
It is great to be back. Over the past couple of weeks, I have enjoyed working with the quality
young men and women we have at St Paul’s and catching up with you at the various
sports/cultural events.
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(L) Looking up to the ‘Outdoor Chapel’ at the
Tihoi Campus and a snapshot of some of the
elements of the new Tihoi Fitness Assault
Course
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