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Dear Parents and Guardians
In the last issue of ‘The Informer’, I outlined the importance of teaching resiliency strategies
to our young people ‘to help them to overcome the adversities that they will undoubtedly
experience in life’.
During Winter Tournament, I travelled the North Island watching our teams in action in
Wellington, Levin, Taupo, Papakura and Pakuranga. If you ever wanted to see how sport
can encapsulate life’s lessons, you only need to observe senior sports teams involved in the
pressure cooker high stakes competition of a National sports competition.
Participation in sport brings with it a string of benefits; the recognition that training is a
discipline, if success is to be won in matches, is excellent preparation for adulthood; learning
to accept advice and sometimes constructive criticism from a coach requires both reflection
and a degree of humility; accepting the judgement of others, including umpires and referees,
which can alter the outcome of a contest, whilst being coloured by human frailty, builds
character and resilience; working within a team fosters friendship and companionship.

2013 School Ball Theme
“The Great Gatsby”

The winter terms have seen our students experience their most extensive involvement in
sport; School Cross Country championship, House Hockey, Soccer, Rugby and Chess and
their probable involvement in a team sport such as Rugby, Football, Basketball, Hockey,
Squash, Netball, etc. Involvement in sport brings with it pressures both on and off the court,
turf or field. Assessment pressures ramp up in the winter terms while seniors have all
important benchmark examinations. In Term 4 there is a belief that young people who have
too many structured activities tend to become stressed out and can under achieve as a result
– ‘a jack of all trades and a master of none’. However, for the vast majority of our students, I
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feel that this pressure is good. Life doesn’t just throw up one problem at a time and give you
the comfort of dealing with them at an even pace. Instead, as a wife/husband, father/mother
and employee/employer you are faced with managing many different balls in the air and you
have to be resilient to survive the experience.
New
research
published
recently
in
the
Sydney
Morning
Herald
(http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life/busy-children-shown-to-do-better-20090407-9z0y.html)
highlighted a study which found busy students in fact performed better than those who
participated in fewer activities outside the classroom. Those who didn’t challenge
themselves had poorer outcomes and suffered from lower self-esteem.
Young people at St Paul’s Collegiate School certainly don’t lack for opportunities, but what
they do need to quickly recognise is that they need some balance in their lives if they are
going to thrive and achieve. Helping them to develop these resiliency strategies is both the
responsibility of the School and their families.
A recent study (by R Walia) on families where both parents are employed, indicated that on
average ‘couples are able to give their children a meagre 15-20 minutes per week’ of quality
discussion time. The study stated ‘regardless of how much we give our children or how
many sporting events we make our children attend, the thing that they will remember the
most and will have the most impact on their lives, will be the quality of time we spend with
them. This does not mean watching television with them, or even going to their sports
games, it is the time spent relating to them and sharing parents wisdom, guidance and
experience with them; it is time spent fishing, camping, skiing or playing tennis with them; it is
time spent reading a story to or with them; it is time spent helping them with their homework
or helping them to learn to drive. Parent-child time will change as they grow older, but it
does not diminish the importance of the quality of the interaction.
As for our teachers it is the quality of the relationship that determines the level of
engagement of the students in their care. Research by the International Boys School
Coalition (IBSC) involved two prominent USA educators, Michael Reihart and Richard
Hanley, visiting and surveying teachers and students at 35 schools in Australia, Canada,
South Africa, United Kingdom, United States and New Zealand (Hamilton Boys’ High School,
Lindisfarne College and Palmerston North Boys’ High School). So what did the study find
that we need to do to create this relationship and so engage our students?
(1) ‘Reach out to students making time for personal engagement and tuition’ (i.e. for St
Paul’s, our small class sizes and extra tutorials outside of normal lessons obviously
are an advantage).
(2) ‘Teachers demonstrating subject and pedagogical mastery – students are often
reticent to show publically they do not understand or at a loss as they feel that such
an admission may make them belittled. Having a personal and “warm” classroom
with well-planned lessons suitable for boys can remove this barrier’ (i.e. for St Paul’s
we are fortunate in the high quality and experience of our teaching staff who
consistently display an excellent grasp of their curriculum and subject area).
(3) ‘Knowing students personally – individual interests and talents’ (i.e. for St Paul’s our
contact with our students is multi-dimensional through involvement in coaching sports
teams, leading cultural events, sharing the boarding/residential experience of the
young people in our care).
(4) ‘Sharing a common interest or characteristic with a student’ (i.e. for St Paul’s – as
above).
(5) ‘Accepting opposition at times from students – being able to judge when to tolerate
and treat them as individuals’ (i.e. for St Paul’s this trait comes with experience. As
parents we are better at the role as we approach the parenting of younger siblings
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and for teachers you become more mellow, a little less black and white, more
accepting of difference as your teaching experiences grow).
(6) ‘Teachers revealing their vulnerability – being human’ (i.e. for St Paul’s the size of the
School makes a huge difference. We have the opportunity for students to get to
know their teachers well – often they will teach students a number of times as they
progress through their school years).
While the conclusions of this study are not surprising, they provide a timely reminder of why
we place such importance on the holistic learning experience. Schooling is not one
dimensional and dependent on academic delivery. No effective teaching can occur without a
positive relationship. The study affirms the importance placed on our strong House system
and introduction of vertical mentoring class; the practice of involvement of all staff and
students in co-curricular programmes; the place of the unique outdoor experience of Tihoi;
and our small class sizes. There is no doubt in my mind that the relationship building aspect
of all these enhances our school’s culture and thus student educational, social and emotional
outcomes.
Ultimately, though resiliency comes from within an individual. We can try to put the right
conditions in place and establish the support structure needed for our teenagers;
occasionally we may have to step back and allow them to experience failure and the
important lessons that are derived from negative outcomes; we can explain the values and
virtues that you need if you are to experience success and satisfaction in life; but we can’t do
it for them. Ultimately our young people will determine their own destiny. We don’t do them
any favours when we hover over them, covering and restricting their ability to progressively
make more of their own decisions. We tread a fine line with teenagers. If we overstep the
mark or don’t provide the appropriate structured, consistent support and guidance, we can
create a huge “monkey on their back”, a thing they will have to bear throughout adulthood.

CULTURAL PARTICIPATION
‘GOOD VIBRATIONS’ – A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC
Friday, 6th September saw the school display the very
best of its musical talent in the Celebration of Music
concert. Co-ordinated by the Director of Extra-Curricular
Activities, Mr Gilbert; ably supported by our Director of
Music, Mrs Michelle Flint; Director of Choral Music, Mr
Francis Cowan and Band Director, Mr Ian Parsons and
many of our highly skilled and passionate itinerant music
tutors, the evening set a new benchmark for musical
concerts within the School. The breadth and depth of
talent was the real feature of the 2013 musical
extravaganza. One of the highlights was listening to the
singing of our guest performer, Hillary Scholar and Old
Collegian, Jonathan Eyers singing: “O! Du mein holder
Abendstern” and a spinechilling rendition of “Hallelujah”.
All of the performers were very polished and of an
impressive standard and we have had some extremely
encouraging emails and verbal feedback since the
concert from members of the audience.
Jessica Chanwai performs
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Our thanks go out to the following students who performed so impressively on the night (i.e.
in order of their performance):
Kapa Haka

Waiata

Director Matua Hamuera Tamihana

Big Band

“My Dinner With Ronald”
“Into the Sun”

Dean Sorenson & Bruce Pearson
Dean Sorenson & Bruce Pearson

Director Mr Ian Parsons
Vocal Duet

“What Can I Say?”
Paul & Elizabeth
Newton-Jackson

Paul’s own composition

Classical Violin

“Chaconne”
Jessica Chanwai

Vitali
Acc. Dr Greg Neil

Electric Guitar Solo

Rock School exam piece
John Richardson

Piano Solo

“Fantaisie” Impromptu
John Penyas

Chopin

Vocal Solos

“Feeling Good”
Jasper Hankins
“I Won’t Send Roses”
Daniel Johnson
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off Of You”
Cameron Downey

“The Roar of the Greasepaint,
the Smell of the Crowd”
“Mack and Mabel”

Saxaphone Solo

“Miss Marple” theme tune
Jordan Wise

Kenneth Howard

Blue Grass Band

“St Anne’s Reel”
“Soldier’s Joy”
“The Girl I Left Behind Me”

All traditional
Director Mr Paul Trenwith

Vocal Quartet

“Wings”
Harington House

Little Mix

Piano Solo

“Skyfall”
Jonathan Mayer

Adele

Electric Violin

“It Ain’t Necessarily So”
Jessica Chanwai

Gershwin
Acc. Dr Greg Neil

Concert Orchestra

“Born To Hand Jive”
“We Go Together”
“Summer Nights”
“Greased Lightning”

All from “Grease”
Arr. Paul Murtha
Director Mrs Michelle Flint

Vocal Solo

“Daddy’s Son”
Zoe Lapwood

“Ragtime”

Piano Solo

“Nocturne no. 20”
Micayla Kim

Chopin
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“Sure On This Shining Night”

Collegiate Choir

“21 Guns”
“Quick! We Have But A Second”
“Some Nights”

Poem James Agee
Music Morten Lauridsen
Green Day
Thomas More
Arr. Charles Villiers Stanford
Fun
Director Mr Francis Cowan

Rock Band

“Take Me Out”
Sargood House

Franz Ferdinand

Piano Duet

“Spanish Dance”
Christopher Whiteley &
Sharleen Lu

“Dolly Suite” (Faure)

Vocal Duet

“The Prayer”
Holly Ho & Aidan Phillips

Carole Bayer Sager & David Foster

Vocal Solo

“Angel”
Brianna O’Donoghue

Sara McLachlan

Grand Finale

“Seven Billion People Alive At
Once”
Hamilton House

I Watch You From Afar

(Above) The Blue Grass
Band entertains; and
(Right) The Collegiate Choir
showcases their talent
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STRONG SHOWING IN ORAL COMMUNICATIONS EXAMINATIONS
For the second year in a row, as part of our Year 9 Drama programme, Mr Nick Clothier has
offered his students the opportunity of gaining a New Zealand Speech Board and Oral
Communication Qualification. The aim of the programme has been to develop our young
men’s confidence when speaking in public. The following students can be proud of their
performance in this highly respected qualification:
Jamie Carlson
Callum Skelton
Michael Turnbull
Shay Dickson
Samuel Dean

Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction

Reon Bruce
Lachlan Dent
Lachlan McLean
Tom Watson
Brad Edwards

Highly Commended
Highly Commended
Highly Commended
Highly Commended
Commended

OTHER CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS









Daniel Wheeler (Year 9) passed his Royal Schools of Music Grade 3 Flute examination
with Merit.
Zoe Lapwood (Year 11) entered an original composition in the ‘Play it Strange’ Lion
Foundation song writing competition and made it through to the top 45. Zoe received a
Rockshop voucher and $750 towards recording her song in a professional recording
studio. The song will feature on the 2013 ‘Play it Strange’ CD.
The Senior Debating team consisting of Mark Davis, Lovely Dizon and Hannah Clare
with Taylor Deakin as researcher made it through to the semi-finals of the Hamilton
Secondary Schools’ Debating Competition, beating off 16 other local teams to do so. On
8th August they battled for a place in the finals and were up against their arch foes, the
highly ranked Hamilton Boys’ High School team. The debate was about the issue of
Whistle Blowing and was hard fought with Lovely Dizon being specially commended for
her speaking style.
Jessica Chanwai (Year 12) won the award for the Wellington Sisters Charitable Trust
Senior Instrumental Scholarship at the Institute of Registered Music Teachers annual
scholarship performance.
Tom Wilson (Year 10) returned from Tihoi to sit an early Trinity Guildhall speech
examination and achieved a Distinction mark for his Grade 6.
Congratulations to all of the above, which were all outstanding achievements.

SPORTING ENDEAVOURS
HISTORY MAKING PERFORMANCE IN RANKIN CUP COMPETITION
After finishing fourth in India Shield last year, 2013 was the first time the St Paul's boys’ 1st XI
Hockey side had played in the Rankin Cup for five years. Premier schoolboy Hockey is fierce
and tough, and the highly competitive nature brings out the true character of teams. Coming
into the tournament as the lowest ranked team, St Paul's had a tough pool; however as the
results will show the boys performed outstandingly well.
The first game was against King’s College, and a scrappy first 30 minutes saw both teams go
into half time scoreless. St Paul's came out from the break firing, and scored three goals
within 10 minutes of the second half. However, towards the end of the game, St Paul's
intensity dropped off. This coupled with some complacent defense, resulting in King’s
drawing level with little time remaining in the game. The three-all final score was
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disappointing considering the domination St Paul's showed in the second half. However, the
boys proved to themselves that they were capable of competing against very strong teams.
Goals were scored by Alec Wilson, Kobi Nicholson and an own goal by King’s College.
Man of the match was Simon Morbey.
In the second game of the first day of Rankin, St Paul's played a physical and determined
Timaru Boys’ High side. From the outset St Paul's dominated the game and although we
created many scoring opportunities, only went into the break up by two goals. Words of
wisdom from ever inspirational coach, Mr Craig Hardman, saw the boys creating and
capitalising on more opportunities, as St Paul's put on a great display of Hockey.
Final score was six-nil to St Paul's. Goals were scored by Daniel Scanlon, Devon Nolan,
Alec Wilson (2) and Kobi Nicholson (2). Man of the match was Sam Holmes.
The final match of pool play saw St Paul's square off against Napier Boys’ High, which would
ultimately determine who would qualify for the quarter finals. With this in mind, the boys were
spurred on to put out a good performance and try to claim the top spot in their pool. The
game was controlled by St Paul's and the teams sound passing, leading and execution of
game plans saw them take out the match 4-2. This earned St Paul's the top spot in their pool
and therefore a quarter final match as well as securing the teams place in Rankin Cup for
next year. Goals were scored by Ezekiel Crawford, Daniel Scanlon and Alec Wilson (2).
Man of the match was Kobi Nicholson.
The quarter final match against St Andrew’s College (STAC) proved to be one of the most
intense games of the season. With a place in the top four in the country on the line, both
teams threw everything at one another in a game where neither side dominated the other.
Half way through the first half a solo dribble by Sam Holmes, set up Daniel Scanlon for a
skillful one touch goal and saw St Paul's go up one-nil. This remained the score at half time.
The second half was much the same as the first, with both teams displaying a fierce desire to
win and neither giving into the pressure or intensity. Ten minutes into the second half, an
extremely unlucky deflection saw STAC level through an own goal. For the remainder of the
match both teams failed to capitalise on opportunities to score, and could not be separated
by the end of regular time. So with the score locked at one-all, the game was decided on
strokes. Unfortunately for St Paul's, the day belonged to STAC as they took out sudden
death strokes 7-6.
To come so close to making the semi-finals of the premier schoolboy Hockey tournament
and lose by such a small margin was both devastating and fulfilling for the boys. Although
their dream of winning Rankin Cup was over, the boys proved to themselves that St Paul's
were one of the top Hockey sides in the country and on another day the result could easily
have gone our way. All the boys played fantastically well and extremely hard for the entire
match.
After a devastating loss in the quarter finals, the boys picked themselves up and showed
their depth in character and ability; outplaying Wairarapa College in many facets of the
game. Better execution in the circle saw St Paul's go into the half up 4-2. Although
Wairarapa College had some good phases of play in the second half, St Paul's dominated
much of the match and ended up winning 5-3. Goals were scored by Daniel Scanlon,
Callum Windley, Kobi Nicholson and Jonathan Bloor (2). Man of the match was
Jonathan Bloor.
Playing for fifth place, St Paul's squared off against King’s College for the second time of the
tournament. This was not only the final match for the 2013 Rankin Cup, but also the final
time many seniors would put on their pin-striped uniform of St Paul's. With emotions running
high, the contest was highly physical. Despite dominating for most of the match, some
average umpiring, a well-executed penalty corner by King’s College and an inability to
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capitalise on opportunities, resulted in St Paul's getting its only loss in regular time for the
tournament. Despite the one-nil defeat, the boys can be proud of their effort, commitment
and pride they showed for St Paul's. Man of the match was Alec Wilson.
Looking back on the tournament, the boys can be extremely proud of coming sixth in the
country. This is the best St Paul's has ever done in its entire history, which is no mean feat.
Even so, STAC (who beat us in the quarter finals) lost in their semi-final match by strokes to
Westlake Boys’, who then went on to lose 9-1 in the final of Rankin Cup to Hamilton Boys’
High School. Having held Hamilton Boys’ to a one-nil loss earlier in the season and the little
separation between the top teams at Rankin Cup, St Paul's certainly had the ability to play
and be competitive in the final of the premier schoolboy Hockey competition. Regardless of
this, as already said, to finish sixth in the entire country is an outstanding effort and the boys
can be very proud of this achievement. Without a doubt, this can be accredited to the hard
work and commitment of the knowledgeable and charismatic coach Mr Craig Hardman, and
the ever enthusiastic insightful manager Mr Gary Henley-Smith.
Alec Wilson is to be congratulated on being named Most Valuable Player in the St Paul’s
team for the Rankin Cup Tournament.
GIRLS’ HOCKEY TEAM FINISHES STRONGLY IN THEIR NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
Our girls attended the Rosemary O’Brien Cup in Levin this year. We had two matches on the
Monday. First up we had Hamilton Girls’ High School (HGHS) and we were expecting a
tough match. HGHS started off very well and we were very slow out of the blocks. They
scored four quick goals (inside eight minutes) before we settled into a pattern and became
more competitive. Although we were able to penetrate their defensive quarter we were
unable to breech their defense. They scored twice more before half time. Our girls stuck to
the task but conceded a further three goals in the second half. (9 – 0 loss) – MVP was Toni
Anda.
Our second match against Solway College was a very frustrating affair. We dominated the
first 10 to 15 minutes but were unable to score goals for one reason or another. Solway
gained in confidence and were able to score in the last minute of the first half. They scored
twice more early in the second half and try as we might we were unable to score ourselves.
(3 – 0 loss) – MVP was Toni Anda.
Tuesday turned into a far happier day Hockey wise. We played Chanel College and were
determined to put Monday behind us. It was our turn to start off strongly with Zoe Lapwood
scoring once and Phoebe Boyes twice inside 10 minutes. Zoe scored again and Josie
Wilson scored before half time. Zoe scored her 3rd and Kendal Buchanan one more in the
second half to help record our first tournament win. (7 – 0 win) – MVP was Josie Wilson.
Our best result after pool play was now 9th position (top of the bottom half) and the girls were
determined to achieve that. Having settled into the playing pattern we wanted on Tuesday,
we went out with more confidence on Wednesday against Nayland College. Unfortunately an
own goal in the 4th minute saw Nayland go one up. We scored through Toni Anda in the 13th
minute which saw us one-all at the break. A much tougher game than on Tuesday but we
stuck to the task and eventually scored through Renee Saunders to win 2 – 1 – MVP was
Hannah Clare.
Thursday saw us playing Wainuiomata High School. Josie and Toni scored in the first half
and although Wainuiomata scored early in the second half, we scored twice more through
Toni and Zoe to give us a well-deserved 4 – 1 win – MVP was Zoe Lapwood.
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In our last game we came up against Morrinsville College. It was a very tight first half with no
goals scored. St Paul’s went out in the second half to put that right and scored through Toni
in the 3rd minute and Phoebe four minutes later. Phoebe scored again to make the final score
a 3 – 0 win and the desired 9th place. MVP was Renee Saunders.
A disappointing first day saw us turn things around and play very good Hockey from Tuesday
on, to finish the tournament on a playing and result high, even if not totally satisfied with the
final position. The girls are to be commended on their performance, attitude (especially after
Monday) and the way they represented the school, both on and off the field, at tournament. A
special ‘thank you’ to the parents at tournament and to Shiloh, for all her hard work in
coaching the team; and from the girls, we would like to recognise the huge amount of time
our manager and coach, Mr Neil Muirhead, has put into getting us to where we got to by the
end of the season.

PREMIER NETBALL TEAM PLAYED WITH REAL SPIRIT
This year there were 120 teams playing in the Upper North Island Secondary Schools’
(UNISS) Netball competition. Our girls played in the ‘A’ grade along with 32 of some of the
best Netball sides in the country. Over the five days of competition the team played ten
games – a demanding and tough schedule:
Day One – 2nd September:
Game One versus Rangitoto College. We took a while to settle to this game and
unfortunately the gap between the teams was too large for us to secure a win. Their defense
was strong. Final score: 40-16.
Game Two versus Hauraki Plains College. We had played this team twice before over the
season for comfortable wins and the girls were more focused. It was a battle right from the
start, with even play throughout the whole match. The game ended in a draw 30-30.
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Day Two – 3rd September:
Game Three versus Mount Albert Grammar School – the number one ranked team and a
side who were going to go on to eventually win the Tournament. The game was always
going to be difficult. However, we managed to secure the odd intercept. Debut to ‘A’ grade
Netball for Caitlin Johnston, who had not played since Year 5. The girls toughed it out for
the whole game against skilled opposition. Final score: 52-11.
Game Four versus Tauranga Girls’ College (the cross over). With two losses, this game was
of importance. The girls worked as a team with some outstanding play. A great win: 26-20,
in one of the highlights of our Tournament.
Day Three – 4th September:
Game Five versus Massey High School. Again this was an important game. The girls took
too long to get into this game and Massey proved too strong. The different combinations did
not work for us during this match and we had a disappointing loss. This caused the pressure
to go on, a position we did not want to be in. A win to Massey: 33-13.
Game Six versus Macleans College. The weather erupted and it poured down. Both the ball
and the ground were slippery. We had a battle on our hands right from the first whistle. Both
teams were desperate for a win. It was goal for goal for almost the entire game. The girls
were fired up and some questionable contact was evident.
It is all about time in this game as it could have gone either way. Unfortunately, the game
ended with time against us and we were down by one goal. The girls were devastated as the
outcome of this result put even more pressure on.
Day Four – 5th September:
Game Seven versus Marist College. An important game, but fortunately it all came together
and the girls played as a team. We were clearly too strong for the opposition, securing a
good win: 33-18.
Game Eight versus Long Bay College. We had come up against Long Bay a number of
years before. Both teams needed this game to secure a better position. The opposition was
quite skilled and again we found ourselves goal for goal. Once again, it came down to time.
It went against us again! We lost this important match by two. Final score: 27-25.
Day Five – 6th September:
Game Nine versus Kristen School. Today we found ourselves in a pressure situation.
Everyone was nervous. This game was essential to secure a win. Kristen was an unknown
for us. Things started well and we once again pulled it together as a team. There were
some excellent moments from all the girls. Management breathed again as we took a win:
29-23.
Game Ten – Unfortunately the big one for us, as we had been forced into the bottom four of
‘A’ division. A win was what we needed to hold our position in the grade. The opposition
was once again Hauraki Plains College who we had played earlier in the week and secured a
draw against.
The first quarter saw Hauraki out in front with a margin of eight. Then the second quarter – a
few changes saw the girls play the best Netball of the Tournament. Grace Namana fired in
defense, with Meg Skilton and Tessa De Thierry securing their shots. As a team, we
clawed back the margin to within one goal.
After half time, the urgency unfortunately seemed to disappear and we again found ourselves
having to come from behind. The girls gave it everything, but Hauraki secured their goals
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with confidence. The result was a heartbreaking loss: 28-21. The win by Hauraki College
was well deserved.
We now have to be positive and determined about 2014 and work towards re-establishing
ourselves back in ‘A’ grade. Many thanks to all our parents who supported us and for the
superb job that Mrs Hannah Munn did in coaching the side and Mrs Helen Bradford for her
able managerial support.
PREMIER BASKETBALL TEAM PERFORMS IMPRESSIVELY IN NATIONAL QUALIFIER
The AA Basketball tournament was played in Taupo from the Wednesday, 4th to Saturday, 7th
September of tournament week. Teams from South Auckland to Gisborne competed to earn
a top six placing and secure a spot at Nationals in October.
The boys were hopeful and buoyant and on Day 1 we played a tough first up game against
our closest neighbours Fairfield College. It was a physical and bruising affair and they
pressured us all game. However, with sound passing and ably led on the break by Conor
and Brandon, we nullified their pressure. Conor Crowe had a nasty collision attempting a
layup and badly sprained his hand. We came out winners by 20 as Fairfield lost composure
and had two players ejected. The next game, against Gisborne Boys’ High School, we
played without Conor. The entire squad played exceptionally well and we beat our
opponents by a 40 point margin.
Day 2 - We had a tough matchup against St Kentigern College who had two big boys at 6
foot 10 and 6 foot 8. We started superbly and played team Basketball. They were rattled by
our man to man defense and we led at the half by six. Tom Schicker and Toby Skilton
played superb defense against their bigs and nullified their inside game. The 3rd quarter was
our nemesis with the hoop seemingly having glad wrap on it and we scored only one point.
This was to prove costly and despite our valiant efforts went down by seven in a game we
could of won.
The crossover was tough against St John’s College and we proved no match for them.
We had one final chance to qualify against Hamilton Boys’ High School. The boys left
everything on the floor. We led for long periods of the game but ultimately came up short 6053. William Te Tomo and the rest of the boys played with heart and can feel justifiably
proud of their efforts against the bigger juggernauts. The final game was a playoff for 7 th and
8th in which we beat Macleans College 72-67.
The entire group were a pleasure to take away and though disappointed that they missed out
on qualifying for Nationals, they can hold their heads high. Thanks go to the superb
coaching team of Messrs Jeremy Coley and Steve Agnew. Their knowledge and passion
was a key factor in the team’s impressive performance.
1ST XI SOCCER SIDE SO CLOSE TO SUCCESS IN PREMIER BOYS’ FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
The 1st XI performed with enormous pride during the tournament in Taupo.
They endured a long week and suffered like Saints, but their faith was rewarded when they
produced a magnificent performance to beat Shirley Boys’. The Saints were 2-1 down with
ten seconds to go and facing the despair and desolation of another defeat. What could they
do but keep the faith and bounce! And so they did. A magical interchange of passes
involving four players ended with Jacob Robb scoring the longed for equalizer. The game
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went to penalties, which as a consequence of decisive penalties, and a Matt Fielding super
save, the Saints got what their faith had earned.
St Paul’s left the tournament with a reputation of playing quality Football. Four of the games
were lost by only one goal and the result did not reflect the Saints sacrifice to their stylish
brand of Football or quality of the play that they provided.
The results of the six games were:
SPC 2 (goals to Lane Fisher and Scott Finlayson)Timaru Boys’ High School
SPC 0
Tawa College
SPC 0
New Plymouth Boys’ H.S.
SPC 1 (goal to Jacob Robb)
Kelston Boys’ High School
SPC 2 (goals to Luke Goodwin and Jacob Robb) Shirley Boys’ High School
SPC 0
St Andrew’s College

4
1
1
2
2
1

Despite the succession of the first three days, without a happiness inducing win, team spirit
remained strong and unshakeable amongst the Saints. This tournament will be remembered
for many things, but perhaps most of all for the life lessons that were learned. What were the
lessons you may ask?
That when the darkness of despair and disappointment descends upon a team, then the only
way out of that place is to embrace the light of faith; the light of belief. Each member of this
team did this and that is why they can emerge from their experience having justified the
name printed so indelibly on their bags; printed so indelibly on their hearts. Truly, they were,
and are, the Footballing Saints and are the Footballing Saints from Saint Paul’s!
We would like to thank the team’s inspirational and extremely knowledgeable coach, Mr
Michael Groom for crucial input into the skill development, self-belief and progress of both
the team and as individuals in the squad and Mrs Julie Goodwin for the magnificent job that
she did in managing the logistics of the team’s season and tournament involvement.
GIRLS’ FOOTBALLERS PROVE COMPETITIVE IN KATHY SEAWARD NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
The girls 1st XI Football team travelled to Papakura after a successful season in the Waikato
league, having come second place in their provincial division.
On the first day, we found ourselves up against the local Fraser High School team. The
team played some excellent passing Football and came out with a victorious win for their first
game 4-1 (goals: Shani Fernando (2), Georgia Burke (2)). In the afternoon we played the
Kelston Girls’ team and came out with another win game 2-0 (goals: Loren Morse, Georgia
Burke).
The success of the opening games meant that a top eight finish looked on the cards.
However, Day Two saw us up against a more challenging Iona College team. The girls
couldn’t quite manage to keep up with their play and we had the first loss of 2-0.
A strong performance against Botany Downs Secondary College in the afternoon saw the
girls unlucky to be held to a draw at half time. Sadly chances were missed and Botany
Downs were clinical and slotted in the goals to give us another close 2-0 loss. Botany Downs
went on to lose in a penalty shoot-out in the tournament final and the result highlighted just
how far the team had come this season.
A string of injuries and our small squad size made further progress in the tournament difficult.
The girls lost a number of very close games. By the last game we were struggling to field a
team against Western Springs College. A magnificent team effort saw the girls go up 1-0
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through Shani Fernando. Unfortunately, as the girls struggled through the second half, 2
goals were conceded. It looked as though a disappointing end to tournament was on the
cards. However, with the coach pushing the inspirational Georgia Burke forward with a
minute to go, and with 30 seconds left, Georgia calmly slotted in a goal. A penalty shoot-out
followed with our goal-keeper, Libby Main, saving two goals and scoring one, leading the
team to an uplifting victory.
All in all, it was a challenging but enjoyable week. Some disappointing losses were
intermixed with an extremely positive team spirit, and some fun adventures. The girls should
be proud of the level of Football they are now playing and be looking forward to an even
more successful season next year.
Our thanks go to St Paul’s parent, Mr Richard Collier who did a magnificent job coaching the
side – always positive and encouraging he really lifted the team culture and skills
development over the season. Dr Mike Simmonds did a great role as manager of the side.
MANY PERSONAL BEST TIMES AT NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
On the national stage, the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Swimming Championships is a
huge sporting event; 123 secondary schools, 478 qualifying swimmers, 101 relays and 2925
event entries spread over five sessions, on three days and held in Hamilton.
With injuries, the current Tihoi intake and commitments to other winter sports teams and
other tournaments, the St Paul’s Swim squad was very much reduced this year, from an
initial 12 qualifiers to three actual competitors.
In spite of this, our three competitors thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle of competition at this
level. From the opening ceremony to the thrill of close competition, where every heat was a
timed final and where a hundredth of a second separated places our swimmers were fine
ambassadors for St Paul’s. Wearing their bumble bee tops they certainly stood out in the
crowd.
Shay Dickson (Year 9), Connor Egan (Year 10) and Cameron Wratt (Year 12) acquitted
themselves well over the three days in their chosen events. The following are their results:
Shay
13 yr Boys
50 Fly
35.05s(PB)
17th
50 Back
39.34s(PB)
21st
50 Breast
45.18s
12th
50 Free
34.16s(PB)
20th
Connor

15 yr Boys

50 Free
200 IM
100 Fly
100 Free

28.07s
2:40.18min
1:13.50min
1:02.20min

24th
35th
18th
32nd

Cameron

16-18yr Boys

50 Breast
50 Free

38.90s(PB)
27.82s(PB)

31st
39th

Connor travelled up from Tihoi to compete on the Saturday and Sunday in four events. Even
with a severe chest cold he was able to compete creditably, achieving times close to his
personal best.
Next year will be a re-building year for our swimming squad with so many senior swimmers
finishing at St Paul’s at the end of this year. At Nationals next year we intend entering mixed
relay teams to get back into the medal hunt.
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TANNER CUP PROVES A GREAT SUCCESS
This was the third year that St Paul’s organised and hosted the Tanner Cup under 15 Hockey
tournament. The tournament was named after Old Collegian and Fellow of the School Jon
Tanner. Jon has been on the Board of New Zealand Hockey and the Founder and Chairman
of Midland Hockey and the Hockey Foundation. It was very fitting that he was made a life
member of Hockey New Zealand in 2012 and received a Queens Service Medal for service
to Hockey in 2013. It was a great pleasure to have Jon present the Tanner Cup at the prize
giving.
Tanner Cup invited 12 teams from all around the country, Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington,
Taranaki, Hawkes Bay, Bay of Plenty and Auckland. We had the privilege of John Parker
being our guest speaker for our formal dinner.
The first game in the tournament for us was against Auckland Grammar. We did not start
with the focus and intensity required against a stronger opposition. This put us under
pressure early in the game. The team had a stronger middle period of the game which
allowed us some opportunities to score but we could not get it into the back of the net.
Nearing the end of the game we started to be affected by the pressure of the game. Final
score 7 – 0 to Auckland Grammar. This was a tough game first up.
Tauranga Boys’ were in our pool. This was a very even game with no team getting the
advantage. With our trademark intensive last 15 minutes of the game saw us draw three-all.
Goals scored by James Watson-Holmes, Kieran Hitchcock and Ben Hunter.
St Andrew’s College from Christchurch were our next opponents. St Paul’s were starting to
play some good team Hockey and kept St Andrew’s under pressure but we struggled to get
the ball into the goal. One-all draw was the final score. Goal scored by Kieran Hitchcock.
The next two games saw St Paul’s start to really work well as a team and create more space
for our strikers to score and our defense to clear the ball and create opportunities.
 4 – 2 win against Hastings Boys’. Goals scored by Mitchell Bailey, Richie Bloor,
James Watson-Holmes and Michail Andreef.
 6 – 2 win against New Plymouth Boys’. Goals scored by Callum Jarvis-Hall, Jeevan
Singh, Michail Andreef, Richie Bloor and Logan Jarvis.
We finished the Tanner Cup a creditable 9th with just the one loss; two draws and two wins
for the tournament. A special mention needs to be given to Captain Felix Rolls who lead
from the front and was always strong on the field. Also Goal Keeper Hemi McLaren-Mellars
who kept us in the game with some amazing saves. Ben Tanner did a great job coaching the
team and teaching them new skills in the craft of Hockey. A big thank you to all the parents
for their support.
This has been a great experience for all players involved and the strength of Hockey at St
Paul’s is looking very encouraging.
Thanks must go to Mr Craig Hardman for organising this event, supported by Mrs Jan
Kilmister, and to Mr Andrew Harries and Mr Matt Banks for running the tournament over the
four days.
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UNDER 16 RUGBY QUAD PRODUCES VERY CLOSE RESULTS
This year, St Paul’s hosted the annual Rugby
Quadrangular involving Sacred Heart College, Palmerston
North Boys’ High School, Hamilton Boys’ High School and
St Paul’s.
This year’s Under 16 St Paul’s side was made up of
players from three teams – the U16s, 2nd XV and 1st XV.
With a very limited build up to the tournament, the boys
were nervous before our first game against Palmerston
North Boys’. In what was our worst performance of the
tournament, we lost 17-5 in a game we could have easily
won. A lack of self-belief and basic mistakes cost us
dearly.
We entered our second game against Sacred Heart
College determined to put in a good performance. In an
incredibly gutsy performance against a much bigger side,
we went down 17-12. This performance however, gave
the boys the confidence that they could perform at this
level.
Our last game saw us take on arch-rivals, Hamilton
Boys’. An early penalty from Tyrell Martin saw us lead
Hamilton Boys’ 3-0 going into half time, much to the
frustration of the opposition. After half time, however,
we conceded two tries and eventually lost 14-3.
While we didn’t win a game, the boys showed a lot of
heart and determination and we showed that we can
compete with the big Rugby schools. Standout players
for the tournament were Samisoni Taukei’aho,
Thomas Gordon and Tyrell Martin. Samisoni was
also awarded the ‘Forward of the Tournament’ award.

UNDER14 RUGBY TEAM JUST MISSES OUT ON WSS CHAMPIONSHIP
St Paul’s played HBHS ‘A’ in the final of the U14 competition on Saturday, 24th August.
As expected it was the toughest game of the season – the teams were evenly matched with
outstanding defence from both sides being the dominant feature of the match.
Boys’ High opened the scoring with a try after a mid-field break and led at half time 7-0.
Two more tries early in the second half saw HBHS out to a 19-0 lead.
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St Paul’s could have folded at this point but the team has real self-belief and strength of
character.
They found
another gear and lifted their
intensity. Attack after attack
finally saw Connor Gordon
score in the corner.
With five minutes to play,
standout
forward
Ryan
Ballantyne broke away from
a maul and ran 50 metres to
score under the posts.
Fergus Burke converted to
bring the score to 19-12.
St Paul’s pressed hard in the
final five minutes, but Boys’
High managed to repel every
attack.
The team was disappointed
but can be very proud of their efforts – not only in the final, but for a great season, in which
they lost just the one game having beaten Tauranga Boys’ High School in the traditional
interchange early in Term 2.
UNDER 55KG REMAIN UNBEATEN AND TAKE OUT WAIKATO SECONDARY SCHOOLS RUGBY TITLE
We had our initial weigh in and some skills sessions at the end of the first term. We had a
good number of boys turn up and it was very obvious that we had real potential within the
squad.
Building on the success of this team in 2012 was one of the main objectives for the team.
The boys came to training with enthusiasm and a willingness to learn and develop their
game. The biggest challenge initially was to try and convert an abundance of loose forwards
into a tight five. Being a weight division the boys found the conversion not too hard. We soon
established a pack of forwards that could supply the exciting backs with quality go-forward
ball.
The season started with an official weigh in day and some warm-up matches at Hamilton
Boys’. On the day we came up against both HBHS Gold and Silver. Our boys played well for
so early in the season and managed to beat both the HBHS teams. This morning confirmed
the coaches’ thoughts about the talent we had within the squad.
The only grading game we played went well with a convincing win over Cambridge High
School. The official season started with comfortable wins over Te Awamutu College and
HBHS Silver. Our next game against HBHS Gold would be a challenge, but the boys
produced one of their best performances of the season to win 28-7. In the games that
followed against Cambridge High School and St Peter’s School the boys played expansive
rugby and in the process recorded big winning margins.
We were trying to score bonus point wins as we knew that as five of our team members were
going to Tihoi it would make the rest of the season more challenging. It proved to be the case
and the second round matches against Te Awamutu College and HBHS Silver were close
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affairs. The team had to dig deep and show character to win 20-15 again HBHS Silver who
played really well on the day.
The next game was against HBHS Gold and the winner of this game would be virtually
guaranteed to win the competition. We approached this game as a final and the game itself
was a tough one. We dominated the first half and were leading 26-0 early on. Boys’ High
scored on half time and would have the benefit of a strong wind in the second half. We
struggled for territory and HBHS had us under real pressure. Our defense held tight, but
HBHS managed to score another try. We scored a breakaway try right at the end of the
game to run out winners 33-14 and once again took out the U55kg Championship for the
second year in a row – remaining unbeaten over the past two seasons. Thanks go to Mr
Carl Neethling and Mr Ivan Posa for their outstanding job in coaching the side in 2013.
1ST XI BOYS’ HOCKEY MAKES MIDLANDS HOCKEY FINAL
St Paul's 1st XI Hockey team played Strathallen on Wednesday, 21st August for the semi-final
of the Midlands Intercity Hockey competition. The boys started off in marvelous fashion,
moving the ball with speed and accuracy to quickly be up 4 nil within the first 15 minutes. St
Paul's continued to dominate for the remainder of the half, however less clinical play saw us
go into half time only 5 nil up. The second half was much the same as the first, with St Paul's
playing some superb Hockey for passages of the game and continued to dominate the
match. All the boys played well and the team made some significant improvement over the
past month. Final score was 10 nil to St Paul’s.
Goals were scored by: Daniel Scanlon (3), Alec Wilson (2), Aakaash Chimanlal (2), Maks
Wyndham-Smith (1), Sam Holmes (1), Joel Kosoof (1).
JACK DAVIES AND ADAM MCCARTHY – NATIONAL SCHOOLS’ DUATHLON CHAMPIONS
Jack Davies and Adam McCarthy (both Year 11) competed in the U16 Teams division of
the National Schools’ Duathlon Championship held on Sunday, 25th August at the Taupo
Motorsport Park in cool but fine conditions.
The race consisted of a 3.5km run, a 15km bike and a 2.5km run with Adam competing as
our cyclist and Jack as our runner. Although the field was disappointingly small, our team
finished as the first boys team and thereby secured the national title of U16 Teams Duathlon
Champion for 2013.
Jack’s time for the first run leg was 12.52 and 9.28 for the second run leg;
Adam’s time for the bike leg was 27.32. Total time for the team was 50.52.
A magnificent achievement which Jack and Adam should be truly proud of.
INDIVIDUAL SUCCESS AT REGIONAL SHOOTING EVENT
After what has proved to be a very difficult season so far, the team is now beginning to settle
down and produce some excellent individual results.
Recently the team competed at Tauranga in what is the last inter-school event before the
NISS and Nationals.
Atrocious weather conditions prevailed all day, but our shooters produced some of the best
results of the competition.
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Max Mitchell-Clifford was the only competitor to shoot the possible 20/20 in the single rise
event and was to follow this up later in the day with a possible 10/10 in the single barrel
event. His combined score of 30/30 (the only one of the day), was the stand out score and
placed him first – High Over All – in the individual competition.
Henry Wills shot a 19/20 in the single rise and a 10/10 in the single barrel events. His
combined score of 29/30 put him in a shoot off with 12 other competitors.
He eventually was placed 5th in this competition.
We once again struggled with our team points score and were well off the pace. This is an
area that still requires more work and practice if we are to close the gap on the other leading
schools.
HEAD OF THE WAIKATO ROWING RACE
On Saturday, 7th September the St Paul’s “Head of the Waikato” crew who consisted of
Willis Webb, James Ingham, Henry Wills, Charles Christey, Sam Rush, Tyler Gyde,
Campbell Ware and Jack Schicker coxed by Jackson Brown met at the river as one of
six boy’s crews to compete in a 2.5km time trial. The outcome of this trial determined which
final they would be racing and against whom on the Sunday, in a curtain raiser to the Great
Race. The boy’s set out with a strong mindset to try and secure a good place for the final on
Sunday. However having to race against the clock got the better of us and disappointingly
we were in the C final against Hamilton Boys’ High School. As Hamilton Boys’ had the better
time, they got to pick the finishing side of the river in their favor and this had a huge impact
on the St Paul’s crew as we had to cross the river, into the current, giving Boys’ High the lead
and thereby winning the race. Excuses aside, the boys rowed with great determination and
can take a lot out of this experience for the new season ahead.
2013 RUGBY PRIZEGIVING HELD ON THURSDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER
Development XV
Best Forward:
Best Back:
Best Team Member:
3rdXV
Best Forward:
Best Back:
Best Team Member:
U16
Best Forward:
Best Back:
Best Team Member:
U14
Best Forward:
Best Back:
Best Team Member:
U55 Gold
Best Forward:
Best Back:
Best Team Member:

Ben Brogden
Tyrelll Martin
Lucas Martin/Creighton Winiata-Dunster
Sukhjit Sarai
Duncan van der Maas
William Reeves
Nick Simpson
Ben Clare
Dean Fullerton
Ryan Ballantyne
Ferg Burke
Jock Yarndley
Jack Davies
Callum Brown
Andre Kleuskens
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U55 Black
Best Forward:
Conner Peterson
Best Back:
Liam Anderson
Best Team Member: Michael Turnball
PARERAUKURA GILMARTIN-KARA – HIGHLIGHTS OF 2013
Our apologies to Pare Gilmartin-Kara whom we incorrectly listed as a rep player for the
Hamilton East U17 Netball team in the last edition of “The Informer”. So great has Pare’s
sporting achievements been in 2013 alone, I have decided to list them below as inspiration to
all our sports people/athletes of what can be achieved when one follows one’s passion:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Netball
St Paul’s Open A (Co-Captain)
Tainui Waka u17 (Captain)
Eastern Waikato u19
Netball New Zealand u19 Age groups Tournament team
New Zealand Talent Development Squad (Zone 2)
New Zealand Secondary School Trialist
Aotearoa Maori Secondary School Team (2nd at the Trans-Tasman Netball
tournament)

•
•
•
•
•

Basketball
Waikato u19
Waikato Women’s & u23 training Squad
New Zealand u18 3x3 (to Fiba World Champs in Jakarta over the October break)
New Zealand u18 5x5 (reserve)
New Zealand u17 3x3 (to Australian Youth Olympics – Bronze medalist)

OTHER SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS





Rugby representatives:
In addition to being selected for the regional Chief’s Under 18 side, (which Caleb
Lingman Captained), Caleb and Aaron Crow joined Jaden Verryt and Conner
Fullerton in being selected for the Waikato Under 18 team. Caleb again was named
Captain of this provincial age group side.
Zoe Lapwood (Year 11) was selected for the Waikato ‘A’ rep Hockey team which went to
the National Tournament in Palmerston North in Term 2.
St Paul’s Rowing have announced the Student Leadership team for the 2013/2014
season:
o Men’s Club Captain:
James Ingham
o Men’s Assistant Club Captain: Edward Johnstone
o Women’s Club Captain:
Eliza Larkman

CHRISTIAN DIMENSION
SERVICE OF BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION
Seven students put themselves forward for Baptism (Fiona Thorp – Year 13) or
Confirmation (Callum Herbert (Year 9), Conor Shalloe (Year 11), Cameron Downey and
Daniel Johnson (Year 12), James Atherton and Meg Morbey (Year 13) at a special
service held in the Chapel of Christ the King, on Sunday, 8th September.
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Archbishop, Philip Richardson (also the Bishop of the Taranaki Diocese) performed the very
moving and uplifting ceremony of Baptism and Confirmation and delivered a very powerful
sermon for the full School community and supporting parents. As a school, we would like to
congratulate each of the students for having the courage, confidence and strength of faith to
take this important step, in making a public confirmation of their values and beliefs in front of
their peers.
Just under 50% of our Year 9 intake each year arrives at St Paul’s not having been Baptised
or Christened. Over their time at the School, they will attend many Chapel services and
Religious Education classes aimed at helping them to clarify their values and “bottom lines”
for later life. Many St Paul’s families come with a strong Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist or
Hindu faith. Regardless of your form of faith, all would accept that many of the core values
that underpin different religions (e.g. The Golden Rule) are the same regardless of one’s
faith. For some families they have deferred the decision on Baptism/Christening/Confirmed
to their son or daughter to make as they grow older. It is my hope that after a few years at St
Paul’s, experiencing prayer, scripture readings and sermons delivered by both the Chaplain
and their peers, many of our students will be in a position to make that first step in their faith
journey and consider the opportunities and challenges posed by a commitment to
Baptism/Confirmation for an individual in later life.
“PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE” SERMON DELIVERED BY SAMUEL HOLMES ON SUNDAY, 15TH
SEPTEMBER 2013 (FITCHETT HOUSE SERVICE)
Nelson Mandela said: “There is no passion to be found in playing small – in living a life that is
less than the one you are capable of”.
No matter what you do in life, doing it well reaps great rewards. Whether this concept is
applied to your relationships, work, health or personal goals, doing whatever you do as best
as you can guarantees passion, fulfillment and success in life.
What does excellence have to do with anything? As with most things in life, the results you
experience tend to be in proportion to the quality of effort you put in. If you give a halfhearted effort at something, expect minimal results. If however you give your absolute best,
you will get excellent results; potentially even better than you expected.
Personal excellence isn’t an external trait or quality that you can adopt. It doesn’t come from
outside of you, it comes from within you. It is you. Excellence is the very essence of who you
are. It is a process of discovering who you are and learning to be that person as effectively
and sincerely as you can, in every moment of your life.
Excellence isn’t so much about being the best, as it is being the best you can be and being
better than you were before. How often do you settle for doing something ‘well enough’ and
call it good? Now that’s not always a bad thing to do, you can still get good results from good
intentions and adequate efforts. But the question you need to ask yourself in every situation
is “Am I willing to settle for just ‘good enough’?”
Each and every one of us is capable of more than we have achieved so far. Do you have
trouble believing that, or do you feel a twinge in your gut which confirms it. Take a moment to
think about your accomplishments thus far, and be honest with yourself about things you
could do better.
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In order to bring out your personal excellence, you must first acknowledge that your present
circumstances are due to actions you've taken so far, and the quality of your effort you've put
in.
Imagine you are in a shopping mall standing in front of one of those maps saying ‘You Are
Here’. If you know where you are you can easily map out a route to get somewhere else. The
same idea applies in many things you do in life; gain a clear understanding of where you are
and where you want to go. Don’t judge yourself on your progress, or lack of, up to this point,
feeling bad about yourself accomplishes nothing. Instead acknowledge where you are and
pursue where you want to go to the best of your ability.
Psalm 139:14 says that we are all “fearfully and wonderfully made”. Each and every one of
us has talents and given abilities in a multitude of different facets. When you do something
you feel passionate about, you automatically give your best efforts to the task, and not only
do you end up enjoying yourself to the fullest possible extent, but it also usually brings
excellent results.
As important as it is to follow our passions, we all have things that simply must be done, such
as jobs, family responsibilities, homework and the like. It’s easy to simply do these things
with half-hearted efforts, and if we are honest, myself included, much of the time we do just
that.
But what if we were to give them our full effort and attention? Personally I think we’d find
ourselves more positive about the unpleasant tasks. Rather than feeling weary or annoyed
about them, we’d feel good about them and start focusing on the benefits of doing the work,
rather than the work itself. Having a positive mind frame is therefore essential to getting the
most out of everything that we do, as we enjoy things more and as a result do them
excellently.
Perhaps you think it doesn't matter, that doing a job for its own sake is all fine and dandy,
and sometimes it is. But by doing things with a positive mind frame or attitude, you will get
greater joy and fulfillment in whatever you do and also experience better results. So why
should you not strive for excellence in all that you do? The way to do this is to commit to
whatever your endeavors are, focus your full attention to them, allow yourself to become
immersed in the process and give them your best effort.
I think the key to being the best you can be, or ‘excellent’ at whatever you do, comes down to
commitment and belief. These two elements encompass your overall perspective and
orientation towards excellence, the way you view yourself, your capabilities, the importance
of your goals, your desire to become your best and your willingness to work hard and persist
despite challenges and obstacles. Excellence requires an incredible commitment to persist
through the ups and downs associated with becoming and maintaining your best and to
become proficient at getting the most of your daily learning and living experiences. This
begins with a commitment and belief to make the most out of each learning and performing
opportunity. How do you think top sportsman, surgeons, musicians, scientists or anyone for
that matter become as good as they do at their endeavors? They remain committed and
focused, and strive in their personal belief that they can be better - to be more excellent. One
of the most successful racing car drivers in history, Mario Andretti, once said “Desire is the
key to motivation, but it’s determination and commitment to an unrelenting pursuit of your
goal – a commitment to excellence – that will enable you to attain the success you seek”.
Vince Lombardi was one of the most famous NFL coaches in history, winning six super bowl
titles in his 10 years as a head coach. He has many renowned quotes, but there are two in
particular that I believe epitomize his character.
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“We are going to chase perfection, knowing full well that we will not catch it, because nothing
is perfect. But we are going to relentlessly chase it because in the process we will catch
excellence.”
And “The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence,
regardless of their chosen field or endeavor”.
Lombardi understood that to reach ones full potential you must always be committed to
giving your best. And that only by giving your very best, by striving for excellence, will you get
the most out of life. And how do you get the most out of life? By trying to be excellent in all
that you do. At this very moment you are as old as you’ve ever been before, and as young as
you will ever be again. So make the most of every moment, because you can never have it
back again, ever. Time doesn’t stop for anyone, so don’t be arrogant or foolish enough to
think it will for you. You’ve got to be hungry for achievement and relentlessly pursue it daily if
you want excellent results.
One way to look at this is to imagine that there is a bank that credits your account each
morning with $86,400. It carries over no balance from day to day. Every evening the bank
deletes whatever part of the balance you have failed to use during the day. What would you
do? Draw out every cent of course. Each of us has such a bank and its name is time. Every
morning it credits you with 86,400 seconds and every night it writes off as lost whatever of
this you have failed to invest towards a good purpose. It carries over no balance, allows no
overdraft and each day it opens a new account for you. Each night it burns the remains of the
day, and if you fail to use the day’s deposits, the loss is yours. There is no drawing against
‘tomorrow’; you must live in the present on today’s deposits. Therefore, invest it so as to get
from it the upmost in health, happiness and success. The clock is ticking, so make the most
of every days account by striving for excellence in all that you do.
This can be applied to all areas of life, for instance up and coming external exams. If you do
some study, procrastinate and do not be very disciplined; you will likely get mediocre results.
On the other hand, if you are focused, use your time from now until exams effectively and be
disciplined in your study habits, you can get excellent results for exams that you have only
one opportunity to sit. One piece of advice my sister Annelies told me and I will always
remember, is that “Discipline is simply choosing between what you want now and what you
want most”. So if you want your best possible result (or as you could say, personally
excellent results), not only in exams but also in everything that you do; you must be focused,
committed and disciplined to work hard and get the most out of your pursuits.
To summarize everything I have said, I would say that to strive in being excellent and getting
the most out of all that you do, you have to decide what your highest priorities are and have
the courage to say ‘no’ to the other things that deter you from being the best you can be. And
the way to do that is simply by having a bigger ‘yes’ burning inside of you.
There’s a saying that goes “The definition of hell is that on your last day on earth, the person
you become meets the person you could have become”. To me the meaning behind that is
you need to strive to be the best you can be and try to achieve all that you can achieve. Do
not idle through life and be contempt with what you have, otherwise you will not reach your
full potential. Instead grab life by the horns and make the most of each and every
opportunity. Try to excel in all that you do, because in life there are no guarantees. As Steve
Jobs said: “try to live each day as if it is your last”.
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CHAPEL PREFECT SERMON
“PROCRASTINATION”

BY

FIONA

THORP

–

THURSDAY,

19TH

SEPTEMBER

–

Picture this: you walk into school. You’re still in your pajamas. You haven’t had breakfast.
You’re tired because you stayed up late on Facebook last night instead of going to bed. And
then, when you walk into your first period math class, you try to hide in the back corner so
you don't get yelled at for not having your homework done! Thank you procrastination, for all
of your hard work last night, and for your extra contribution this morning. Don't even bother
trying "I left my work at home…but I honestly did it!" or "my printer wasn't working". Come on,
we all know the truth: you gave in. You gave in to the power that can make or break your
education, your performance in a sports team, or any number of other achievements;
procrastination. The truth is, we all have done it, we all do it, but procrastination holds us
back.
It’s easy to say that “anything worth doing is worth doing tomorrow.” But the truth is that
putting things off just makes getting the job done harder. I should know; I procrastinated
when I began to write this sermon, because I didn’t really feel like sitting down to do anything
even remotely academic just after mock exams had finished. I kept telling myself I would
start “tomorrow” and eventually realised that I only had five days before I had to stand up
here and speak to you all. So I began by making myself a cup of tea. Because everyone
knows that helps concentration… and then I tidied my room, because I knew the mess would
distract me from my writing. I then made some toast, went for a run, and had a shower. By
the time I had finished, it was seven o’clock, which is obviously too late to start writing a
sermon! So I mucked around a bit more and then went to bed. Only four days left now. But
that’s heaps of time, right?
When I googled “procrastination” the next day, it came up with over 12 million results. One I
liked most was this poem, called “The Procrastinator’s Poem”:
I’ve gone for a drink and sharpened my pencils,
Searched through my desk for forgotten utensils,
I reset my watch, adjusted my chair,
I’ve loosened my tie and straightened my hair.
I filled my pen and tested my blotter
And gone for another drink of water
Adjusted the calendar, and I’ve raised the blinds
And I’ve sorted erasers of all different kinds.
Now down to work I can finally sit
Oops, too late, it’s time to quit.
Now, I want all of you to close your eyes for a
Guest Preacher
second. Try and think of the one achievement in your
Very Reverend Peter Rickman
life that you are most proud of. Now open your eyes.
(past Chaplain of St Paul’s)
Dean
of the Waikato Cathedral
I bet that the thing that you thought of wasn’t sitting on
the couch, watching TV, or posting a new status on
Facebook. The thing that you thought of would have been something that you had to work for
- something that if you had succumbed to procrastination, you wouldn’t have succeeded in
achieving. Procrastination can make you miss out on opportunities that you will never get
again. And they may be the sort of opportunities that you will regret missing out on for a very
long time.
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For the seniors in here, our final exams will be finished in just over two months. Most of us
have been alive for about 200 months so far. So the time that you have to study now is only
about 1% of that. Throughout my schooling, university has seemed a long way off. After
today, I only have four more weeks of high school. What I do with this next 1% of my life
determines what I can do next year. And what I do next year will probably determine what I
will spend much of the rest of my life doing. For me, that’s quite a daunting prospect, and
because I want to keep as many options open for myself as possible, I’d better cut down on
the Facebooking and TV watching – the procrastination stuff – and start on that “boring” stuff
like studying.
American author Denis Waitley once said that “time is an equal opportunity employer. Each
human being has exactly the same number of hours and minutes every day. Rich people
can’t buy more hours. Scientists can’t invent new minutes. And you can’t save time to spend
it on another day. Even so, time is amazingly fair and forgiving. No matter how much time
you’ve wasted in the past, you still have an entire tomorrow.” And it’s true. Even if you
haven’t started studying, or haven’t even begun to think about starting to study, it’s not too
late. In the reading it said that “now is the day of salvation”; now is the time to start. It’s
important to remember, as Abraham Lincoln said; “you cannot escape the responsibility of
tomorrow by evading it today.” You can try and trick yourself into thinking you don’t need to
study for your exams, and that you’ll be fine to just have a quick read through your notes the
night before them, but chances are you will regret it in the long run.
In some situations, procrastination can be considered to be the fear of success. We
procrastinate because we are afraid that if we succeed, we’ll have to deal with the results of
that success, and get on with the challenges that follow. Because success is heavy; it carries
a responsibility with it; it is much easier to procrastinate and live on the “someday”
philosophy, and tell ourselves that the only reason that we aren’t succeeding is because we
haven’t started trying yet. But at some point, we have to stop putting things off, and accept
that they need to be done.
It’s interesting to consider what things we actually do when we’re procrastinating. They are
typically small, unmemorable things like watching videos on YouTube or checking the
cupboard again, just to make sure that no cakes have magically appeared in the last five
minutes. It’s not as if we’re doing anything constructive; we may be refining our paper plane
making skills, but it’s hardly like finding a cure for cancer. We’re just finding anything to fill in
the time that we should be using for the more important task at hand. Yes, at exam time,
almost anything seems better than studying, but think about it: There’s only 1% of your life to
go until exams are over, so let’s be the ones who take control, and put off procrastination
until that time is up.
It has been said that “procrastination is like a credit card; it’s a lot of fun until you get the bill”,
which I think is quite a clever way to put it. It’s very easy to put things off time and time again,
and to spend hours mindlessly mucking around, but when the due date arrives for your
project, you’re on the starting line for that running race, or the time comes for you to stand up
here and give a sermon, if you aren’t prepared for it, you aren’t going to do well – and what’s
worse, it will only be yourself you have let down.. It’s not your coaches’ fault that you didn’t
put in that extra training. It’s not the Rev’s fault that I didn’t start writing this sermon until four
days ago. And it won’t be your teachers’ or parents’ fault if you don’t go hard with your study.
God has put each of us here on earth for a reason, and it’s up to us to figure out what that
reason is. But I can guarantee that you aren’t here just to sit around doing nothing. It’s down
to each one of us to decide what we do with the finite time we are given. So let’s use it
wisely.
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CHAPLAIN’S COMMENT
“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine would burst the wineskins, and
the wine and the skins would both be lost. New wine calls for new wineskins.” Mark 2:22
Quite often you will hear people talk about making the Gospel message of Jesus Christ
relevant to people. I had a colleague who argued that the issue is not about relevance but
about accessibility. The salvific message of Jesus Christ is as relevant today as it was 2000
years ago. The problem is that we do not make it accessible!
One of the great challenges of working at St Paul’s is that I am continually faced with the
reality that I preach the Gospel message to a community of predominantly young people who
are often two or three generations removed from the Christian story. Put another way, for
the vast majority of students at St Paul’s, neither they nor their parents were raised in a
context where the Christian tradition was part of their upbringing. In some cases, students
would have to go back three or four generations — to their great-grandparents—to find a link
to the Christian faith.
It is a challenge because I am conscious that clichés and formulaic phrases are no longer
helpful nor effective when preaching the Gospel. I cannot assume that they know even the
most basic aspects of the Christian story, its values, and its traditions. Instead I must use
new and creative ways to convey the message of Christ’s redeeming love in ways that
people can understand. This requires re-telling the stories from the Bible in ways that people
can understand and accept from within their own context.
With this challenge, however, also comes a sense of joy and privilege in bringing the
message of hope, peace, and love through the story of Christ’s life, death and resurrection.
When I preach the Gospel, I am encouraged to move beyond formulaic expressions and old
fashioned methods of preaching. I am free to use a wide array of techniques such as
personal storytelling, movie clips, YouTube clips, interactive activities, dramatic readings
based on the bible, and (my personal favourite) children’s stories in order to preach the
Gospel of a living Christ who loves us and wants to be in a relationship with us. For this, I
feel deeply privileged.
When I look at our Church in the 21st century, I sometimes wonder if we are really as
accessible as we think we are. When a church congregation is asked what qualities they
possess, they are often quick to reply that they are ‘friendly.’ But what does this mean?
When someone new comes through the door, are they greeted immediately and made to feel
welcome? When a young family ventures into the Church with three loud children, will they
be made to feel at home or will they be greeted with disapproving faces when their children
are noisy (having three children of my own, I personally know how this feels!)?
And what about the structure of the services in most Anglican Churches? The Anglican
liturgy is incredibly rich in symbolism and tradition, yet symbolism only works when people
understand what the symbols mean. If people do not understand the symbols and symbolic
actions then it feels like a strange place with strange objects and strange rituals—this is
neither welcoming nor accessible. Moreover, many of the richness of the Anglican service
has been lost as it has degenerated into a weekly pattern of rote memorisation of the same
words without any expression of their symbolic power.
Now I must be clear – I am a great lover of the Anglican liturgical tradition. Making it
accessible does not require us to ‘dumb it down.’ Quite the contrary, we need to do a better
job of inviting people into an understanding of its symbolic power, richness and mystery!
When people are invited to be a part of the liturgical drama as we move from welcome and

25

The Informer

St Paul’s Collegiate School

gathering, to the service of the word (readings and sermon), the prayers, and the communion
(also known as the Eucharistic Feast or Feast of Thanksgiving) where we re-present Jesus’
last supper with his disciples, they cannot help but be swept into the experience!
The Church needs an injection of ‘new wine’ that comes from a personal encounter with our
Living Lord, Jesus Christ, and it will not hold in old and tired wineskins. We need to re-think
who we are as a Church. This is not to make ourselves relevant – Christ’s message of
redeeming love is infinitely relevant! We need to make ourselves accessible! We need to
find new and creative ways to retell the Greatest Story Ever Told. To be honest, it is really
not that hard, the Christ’s story—a story that is, at its heart one of love, joy, grace,
forgiveness and mercy—is found on the pages of newspapers, on e-mails, in YouTube clips,
in books and magazines, and in the stories shared among friends. Christ is inviting us to be
the ‘new wine’ but it requires us to find new wineskins, because the old wineskins will not
work anymore.

SPECIAL CHARACTER
TIHOI – THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN
Term 3 at Tihoi has welcomed the first Outdoor Programme of canoeing. A fleet of canoes
was purchased through a very generous donation from the Parents’ Association. Canoeing
the Wanganui River has been an expedition trip in the last four years and the addition of this
pursuit to the rotational programme at Tihoi has further enhanced our outdoor activities. The
canoes first adventures were had on Lake Tarawera. Lake Tarawera was an excellent
destination for the trip with visits to Hot Water Beach and the opportunity to explore this
beautiful area of Rotorua. The Wanganui River trip will continue to be an option for students
when they come to choose an expedition.
Intake 2013/2 are a very fit
and motivated group of
young men. Connor Egan
has broken the record on
the recently developed
‘Widowmaker / Mill’ 7km X
country race – completing
the course in 26 minutes
and 19 seconds.
The
running tracks in the bush
continue to be extended
as we enjoy access into
the bush land directly
adjacent to the school.
Academically, Tihoi is
focusing on using our
unique environment as
much as possible for the applied learning in English, Maths, Science and Social Studies.
Term 4 will see several full day field trips utilising the local area. The Science programme
completes a climb and zonation unit on Mt Pureora and the Social Studies programme is
addressing the issue of ‘Sustainability’ and looking specifically at Lake Taupo. Students
have recently completed a field trip to Mike and Sharon Barton’s farm that was recently on
Country Calendar and in Term 4 will visit the Turangi Trout Centre. The issues being
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addressed are linked to water quality. The students at Tihoi are introduced and challenged
by several NCEA Level One internal assessments.
Our staff, Peter Evans and his
wife Nicola have recently had a
baby boy (George) and Hillary
McDonald and Simon Goodwin
welcomed a baby boy (Elias);
both in September.
Lucy
Bennetto has been employed to
work for Term 4. She worked at
Tihoi in the early 2000’s and has
extensive experience teaching
English and in the outdoors.
We welcomed the Year 12
leadership camp to Tihoi on 22nd
September. It was great to see
familiar faces, slightly grown up, returning to Tihoi and new faces. The camp was intense
and gave all the students present, the opportunity to learn leadership skills, listen to the
challenges faced by current Prefects and look to a vision for their final year at St Paul’s.
COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK
In three of the newsletters this year, we have provided feedback on the results of the 2012
Community Survey. The survey, completed in November last year was undertaken by 250 of
the 400 St Paul’s families.
In this newsletter, we report on feedback on the question that relates to the delivery of St
Paul’s Christian Dimension and how it could be potentially improved at this end.
The percentage of parents who rated the School’s performance as a 5/6 or 6/6 was as
follows:
Strongly
Unable to
Agree
Respond
69.9%
2.2%
 The Christian Dimension has an appropriate profile in the
culture of St Paul’s.


The Christian Dimension underpins student’s relationships
within St Paul’s.

50.7%

6.6%



Staff members appropriately model Christian values and
practices.

56.4%

14%



Religious Education classes are relevant and appropriate.

44.1%

10%



Community service is seen as an important aspect on the
Christian Dimension.

72.8%

3.1%



Chapel services are relevant and appropriate for the
students of St Paul’s.

59.4%

3.9%

There was strong support in the comment section for greater student involvement in
community service and a feeling by some that this area should be even further strengthened:
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“I would prefer more focus on Christianity and less on the student of non-Christian
denominations … maybe some visiting preachers/speakers, i.e. real fired up Christians … It
is hard as we believe in God, but many students don’t … the Christian faith should underpin
everything that is done by encouraging bands and teams to pray before sports games, etc …
personally, I would like to see more parents attend House Chapel services … compulsory
weekend Chapel for all students, not just boarders.”
Others commented positively on the student-led Chapel services, “that the Chapel is at the
heart of the School … St Paul’s is doing well here.”
A couple of people, even though we are a Christian School, commented, “the Chapel
services are not relevant to my children’s education … I get the impression that there is a bit
too much Chapel and RS time … more emphasis on socially positive values rather than any
particular religion … I think there is too much emphasis on the Christian element.”
Ultimately, St Paul’s Collegiate School has families with a diverse range of beliefs and values
systems; Anglican, Catholic, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, etc. As an Anglican School, our
worship is in the medium of that faith, but we try and be as inclusive as possible – as one
parent so succinctly put it, “By preaching the oneness of God and reiterating that all religions
preach the same virtues in different formats, respecting all religions and cultures, accepting
one and all unconditionally and spreading the Love of God, Unity!!!”
Christianity, its teachings should not just happen in the Chapel but permeate the
relationships, approaches and culture of our school as a whole.

The Christian Dimension has an
appropriate profile in the Culture of
St Paul's Collegiate
102
66
40

1
(Strongly
Disagree)
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The Christian Dimension underpins
student relationships within
St Paul's Collegiate
82
50

41

35
8

7
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Staff members appropriately model
Christian values and practices
93

47

42

19
3

1
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Religious Education classes are relevant
and appropriate
64
41

5
1
(Strongly
Disagree)
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Community Service is an important
aspect in the Christian Dimension
89

85

38
13

3

2
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

Chapel Services are relevant and
appropriate for the students of
St Paul's Collegiate
73

69

43
30
10

4
1
(Strongly
Disagree)

2

3

4

5

6
(Strongly
Agree)

RECONNECTING – THE 1980S AND WILLIAMS HOUSE OLD COLLEGIANS’ REUNION
At the end of the second week of Term, we were extremely privileged to host 128 Old
Collegians from the 1980s or who came to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
establishment of the Williams Boarding House. The following is the Headmaster’s address to
the special School Assembly highlighting the highlights of what is known as the ‘Lawrence
years’ and also the report on five decades of residential living in Williams House.

50 Years of Williams House:
In August 1962 a decision was made to build Williams House – the name recognised earlier
donation €4000 by the well respected and prominent East Coast Williams family who were to
prove significant benefactors of St Paul’s Collegiate School. Construction started and the
House opened, partially completed, in February 1963, with one dormitory finished, at a time
when the school roll stood at 221 students.
The new Boarding House was fortunate to have continuity in its leadership in its formative
years with the dedicated and committed Mr Evan McCulloch being Housemaster for the first
seven years, until 1969. Mr McCulloch ‘s role as Head of Music meant that Williams enjoyed
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great early success in the House Music festival – winning the competition four years in a row.
In 1970, the personable and supportive Mr Peter Hill took over the House and the seventies
saw some great student leaders emerge from Williams. One of those was Rod Carr who
showed a flair for entrepreneurship even as a young man; leading weekend potato picking to
pay for a new gas heater in the common room and selling pool keys to pay for a fence. Rod
was to later go on to be the New Zealand Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank. During the
early 1970s, eight new bed/studies were created on the second-storey of Williams to better
enable independent work habits for the seniors.
In the 1980’s, Williams was led by affable and empathetic Mr John Lloyd for the first six
years. This period saw the addition of the Housemaster’s residence for Williams in the area
closest to the Dining Room. In 1982, Williams won House Rugby for the first time, a feat that
it replicated for the next two years; House cricket in 1983 and 1984; House Music in 1985
and Hockey twice in the same period. The House celebrated its 21st birthday in 1984 with all
three of its first Housemasters (Messrs McCulloch, Hill and Lloyd) present. Mr Lloyd stepped
down after a dedicated eight and a half year tenure (1978 to mid-1986) and Mr Stephen
Gibbs took over and when he left St Paul’s in 1987, Mr Paul Haylett-Petty succeeded him
and ran the House for over a decade, proving a popular and highly respected Housemaster.
The 1990’s saw the school undertake a huge building programme with a new Technology
and Science block, new Houses at Tihoi, the Chapel extension and the new Student Centre.
For a period, this building programme impinged on Williams with two common rooms having
classes taught in them for a significant period of time. The 1990’s saw the addition of
Assistant Housemasters to support the Housemasters in the Boarding Houses. In 1998,
Williams suffered the loss of their well-loved Housemaster, Mr Haylett-Petty and he was
succeeded by Mr Gary Henley-Smith. In 1997, Williams won House Music for the first time
since 1985, but also enjoyed success in a number of the other House competitions.
St Paul’s Dining Room –
venue for the Williams
th
House 50 Reunion Dinner

The new millennium saw the brief, but successful tenure of Mr John Croall who stepped
down in 2004, who passed the baton to Mr Neil Muirhead until he stood down at the end of
2006; and then the empathetic, committed and passionate leadership of Mr Keith van
Niekerk until his untimely passing. While Mr Heta Smith stepped up from Assistant
Housemaster to lead the House for its most difficult period between 2009 and 2011 and did a
great job during extremely trying times. More recently in 2011, the boys of Williams have
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enjoyed the calm, considered leadership style and excellent man-management skills of Mr
Jed Rowlands.
For the past five decades, Williams has been home for a huge number of boys. Physically,
only cosmetic changes have been made in fittings and layout. As a House, it has produced
great school leaders, sportsmen and many fine citizens of our fair country. It has
experienced its ups and downs, as all families do, but it has always played a central and key
role in school life. We are pleased to be able to mark and celebrate this very special
occasion. For 50 years Williams House has been a special place in the lives of so many
students and staff.
We thank each of the Old Collegians and past staff present for your contribution to St Paul’s.
We hope that you enjoy returning to your old school and the chance to catch-up and
reminisce.
The 1980s:
The eighties were the Lawrence years. Reverend Lawrence took up the Headship of St
Paul’s in 1980 from Mr Tony Hart; having previously taught at King’s College and Wanganui
Collegiate. When Reverend Lawrence took up the position, he was just 35 years old younger than most of his staff. Supporting Reverend Lawrence was his wife, Susan, who
was the daughter of the former master at Christ’s College and Headmaster of Nga Tawa, Mr
David Cooke. A superb listener, Mrs Lawrence took a full part in school life, running the tuck
shop, helping with landscaping and proving extremely supportive of the many public
occasions. Together they made a formidable team who stayed at St Paul’s right to the end
of the decade (i.e. Reverend Lawrence stepped down in 1991).
Reverend Lawrence inherited a school in a relatively healthy state with a roll of 447 (275 of
who were boarders) and the second campus at Tihoi having just had its first intake in
February 1979.
The 1980’s were a period of continuous inflation. Computers were starting to emerge. The
Labour government took on the reins of government and pushed a radical programme of
economic reforms which became known as ‘Rogernomics’. While the country finally decided
to look seriously at its bicultural responsibilities under the Treaty of Waitangi. In this
tumultuous period, the stock market crashed in 1987; the New Zealand education system
went through huge reform with the advent of the ‘Tomorrow’s Schools’ programme. One of
their major initiatives saw farming subsidies cut, meaning that many good families could no
longer afford the boarding fees of an Independent School.
At the start of the 1980s, the Headmaster’s office and those of the administration block, were
located in the double building between the current Mathematics and English faculties.
School House was a Boarding House located in that tower block area. So at the time when
the St Paul’s was committed to the development of the Tihoi Venture campus, it was decided
that one of the major developments would be the construction of a new “Main Block” – the
current Management Centre. A double-storey block with offices, three classrooms and the
staff common room. So in 1984, 25 years after the founding of the school, the new building
enclosed the northern end of the centre quad. The 1980s saw the addition of a boatshed at
Deys Park, the Old Collegians’ pavilion on the front field and the huge pipe organ in the
Chapel of Christ the King.
In 1980, King’s College accepted its first girls into its senior school and in 1985, St Paul’s
followed suit. Five day girls (three of who are present at this weekend’s celebrations),
attended St Paul’s in February of that year and were promptly named ‘Hill’s Angels’, after
their Housemaster Mr Malcolm Hill. The selection was made on academic ability and that
their personality had to be strong enough to cope with 470 boys.
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In 1987, Mr Paul Haylett-Petty arrived from South Africa and set up the computer
department. The school put on productions such as the ‘Gunslinger’, ‘MacBeth’, ‘Oliver’ and
in 1989, six performances of ‘Grease’ to full houses. It was the era of the big brass band,
with half the school involved in music – many of them in the brass band co-ordinated by Mr
Andrew Botting. A Tihoi concert band was formed in 1986, made up of seniors, staff, Old
Collegians – this group won the ‘D’ grade at the National Band contest in 1989. Overall,
Drama and Music reached new levels of participation and performance.
Sport remained strong. Rugby had a tour to Australia and enjoyed wins against King’s in the
first part of the decade and then really came of age when they won the Anglican Quad and
had an undefeated tour of the South Island.
Hockey won the Waikato Secondary Schools’ competition four times and played in the
Rankin Cup in five of the 10 years. Our 1st XI Football side thrashed St Kentigern’s and had
wins over Auckland Grammar School and generally held their own in traditional school
matches.
In the summer months, our 1st XI side won the competition in 1983, defeating Hamilton Boys’
High School on the way and had wins in traditional games against King’s and Lindisfarne
College. In Rowing, our premiere eights made the final of the Maadi Cup on three
occasions, while 1988 saw the arrival of Mr Les Varney as the School’s Rowing coach. In
Athletics, we had a number of national title holders including Mr Glen Davies, current parent
who won the New Zealand 3000m. Probably the initiative that many of the boys will
remember most fondly was the demise of Saturday morning school – a decision that
provided a huge boost to junior sports.
To those here today, who like Michael Lawrence played such a key role in the successes of
the 1980s, we welcome you back to a place which we hope has a special place in your heart
and memories.
FINAL CONFIRMATION OF RETURNING INTENTIONS FOR 2014
October 1st, 2013 is the final date for families with existing Year 9 to
Year 12 students to notify the Headmaster in writing that their
son/daughter is definitely leaving St Paul’s Collegiate School at the
end of 2013. After this date, any family who withdraws their
son/daughter should expect to have to pay Term 1 fees for 2014, as
per the conditions on the Application for Admission form signed by all
families when interviewed for entry into St Paul’s Collegiate School.
ST PAUL’S PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
The newly sign-written food truck has been in great use as the winter sports season draws to
a close. A number of groups have come forward to run the catering for the day in order to
raise funds. If your sports group, arts group, cultural group, boarding or day house need to
fund-raise, this is a great opportunity!
The AGM at the beginning of next year will bring about some changes to the Parents’
Association. Would you like to be involved? Do you have specific skills that you can offer?
Come to our next meeting on October 20th, at 7.00pm in the Long Room.
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2013 Year 12 Leadership Camp
Held at Tihoi Venture School
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
Term 3 has been a frenetic, but positive one for our School and its community. Since the last
newsletter in August, the winter sports season concluded with a number of teams (i.e. U55kg
and U14 Rugby and 1st XI boys’ Hockey sides) making provincial and regional finals – with
the Under 55Kg Rugby side prevailing to maintain their unbeaten record over the past two
seasons to take out their WSSRFU grade championship. In the National Winter Tournament
week, our 1st XI boys’ Hockey side produced the highlight with a sixth placing in the
prestigious Rankin Cup; but many of our Colts and Senior sides played with tremendous
courage and spirit to gain excellent results in their respective Tournaments; while the interHouse ‘double-header’ provided a superb and fitting end to the winter sports season with
enthusiastic participation in the House Rugby, Soccer, Hockey and Chess competitions.
The ‘Celebration of Music’ was one of the best ever, with an amazing breadth and depth of
talent and wowing the large audience with a series of memorable performances; while the
social highlight for 2014 was the highly successful School Ball with “The Great Gatsby”
theme, the senior students had a highly enjoyable evening of glam, dazzling evening wear
and enthusiastic dancing. Their conduct and behaviour was exemplary and it was a real
privilege and pleasure for staff to share this special moment in their school lives. Special
thanks go to Mrs Leeann Morgan for her hard work, excellent organisation and co-ordination
of the student Ball Committee.
The second half of Term 3 saw the senior students complete their all-important Benchmark
examinations. Upon their return next term, Year 11 and 12 Cambridge IGSCE and AS
examinations will commence immediately. While there will be barely 15 class lessons before
the actual three-hour NCEA external examinations commence. Many teachers have run
tutorials either before, after school or during lunchtimes and these will continue in Term 4.
Some will make themselves available to run revision classes or to open the Workshop/Art
classroom over the October holiday period.
The focus for the remainder of the year for seniors must be their academic studies. Cocurricular activities will slowly diminish and scholastic studies will get the highest prominence
in the school programme. Self-discipline, persistence and a consistent study regime will
ultimately determine the quality of the grades achieved from the external examinations in
Term 4. It is crucial that our seniors allocate and ensure that a significant portion of the
October break Sports and Cultural prizegiving or the various end-of-year House dinners in
late October and early November.

G W LANDER
HEADMASTER
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